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THE HARP,

I havo been Caliph, only for a fow mo-
monts, and sece what 1. have. suftered.
You are Caliph all day long, what must
you theu sutter 2"

If the redonbiable Alexander spared
the city of Lumpsacus, out of consider-
ation of the wit ol a philosopher fool,
an equally direful conqueror from the
far east spared Neapolis out 'of considor-
ation for the wit of' & fool philosopher.
It happened in this wise.

When Timour Leng was approaching
the city, the inhabitants prepared to
detend themselves with vigour. Nugur
ad Deen Chodscha however who - had
been in the serviee o the first: Bajuzet
dissuaded them from doing so, telling
them to mulke him their ambassadorand
leave the rest to him.  I'he people
though doubttul of his plans, still yield-
ed to his importunitics.  Belfore pro-
ceeding on his expedition our ambass-
ador bethought him' that he must at
least approach the conqueror with some
kind of present. e resolved that it
should De fruit, but was divided in mind
ag to figs or quinces. 1 will consult
my wife” said Nusur; and he did so. The
lady was in favour of quinces. + Nagur
thereupon took figs. When he reached the
tont of the haughty conqueror and had

“announced himsel'with alldue solemnity
as the. ambassador of the beleaguer-
ed city, he presented as an’ offering
of homage his trumpery basket of figs.
Lamerlane in 2 rage ordered the figs to be
flung at'the head of'the presumptuousam-
bassador. The courtiersaccordingly pelt:
ed away awith right good will, and each
time a soft fig struck the imperturable
Nasur, he resignedly exclaimed,  Now,
the Great Allah be praised ! The Pro-
phet be thanked ! How grateful I ought
to be!” ; i

“What! fellow! how is-this ?” said
Timonr:. “we pelt you with figs and
you rejoice; and the more we pelt you,
the more you rejoice.” .

HBxactly;” said Nasur.,  “ My wife.

told me to bring quinces, and T brought
figs. Have I not reason to thank the
Prophet? Your soft figs indeed hurt,
but quinces would have beaten out my
brains."” The conqueror liughed heartily
and gave orders that for the sake of onc
fool's folly, all the other fool’s should be
sought out in the  city and spared.
“Then the whole  city is safe!” ‘said

Nasur-and started: oft with alacrity to
announce the news. : ,
“Kither emboldenad by his succoss as
ambassador, or thankful for the fuvour
conferred this same Nasur brought thoe
great Lurk a basket of gherkins for his

supper. - The warrior ordered his major-
domo to rewnrd him  with ten gold
picces.  Again when the season of full

grown cucumbers had come round, Na-
sur set-ont to tho palace with o basket
ful. But the mujor-domo remembering
the former-high recompense would not
allow him to pass until he had promised
him half the reward, . “ Halll” oxclnim-
cd Nasur;:“that were too little for so
wood o gentleman,  Thou shalt have
three quarters at least;” aud he passed
into the presence chamber. - 'limour
who was seated on the throne of cush-
ions, seeing him appronch: exclaimed:
what! another present? How mueh do
you expeet for this?  If it plonse your
wrettness, said - Nasur, I would wish o
lundred stripes. A hundred stripes!
my man.. Nay; that were indeed o
sorry return for so beautiful o basket of
cucumbers. ~ Bub said Nasur [ will re-
ceive nothing.else.. “Give thom me 'l
pray.” Well L by the Prophet’s head !
i thou wilt have them, thou shalt. Lt
him receive a hundred stripes,

Tolding his.arms and inclining his
head, Nuasur.peceived the stripes, pa-

tiently and unflinchingly until hie cameo
L)

to the 25th, stroke. I'hen he cried out”
to the belabouring official “ stop.”

Nay ! said Timour since thou wouldst
have thy hundred stripes, thou shalt. I
am-one that ‘gives full pay.—Strike
away.

“Stay; most puissant and wise wa-
rior,” exclaimed Nasur, 1 have got all
my own. l'o be honest with you tho
rest are not mine.”

How is that ?" asked the now-bowilder-
ed Tamerlane. ' =

T .will tell thee, said Nusur. " As Ten--
tered the pulace, thy major-domo made
me promise i half the reward. Think-
ing half too little for so great and good °
a gentleman, [ promised him at-least
three quarters,” Give him thercfore his
own.* Though T am poor, T am honest;
and would not defraud the gentleman of
anything. ' - ;

The major-domo received his seventy-
five stripes and Nasur went -home re-
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