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mine.' I w's not jealous of that beautiful lady, it
would have seemned sin in nie to be so; I knew
that W'alter Edinonston and 1 were as fai apart
as il' the wide Atlantic flowed between us. 1
had neyer eîtertaiied oiue feeling o! carthly love
for himi but 1 lied teught of him by day and
dréamned of him by nighit, nintil he became a part
ofm evbig an idol wich 1 could no
hople of heaven; and 1 could flot bear the
thoughit that another should love him as well as
1 did. Poni' child of seventeen years 'I believed
with a faith that knew no ehange nor waveîing
siuîce 1 firist behie]d him ; that heaven could hold
nojoy for nie were Walter Edmonston flot there.

Dr. Turnbuil accouîpanied us; home ; Archie
must be kept quiet ; there was no danger ; the
blood came from soine inail vessel in t he throat.

Christmas eve, the fourtb, came with more of
liappiness than we ha d known since we crossed
the sea. Archie was so weil that hie had the
doctor's permission to reaurne bis labours in the
Newv Year, snd his employer was eager for his
returu, promisiîîg him u a advance in salary.

My mother waa berseif again ; the spring
round whiclî ail in the household moved, as ahe
used ta be in oui oid Scottish home.

We had a nice cake baked at home and iced
ail over, set on one of our old silvae. salvers
adorned with a wreath of acarlet geraniuma and
green leaves cut from our own bouse planta.

The old picturea we bad biought from Scot-
land, coverîng aimost every available space of
our humble walls were ornsmented with acarlet,
bernies, branches of daîk green fir and ce dar.
The sideboard looked quite grand with the old
*late, and to do honour to the night we were al
dressed in our bet-the two little i1" and my-

.self iii white mualin, each with a lZettieprig of
acariet geraniurn in our baur. The cake was cut,
aud, beliold, Sir Humphîey's ring was mine! 1
'vas reading the legend IlKind beart bie true,
and ye sha 1 neyer rue," amid abouts of merry
iaugbter from my brothers, when the door open-
ed, and a well-known voice thrilled throughi my
heart.

'Excuse mie, Madam, 1 knocked twice, and 1
fancy the laugbter of your pretty children pre-
vented mýy being litard. 1 arn in search of a
farnily of the name of Deubolm, wbere there is
a sick boy; they live in thia vicinity, and 1 bave
mistaken the number of the bouse ; perbapa you
could direct me wbere to fin d them t

Ail this time 1 bad remained standing witb
my back te the speaker. 1 now turned round
and said smilingly, "lDo you wiah to find oui
bouse, Mr. Wslter r'

At irst bie was evidently so taken back, that
lie îeinained for a second without answering,
but, quickly recovering himaelf, lie repled with
bis usual suavity, removing bis ha t as ~e spok e

I t is indeed your bouse I arn seeking ; will
you introduce me, Miss Denholm ?'

1 did so, aud my mother requested him to lie
seated, with more colduessansd hauteur of voice
than I coud bave wisbied, bad the power of
modulatiuîglher tones been mine.

Walter Edunonston sat only a few minutes,
but in that tirne gairied a little in my mother's
good races hy Jraisiniglier heautiful children,
aud aiîing to send fîom hiq library any book.s
Archie mig ht wish to read.

1 feit quite sure the books were îueutioned
merely as an excuse for a visit, the truc motive
for whicli I was yet to learu.

A few days after this visit I met on the
lougueuil ferry boat two girls who worked as
com ositors in 1Edmonston snd Fornani 's, and
lived almost Opposite Our cottage. Although we
passsed over eacb marning to work in the saie
establishment, we rarely met, as I regularly gave
myseif hall an bour in advance of the other s."lHou- do yeu do, Miss Denholm t" said the
older of the twa; "you haed a viit (roui Mr.
Walter Edmonston on Christmnas ave ; I ar~w huan
going into your bouise."

II"Yes, we had the plAqure of seeing 1dm lor
a few minutes. "9

"1 hope lie gave your mother a nice present."
"What V" said I., %ith a féeling of paiîîful

surprise îny face musat have betrayef.
., hope he gave your mother a nice present of

cake anid fruit and soînething, sud your brot lier
moui4, wiiîe."

