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an almost immediately she turned to her maidk
of honour, who stood, pale and trembling, behind

CHAPTER XVIn. her chair.
"Thou hast shown excellent taste, Elizabeth!'

THE QUEEN REOENT. she whispered in her ear, with a smile; I am
1 much pleased with the look of this gallant of-'UAL n'HocQuiNcouRT immediately ceased thine."

ing, and all the assembly rose from their Then, in a graver tone, she addressed Fabian:as Anne of Austria entered, accompanied "A pproach, young man! It gives me plea-by Mademoiselle de Montglat. The Queen sure to see near me a gentleman who is reported
jSIt quitted the state apartments, and she as so faithful to my cause."
*Ore the rich costume in which she bad pre- Fabian's first impressions past, he had readily4 ini the court circle. overcome his trouble of mind, and, with a firm

needed not the announcement of the step and calm demeanor, ho advanced and knelt
the to recognise in this imposing personage before the Queen.
k *Qnftn Regent of France. On seeing her "Rise, sir!" said the Regent, graciously; " we

in th proud and majestic, blazig wit have heard you spoken of as a bold and resolutek ualthe spiender of royal parade, the cavalier."
Oountry youth experienced a sentiment of And I can afirm," interposed DHocquin-

approsching fear, and felt bis courage c aniofsir,"terposed D u
Ifur the accomplishment of bis secret designs. court, unceremoniously, I that Your Majesty, in

y eagerly sought the countenance ofnt been deeived. You may believe
th ,.but e swothin there toeassre o me, for I have seen him at work, no longer agoned., but ae saw notbing there t re-assure than yesterday, on the Pont-Neuf."r4hld. Mademoiselle de Montglat was atil "lEvery one will admit Marshal d'Hocquiu-Pale than she bad been in the morning; her "Er oe will adi Maraged'Hou-

f betrayed a profound and heavy grief; court to be an excellent judge of courage," cour-met those of Fabian, but they expreed teously replied the Queen; " and this young man
h but despair. It could not then be she ought to be proud of such testimony. But, ath ante-chamber, had promised him as- the present time, more is wanted than the brute

but who was this mysterious friend, courage which might lead one to face danger in
1 enoughs te promise protection, even in a a popular tumult, or in a battle-fray; the safety

t~evee of the state sometimes requires another species
Il h yen in its holy keeping, gen- of courage, and such we expect from our young

said Anne of Austria, courteously an- champion. Shall our hopes be justided?"
lo nIg the profound reverences of her council- Fabian had risen from bis knee and now stoodfrI trust you will pardon my delay. The opposite the Queen'a chair. The courtiers stood

o freuenters of the Grand Gallery knew around with their looks fixed, by twus, on the
Ia Y Most faithful and loyal subjects Regent and on the young adventurer; the latter,eti cle here; and never, believe me, hua whose early embarrassment had now given place

tme se irksome a it a to a noble boldness, now replied, with a respect-
fue mnlination:

th- .ral wor, the Queen took her ", Io it not the duty of asubject to obey his

THE YOUNG R 'nruni

thet le had been one of the first instigators of place in the arm-chair reserved for her, and ex-t4 te rprise, the execution of which it was in- changed a few words in a low tone with esch ofhlldd to entrust to Fabian. They endeavoured those present. The Baron de Croisai came last;t'O clr him, but d'Hocquincourt was one of but the Regent seemed to listen to him very un-men whom every endeavour to appease willingly, and she soon interrupted him.
hnly irritates still more, until bis aholer has ex- " 'Tis well, Monsieur de Croisai," she saidhauted itself. aloud; " confide to you all the details of thislaWe shall meet again, De Croisai!" he ex- project. But where is the young squire whoclavine vehemently; " and if any undue means was to lend us the aid of his arm? You told me,have been used to induce this man to do any I believe, thàt I should find him here?"ting repugnant to bis feelings, 1, the marshal " Behold him, Madam!" replied the Baron,
1 ,0 lquincourt, promise to support him in bis taking his brother by the hand to conduct him1, even should our project fail entirely." before the Queen.

'&a this moment, the large door of the chamber Anne of Austria bent upon Fabian that quick*%a thrown wide open, and an usher announced and penetrating look which characterised ber;4he Queen!" A-U


