
THE LITERARY GARLAND.

ny heart began to beat. They ivere not more than dogs ivili often brlug out twu and uonietinies aven
five hundred yards distant; I heard a loud crashing thrae deeriby one run-way, and had 1 but remained on
among the brush-wood, and a regular bound, bound, the shore and saved mysecond cherge, I might have
coming towards the very place where I stood ; my added another laurel to My brow. It is aiways thus
suspense did not continue long-my hand shook, and vith mankiud. Quo plus habet éo plus cupit." In
I could distinctly hear my heart beat ; out the noble deer-shooting, Ex visu oritur cupido," is a true
animal plunged directly across the road, about twenty saying, for vhet agrness can equel that of a sports.
yards from where I stood-his tongue was hanging man, whan ha gets e glance of the noble aud graca.
out, covered with foam, his nostrils distended, and his fui animai darting past him, especially if the chances
eyes glaring with fierce brightness. I was rivetted ba against his obtaining it'ý The axeitement ofdcar-
to the spot-I could not fire ; forgetting ail Hiram's shooting in the bush, is compressed into a moment,
instructions and admonitions, I could only watch in but an excitiug moment iL is; you first hear the dogs,
admiration the graceful boundings of the prince- then if tbey taka your direction, coming nearer and
like tenant of the forest. , Into the river he plunged, nearer, until the crashiug of the driad branches is
and hid ail but his head and antlers from my view- audible-then cores the trial, oh! the eagernass of
this brought me to my senses, and though scarcely that moment! the deer is either daad et your feat or
believing that a single bullet vould arrest the pro- ha is lost for that day et ieast; for unles very much
gress of such a noble beast, I prepared, with a fatigued, sud close Lu a river, ha saldom retraces his
trembling hand, and a beating heart, to fire; watch- steps, and you canuot reach anothar ruu.way hefora
ing my opportunity, when he reached a spot shallow ha has passed. Butto return-1 was soon joiued by
enough to enable him to walk, I took a hasty aim my companion, aud Hiram, whosa coid indifferauce
and pulled. How shall I dcscribe ny exulting piqued me much. 1 expactad congratulations,
ardour at seeing him, on the clearing away of the praise, and te annihilatad with questions, but no,
smoke, on bis haunches, vainly endeavouring to raise the only remark of thet taciturn individual was
himself, and gazing fearfully around. Trembling lest guess he aint bled weii, ve'd hast skin him right off
he should still escape, I gave him the other barre , aving procured a cauoe, wa draggad the animai
and half beside myself, 1 plunged into the deep, on shore' and e timer feilow 1 neyer wituessed. His
cold, and rapid stream, to grasp my prize. This, weight averagea, efter skinning aud cieaniug, fifty
however, proved no such easy matter, for, though the oua pounds par quarter, so that bis whole caressa
animal was quite dead, and loating with the current, must have been littIe short of two bundred and sixty
I found I was getting beyond my depth, and the swift- pounds. The bail and buekaiot iad boti taken deadly
ness of the water rendered it almost impossible for 1 affect; the former baving perfored te body be-
rne to keep my feet. I moreover wasgetting numb- twean the second aud third ribs, and the latter being
ed with cold, and I began to conceive that my scattared ail overjthehead. Thejdogs ware perfetiy
ardour savoured more of indiscretion than I first savage ith deligbt et tssting the blood, aud 1 stood
imagined. With considerable difficulty I reached the overlooking the operation, like Nimrod of old.
shore, shivering, dripping, puing like a half drowned After the operation of disambowelling was coi-
rat, and my teeth daucing a jig in my head with cold. pleted, ive procured a pole, snd insarting it balivea
But where were the dogs ail this time I None of the head and legs Lied together, Hirmn snd I wili
them liad come out on the track of the deer, and they caci an end on our sioulders procaadad homewards,
continued giving splendid tongue, Gucss my sur- whiisb my companion earried the guns.
prise and astonishment at seeing, a few moments in bis triumphal car evor fait prouder than did I,
after, another fine deer, in size seemingly larger than 1 staggering along undar the waight of these two hum-
the former, bound across the road, within tan dre pouuds of venison. But custom in tiis, as it in
yards of me, and gently walk into the river,.yidsofme adgetl wlkinotu rve. apt to do in other things, itas in sme degree bsnish-
seized my gun, doubting my senses, whether it might ed tie charm. Ah, reader, if thou hast neyer
not be the one I conceived I had shot. In my stretched a buck on the ground, thou ivilt laugi ai
eagerness I took aim at the brute and would have my ardour, but bhou wilt respond to it, if ever afler
fired, but alas my weapon was not charged. I a iresone weh ofsomne couple of hours, thou hast
cursed my senseless folly and delay, and began bel- hard the music of thy beaubiful houud approsching
lowing with ail my might for my companions, but ou the track of thy pray, and if tby sbaady arm sud
the deer had reached the opposite shore in safety, irusty gun have laid tit victim low, titn thot
and was again lost in the shade of the trackless for- knowesb how cheering is tie shout whici ennouncea
est. I looked again, and again, to assure myself that bis dath aud downfali. What feeling eau ha more
it was my.prey which I saw floating in an eddy of glorious tian in a fine bracing October momning, lu
the river, and in this assurance I urged the 4l9gs tramp forth in stqrdy iudepeodence, with your gan
across on the scent of the other deer, but they refus- on yow- shoulder, aud your trusby hound ly your
cd to pass the dead animal end continued to lounge att side, your pockets weii lined wit grub 10 sustain
ýnY heais. 1 liad not then lsrued litai the sane 1ithe outward one, and with a comfortable drop of