"-No, certainly," îeplied 1, rny blood ruiîii
hot and (j ick as 1 spoke' Il1 sam suru lie iiever
thouglît of sucb a thing."

IlWell, then, it is a reil saaue, " siwet-ed the
girl, 'vho, occupied by lier own vit§w of the case,
naver for a moment fancied that his doing t4e
could occ(asion auy other feeling but tlîat of sat.
isfitetioîî.

boat, sbould put the amallest stain on my ucu-
attire.

The morning n'as iovely for the season, sud 1
walked leisniely longenjoying the fîesb, su-cet
air. As 1I aPproacbed thre printing bouse, 1 was
ahi at once conscious of a crowd huirying ou ta-
wîrds tlîe street where it stood, while at the
sane tinue dense clouids of amoke seemned to be
rising in the air from the samne direction. 1
hurried on only to see the back wiug of Edmon-
ston sud Fnrniam's printing bouse. one sheet of
flamé ! Wbiie such sentences as «'God lielp bim!"

"He's a dead man ! " "«They sny it's one of the
firm !" struck my ear on al ides.

I piested in emoug the cîowd, sud again
beard-" No power on ear-th can save him ; they
bave only aid u-ooden laddeîs, sud they are
broken ! The escapes are uselesa ; they have
gone for otbers, but heouill be burit ta death be-
fore they couic!

1 still. piesed thu-ougb thuat dense crawd of
humau beinga, waving te sund Ire, snd could now
cleaîly distiuguisb Mr. Edmaustou's veice caîl-
ing ont iu accents aI thunder-" ten thousaud
dollas-twenty tbousand to tbe boy wbo car-
ries e rope up ibat laddei 1"

B>' atoopiug dowu and puahiug mysel under
the men's arma, 1 got into the space wbere the
firamen weie working. The building pîesented
s sceuie 1Iaal neyer forget ; the roof had in one
part entirel>' falleîî in, snd seemed like the crater
of à volcano pouriiagont flame and amoke, u-hile
tbrougb eacb place ovei the entire back of the
building where windows had beau, came great
lickine tongues of flame, as if haviuug coumed
ail inaîde they songht sometbing else to dev.oui.

My aye took in ahl this at a glance, sud at the
saime moment I aaw Mr. Edmonston attemptiugto scale a ladder whicb was placed againat
the building.

Several of the firemen rushed sud by force
diagged him away, calliuug out-",You wiIl break
the ladder iii pieces ; that weakly, broken thing
will support nothing heavier than.a aliglit boy.0

Guided by the ladder my eyea songlit the top
of the building. OIe, pitilul beavens, amid the
ire aud amoke, stood Walter Edmousten!1

" What is the boy who climbs the ladder to
do !" 1 asked of the fireman who stood iîext me.

"ffiTo carry this rope te the ver>' tepunot ring
ofthe Iadder sud thon tbrow it to the man np

there, " pointing ta Walter Edmonston. As the
mac apoke, he eyed me keeni>' ail ovar. I arn
sure ho e c why 1 asked the question, sund was
trying ta ascertai a if I1lied courage sud strength
to climb the ladder.

"Fifty thousand dollars te the boy who wil
cimb that ladder 1" Mr. Edmonston sbouted in
toues of agon>'.

4-A god price," said a manî at my aide,
oIybe wonld never live to claim it."1 threw y awl ta the fireman I had apoken

to, at the saine time lifting my dressud folding
it round my waist, and seizing tbe rope, 1
climbed the ladder swiftly sud ligbtîy.

Shouts afI-"Hurrah ! hurrah for tbe brave
girl !" mingled ivith cries af " For shame ; take
the girl down, slue'll ha buined to death, sbe'hi
be dashed te pieces," wara uttered au every aide.

