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upon you. Your riches aro corrupted, and your
garments are moth-eaton. Your gold and silver is
cankered; and the rust of thom shall bo a witness
against you; and shall cat your flesh as it were fire.
Yo havo heaped treasurcs together for the last days,
Behold, the hire of tho laborers who have reaped
down your fields, which is by you kopt back by
fraud, crioth ; and the cries of them which have
roaped are onlered into the ears of the Lord of
Sabbaoth. Certainly thisdon't apply to the Disciples
of Christ, I3ut many will say, that was spoken to
tho world! Brothren, if you do what the world is
doing, you will bo condemned with tho world
Thoro will be no oxcuso at the judgment day. If
you havo kopt back anything that belonged to the
Lord, you can never oxpect to heur tho voice of
Jesus saying to you, Well done, good and faithtul
sorvant, entor thou into the joy of thy Lord. Itis
well for us to give heed to our givings, and seo that
they are established on a sure basis.

Many thanke to kind brethren for donations re-

coived,
Yours in Christian love.

. J. MESSERVEY.

CORNWALLIS.

Thusecason’sheartiest greotings to all your readers,
May peaco and good-will abound. In looking back
over the year that is just passing, wo see much for
which we should be very grateful, Our kiod Fathor
in heaven has watched tenderly over us, and be-
stowed on us many rich blessings, His work in
this locality has been fairly successful, aud the
brothron are united and hopeful. Death, it is true,
has visited some of ‘the families of our brethren,
but we bolieve the sanctifying inflaences of afilie-
tion will yield *‘ the peaceable fruit of righteous
ness.” We know that all things shall *¢ work
togothor for good to them that love Gud,” et us
be sure and love Gud, tnen all will bo well,

Many have beon the expressions of kindness to
us, and interest 1n our work sinco coming to this
field. The brothren ssem to anticipate our every
want, and secem happy to do what they can to hold
up our hands, They made us a very pleasant
donation visit last week, and left us the hetter off
by about $45.00, near the half of which was in cagh,
the balance in just such things as wero most nceded,
Wo spent a very pleasant evening, We wero entet-
tained with music, both vocal and instrumental,
The preseutation was made by Bro. Holz, who,
with Sister Holz, had kindly thrown open their
part of the house to entertain the company, and
did all 1n thoeir power to make the affair a success,
Speeches were made by a number present, but the
speech of the evening was by our good Bro, Thomas
O. Blenus, Such gathorings we boliove to bo
profitable, not only to the preacher, but also to all
concorned.  The good feeling and aympathy thu®
awakened by coming togother socially goes far to
mako the work lighter, and pleasanter for all.
After a prayor by the writer, the company broke
up, all feeling that a very onjoyable evening had
been spent,

We have nothing new to roport as to the success
‘of our work. Indoed, now that the cold winter is
hore, we shall nov be able o do much moro than
keop the interest alive. But our prospocts for an
advanced movement tho coming season are good,
Lot us onter on tho year 1888 with ®arnestness, and
strong faith in God. I3, O, Forn,

Port Williame, Dec. 27, 1837,

MILTON.

For the last few weeks I have been laboring with
the church in Milton. Tho congregation here is
quite large and influential. In fact, this is ono of
our oldest churches in the Province of Nova Scotia,
It was organized by Elder Bonjamin Howard in
1841. Tt was my privilego to hear Mr. Howard
proach and form his acquaintanco when a boy
whilo a student of Abington Collego in Dlinois in

1862, Ho waa theu quito old and was living in
MecHenry County in that Stato,

This church has been highly favored in many
respeots, It has always had a great deal of home
tatent. It has also enjoyed tha teaching from time
to time of somo of ‘ho ablest preactiers in tho
reformation. About forty-five differont ones havo
labored with and for this congregation, Some, it
it is true, havo labored only a fow weeks, while
othura have romained for years. But it is not my
purpose, at present, to write a historical sketch of
this church. Still, I may in the future, as I have
been requested to write an account of all tho con-
gregations of Disciples in Nova Scotia, and am at
presont gathoring material to this end.

We have beon having services in tho vestry of
the church a part of the timo, including oighteen
ovonings, Our social meetings have boen very
ploasant and profitable. It has seldom beon my
privilego to meot with a mnore talonted congregation,

Wo wore particularly aoxious to dovelop the
speaking ability of tho individual members of the
church. Consequontly, as the meoting progressed,
more and moro tovk part in the sorvices, thug
helping to make them intercating and profitable.

