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‘indication of the Study of Polite Literature; by M. bE ROSENSTEIN,
[From Sele® Orations dnd Papers relative to the Swedith Academy.].
TIROM 'the four following {ources are derived thofe arguments, the
A groundsof which I venturzto deny i—the examples’ recorded in hif«
tory; a comparifon between thofe periods in which polite learning has
flourifhed, and in which it was unknown ; the very nature of elegant earn~
ing ; and the difpolitions.and condu&t of thofe who are devoted to its pur<

fuits. '

Lxamplés deduced from hiftory I mention firft, well perfuaded that they
have long and powerfutly {uappnrted the caufe of.crror'. There is not any
thing of which mankind have been more ignorant, than of the {cience of
Hocial Jife. The imperfettions ircident to every form of ‘government I do
not arraign. How indced could perfeétion be attained; without mature
conlideration’in works produced by the fortoitous, courfe of eveiits, by the
tyranny of circumftances # Among the ancient ftates, Sparta alone could,
boalt a legiflation conneed in all its parts: yet;’ by militating agaiit the
firongeft propentfities of human nature; the Spartan” laws excited:a perpe~
tuzl confi&, that ended in the defbru&ion of that ‘country. The governa
ments at prefent {ublilting may ‘be aptly compared to othic edifices im~
proved by the hand of . tafte,’ . SN
- It may be obferved, that a prudent extent of territory, a comprehenfive '
experience, and an induftrious purfuit of happinefs, hate contributed
niore to the public and private advantage of mankind than the moit admir-
ed laws of the ancient legiflators. There fill, hoiwvever, fubfift o many
findamental defe@sand errors, {o much.oppofition between different parEs |
of the {ame {yftern, that no modern form of govérninent can be confidered
asa jult model for imitation. Venice wi}l Rcrha’pé be p_ointe_d out as an
exception’; a republic of which the’conftitution bas furvived its greatnefs,
and a material change in the fentiments of the people. - But what 2 confti-
tation! Equally unikalten, Oriental defpoti{m has a higher claim'to anti«
“quity. S S o o
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