1 beeded them flot ; 1 was ligbt sud sure aI
foot. Wheu I waa fourteen years aid I could
cimb auîy trea in Maraden foreat. 1 was witb-
out fear, there u-as no such thing iu the world
for me while Water Edmonston was up there
witb death amid the flue.

Istopp*id ane moment at the top af the laddei
that 1 migbt take a steady aim.

CHAPTER III.

1 was stili a long way fromi the wiiudow b>'
which be beld, yet saw by his attitude as ha
clnng te the rail, th-t lha had littie if auy sup.
port for his fret. 1 thicu- the rope, sud saw him
seize sud fasten it ta a beamn at bis ide.

Heaws s aved! By the tinie I was again ont
the ground hie was half-way dowu, tie rope sud
iadder both aiding bim. As 1 descended, my
dreas uufasteuad, aud, floating ont beyond the
lsdder, attracted ane of the mac>' protrudiug
tangues of flame. It (;id uîot alarm me. I kuew
the drasawus worsted, sud conid oui>' becauuîe'
black cinders, incapable af conîmuuicating flue
toaiy other part of my clothes.- Bafoua 1 reached
the gîouud, the ireman who heid un>'shau~tare
aut the bnrning part ofruy>'dise, sud, anatching
mhy ahawl fronthsm, 1 rolled it round me, s0 as
ta bide my burnt dresa, sud hnrried inte the
crowd.

Ere I was clear of the crowd, i kuaw b>' the
loud hurrahs wbich reut the air that Water
Eduionstou had reiacbed the ground. ShoutsaI

tbe girl, others were inserted, naming the bank-
ing hanse, îvhere tilt>' tbousand dollars were
piaced for the young lady wba produced the
rest af thee linit dress, sud nîatching it witb the
piece tarii awsy by the tireinan, canld prove
bier ideutity with thie eue wlio risked lier hife te
save Walter Edeîolstoel.

CHAPTER IV.
Time sped on ; Arcbie's sala>' w-as a large oe

but the clîildreu were grewiîîg into big girls sud
boys, sud thare were achoal fées ta be peid as
weIl as double the moue>'ini reuit we et first gave
for the semae cotte e.

ly eu-n work ld clienged wouderfnlly, ere
our sixtb Christmas Eva came round. Insteed
of cari ectiug the pîoafs, 1 nou- wrote for the
weekly paper printed iu the establishment, sud
1 was weil paid for nîy woîk ; but if i1lied net
beau 1 would as seau have thouglit of living
smid the wsstes of snow in Siberia as oh leaving
Edmouston sud Foîuam's ; my resalution was
formed long ega-I would live sud die workiug
fer Walter Edmonsten. Ou the meruiug of
Christmas Eve he came inte tbe littie office I
uow calied my own sud with a look of cere on
his bîow sud a aliglit tremar in bis vaice aaid :
",Miss Danholm would yen oblige me b>' writiug
a few verses ou the death aI s littie boy wha was

rust beginning te, speek. 1 wisb te give tbem te
bis mether."

Ha peused as if 'te stiil the ematian lha could
net ceuiceai aud tiien coitieued: "the cbiid
was Bo dear te me 1 eau sesîcely realize that I
shah ge iii sud eut sud beer bis voice-sebis
face ne more farever."

"laI it your aul>' chuld, Mr. Walter, wbo is
dead !t"

44My ouI>' chld," seid lie, îepestiug un> words
sud apeaking in a bard voice, "what couid make
you fane>' it was un> chld 2"

1 did net iwiuediateiy ansu-er, but looked up
in bis face that 1 miglit read there what lic
meant b>' speaking in sncb e barali toue. He
wss looking dowu upon me wîth compressed lips
as if ha would force himacîf te be cahm, bis bîow
sud clieck suffused witli crimson.

1 raplied et once Iooking him ateadil>' in the
face as 1 did se. " It was a ver>' naturel con-
clusion fer me te come te wlicn you said you
heved the chuld se wePIl. 1 canuet sec why yen
aliould feai mg words as yen seem ta do."

"IlMiss Deubolun," said lie, " are you eu-eue
that I amrn married ?"

-"No, ir," replied 1 quickiy, my face doubt-
less betraying the peniteuce 1 feit for ni>' in-
vounter>' mistake. "I1 have beliaved yen ta ha
meriied man for several yeaiaback. "

As 1 spok as liglit secmed te, break in ou n>'
seul. Tbat lovaiv lady with lier fair face sud
beautihul form, " Vashti the beautiful " must
have pesscd into the sulent land. And 1 added
with a aofteued low voice snch as wc use wbeu
spaakiug aI the dead, " Has God taken away
the beautilul u-oman whom 1 thouglit wae your
wife ? "

As 1 flnished apeekiug lie set down et the cor-
ner of the table w herel1 wrate, aud laokingz in
my eyca said in a slow distinct voice : " Yen are
laboriug under a great mistake. 1 caver .was
msrried; I never knaw but ene womau I weuhd
wish te mai>' ; aud iin thiuking over al ber
word.s sud actiouus, 1 have ever coma ta the cou-
clusiou she wauld net aecept mue il 1 effcred
myselt. " Ha rose; and placiîîg bis baud ou
mine juat for au instaut, said : " Miss Denholun,
if I neadedl lurtîter prool, youu words to-day have
told une Iw-as iglit."

Haeu-ss gene. 1 wuoe the verses. 1 did my
ver>' beat. 1 poured ail the sorrow, ail the
poati>' of my seul iito tîemn.

CHAPTER V.

Our sixthî Çhristnues Eve. Silice the third,
ecdiona as it came rounid hueuglit a viait frolu
Wahter Edmoistan . Tiiese visits were the white
spots iii my> Christinas. Somehîow I thouglit ha
wauid uîet camne this eveuiuîg, yet beping againat
boe by euie excusa or another 1 kept mamma heom
cuttiug the cake. The aid Mck waruad aiglît;
furtbar deIlîy was useless. W~e ahi left the roun
that inamnuut miglît cnt the cake sud punt in the
ring. This doue she calhed ns baek sud puttiug
the îîlate lîeeped uith the cnt picees iute my
band bada me bip myseif sud then serve the
others. I bad juat taen thie phute fromt lier
bauid when a liglit tap et the door- ucade nu>'
heart léap ; agaiuîst ai h mie h apeued the dear
nivachf sud edmitted Walter Ednuauustauu. ,

"Wclcoma, " said 1, in a beurtier touea le1
u-aa ~ è a-utmd eue IdiAU t. meé u te]d

"'Yen are," repiied un>' mther, "ibut oul>' an
condition yen repeet te us the dreama it inspires."

diThe conditions are agreed ta," replied hae,
puttiug the ring eoî bis fliger, observing as lie
did se, " this muuet bc a ver>' aid ring ; 1 once saws
iii e unonastar>' a silver jug af sinuilar vorkuuuau-
shîip -hich was supposed ta be thîrce hundied
years aid."

diTiet is the tige we ascribe te thîs ring," re-
pliad un>' mther, "sand aise toa sbau-i which Tut>
sneatbr, wbo iaft the ric" fiii aur leuîiiy, braughît
front thue Hol', Land, anc1 lid the ring mcade iii
Seotîecd in imitationi af the bowl."

Mr-. Edmouîsteu expiessed a wi8hî ta sac thue
bowl, te whichu un>' nother replied b>' bsndiuug
me the key af a chest where tlîe bowl was kept
sayiug, dibe cereful in liifting tlue desk frem thie
top aof te chest ; 1 abserved sanie rime cga the
back seeme quite baose." Tuniug ta Mi. Rd-
maustauu, slie said, dithis aid desk is oe eoa un>
lueusehohd goda; it is tlîe oui>' thing 1 possesas
beionging te a dear grandudnecie who was lathai-
sud mothier snd everybody te me, and wluo diad
thinkiug lue laIt me licirass te ail his lanîd."

Mamma was fend af luurping on the los aI
Morton Castie, wluiclî sha beliaved lied beau
brouglit about b>' the distinction of the wili
made in ber fiver, ced I fait anuoyed by bier
present refereuice te it.

Mi. Eduiecaten, as ini dut>' bouuîd put out a
look ef sympath>. Auchie camîe lorward te show
Iîiun soeadraNviugs.-whidi lied latel>' crriî-ed
heom Scatiaud, iii aider te change the couver-
satiauî, which wa dîeeded as it alu-cys brouglit
ou unarnua a fit eh the blues.

I lied obtainad possesaieîi aI the bowl uithîaut
ini>' ta the oid dask, wlien it atteîuîpting te

replace it dowu it hall sud semed ta cama te
pieces.

I came dewu staiîs witlî the boisiw-l ia ao'
course w-es dul>' edmired, aud shaiti>' ater oîuu
guest bada us adieu. Ou Mr. Edmoistee'.s de-
parture 1 rau up-sair-s te au eud wiuudow -hîeî'a
ecd Christmnas Eve I watchad bis recedinig forai
until it laded in the distanice ; aud lîavinjgis-
auîed ucyscîf that ni>' iar eould catch biis îeet-
steps ne longer, 1 brought diouî the brokeuî desk
sud shawad it ta maunuuisa. Sic teck it hrotu uny
banda without s werd ehf reîîroech, althautgh 1
knew, poor as wa were, siue %would have isttier
lesit a iuudrad ponda. It was put oit tha table
as tenderl>' as il it liead beau a thing aofhife. The
back lied fallan eut. It lied oriuiesîl>' beau luis-
taned b>' a sprixrg which Archie in vain tîied te
uelssteuu. lu lbis audeavors teiniake the spri-âg
wark the bottoun oh the dask hll ta the grouuuî
sud witlu it s large parchumeut.

My undemoustrativa methar called eut, diOit,
childrcu, giva praise ta God 1 baie is iii>' uicha's
will !'"

Veuil>'soit wss. My mathar spread i., out,
holding it in botli bauds, whie Archue n-ad aveu'
hieu shouldai its contants, willing te hlier, tliirtv
yaars hatore, the Castie sud landsaoai Morton, a
tewn bouse in Edinburgh, sud ilt>' thiousaud
pounds ! The wilh signed sud sealed.

My mother wislied Archia at once te go honie
sud enter an action againat tic bau iinpasses-
sien, she proposiug ta part witi our-piata to a%~>
the axpeusas of bis journe>'. This lie absolit'-lY
rehused ta do, foi tic first tima iu bis liil dis-
putiug lier commanda. Hearagued thus : d"The
preseu t propriater lias beau thbuîty yaars in pos-3
session ; is it likel>'lha will give it up witbout
s long sud expansive isw-sait ? Evar>' valuable
in our possesion would net psy the expeuise ai
aven beginning snch a suit in Britain I1sum
tie principal support oh the hamil>'. Hou- aie
tha>' te be jirovided for in un> absence 1"

Little more was aaid ce the subjeet that night,
but subsaqueuti>' un>'motier toid me tiat uubc
lied forunad the resolution of gaing home heuneif
ou purpose te aobtein liai rigit ; the ides of being
foiled in the attempt ceuid neyer ba forced upout
lier.

My mother sud I olten taiked ove-r this met-
ter in aur owu roorn ater ail the otiers lied
gene te bed. tSli neyer wearied ai the thene ;
as was coevincad we weue b>' the ficding af the-
wilI ta becoma ricli sud live in our ou-u land.
Oltan niglit sitar night hava I counted the mid-
night heur sud tien ana, two, thirea, hur-
when waaried in muiid sud body 1 bava helen
aslsap whlite my nuother stili talkad on. She
wus daterîninad te go, that wss certain; sud it
was as cartaie that sha u-ho bad neyer mixed u-ithî
tie world ail liai lite was assnutit fcr aveu
tuiking sncb a voyage alone as littie FIer-
ecc with lber 8even veara. My dear nuther
w-ho depended upon me for buyiîîg ail the
claties sud lineu for the liouschld, becausqe site
could net bear te coma in coutaet witli atraugers.
She go te Bri-an a Tana! .N , .is hn
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