The Elders, brothren Allen, Minard and Jabuz
Freoman, are mon of uablemished reputaicon,
loved by all, hated by none. Tho deacons, brothren
A. G. Ford, McKeown and Homeon, are an honor
to any congregation, Thezo are also a number of
young men, including brathren Alfred Xempton
and Athorton Ratchio, who ought to be educated,
and thus be enabled to devote their lives to the
winistry. However, this church has done well
in being tho mother of so many preachors,
including the Murrays, E. C. Ford, Josoph Gates,
T. S. K. Feeeman, otc. Its members top, have
been widely scattered, and gone to other parts of
Auwerica, and holped to enrich and build up other
congregations,

The old time prejudico here is gradually dying
away. Thankegiving day was kept by holding
union services,in the Congregational church in the
morning, and in the Christian church in the even,
ing. The Congregational minister, tho Rov, M.
Godard, is one of the most kind and lovable of
men, and tho best of feeling prevails between the
two congregations.

¢ How sweot, how heavenly is the sight,
When those that love the Lord,

In one another’s peace delight,

And so fulfill the word.”

Our largest congregations on Lord’s day morn.
ing have nutabered about one hundred and seventy,
in the evening, about four hundred and fifty.
Threo haveo united with the church sinco I came,
and we have been carnestly praying and laboring
to gather others into the fold of Christ,

1t seems like a dream that I am here. I look
around and sec the rocks, the groves, the lumber
woods, and then the waters of tho Atlantic. I seo,
too, the Liverpool river, meandering through
Milton, going on to join the wators of the great
scas, The late rains aro swelling the river, and
tend to gladden tho hearts of the lumbermen, and
also the people gonerally. Tho logs in vast numbers
are floating down, and the mills have begun opera-
tion, and times will gradually grow better, Nearly
overybody of lato have been crying hard times.
How soon, too, the cry becomes chronic. When
times are good people should propare for revorsos;
in beautiful weather, prepare for the siorms; in
heaith, prepare for the days of adversity; and in
youth preparo for old age, and tho nover ending
spring-tide boyond thoe dark gos, How dark and
dreary would life be without the hope of enjoying
a homo in heaven.

‘That home, O how swecet,
It thrills upon the heart;
Home where the loved oncs mect
And nover, nover part,
W. K. Borsr,

Y)ecember 12th, 1887,

THE BLESSED TASK,
T said ¢ swoet Master hear mo pray,
For love of Theo tho boon I ask ;
Give me to do for Thoo oach day
Some simplo, lowly, blessed task.”
And listoning loug, with hope olato,
I only hear Hum whiaper, ** Wait,”

The days went by, but nothing brought
Boyond the wonted round of cave,
And J was voxed with anxious thought,
And found tho wailing hard to bosar;

But when I said *‘ In vain I pray,”
T hear Him answor gently ** Nay."

In praying still and waiting on,
And pondering what the waiting meant,
This knowledge sweet at last 1 won—
Aad Oh, tho depth of my content !
M¥ blessed task for evory day
s humbly, gladly tv obey.

And though T daily, hourly fail

T'o bring my task to Him complete,
And must with constant teara bewail,

My fallures at my Master’s feot,
No other service would 1 ask,

Than this my blessed, blessed task.

Harrier McEwex KiMBALL,

2IE STARVING POOR.

Fow who observed tho eagor throngs in the streets
and avenues last weok purchasing Christmas gifts
would think of the other and dark side of the pic-
ture, the many thousands of idle and starving men
and women at présont in this city. The two sides
of tho picture are g0 incongruous that the mind can
scarcely be forced to dwell upon both. One will
run up against two or threo hungry-looking men
standing with wistful gazo at a cornor, eagerly
anxious to work at anything if it could be got; but
woulc any one for a moment think that there are
just now no leas than one hundred thousand idle
wen and women in this city in a destitute and
starving condition? Novertheless it is true, and
notwithstanding the facts that this year has been
unusually good for business—that factories have
beon running full time—that the building trades
have been busy—that the clothing and shoe trades
have rarely been brisker—and that the iron trade
has been booming. Bat all havo their slack or
idle season, and unfortunately in the most of them
it ocenrs just at this holiday time, Many thou-
sands thus instead of rejoicing and welcoming the
approach of the ho'idays dread thoir arrival. The
great bulk of them while at work can only earn
enough to make ends meet, and cannot possibly
lay asido any portion of their earnings to keep them
when laid off.

Of course it is only a percentage of that wage-.
earning clags that is presently in a destitute con-
dition, but if the vast number employed irm® the
varions industries bo considered, it will not then
surprise any ono to be told that there are 100,000
idle men and women in this.city at present, In
the building trades tho dull time commenced a
week ago and will last till the beginnicg of April,
There ave 7,000 bricklayers, 2,500 brown-stone
cutters and rubbers, 2,000 laborers, and 700
roofers. Then there are 8,000 painters, and of
theso alone over 1,600 are presently going idlo and
looking for work. Of the 8,000 Union-curpontors
350 aro already idle, and the rost are mostly on
short time, Allogether in conncction with tho
building industey at least 15,000 aro already idle,
and 10,000 moro will be added bofore the winter is
far advanced. About $00 cabinct wmakers are now
idlo, as well as 100 wmpholstorers and 100 carvors.
Tho clothing industry gives employment to about
60,000 men, and of theso avloast one-half aro idlo,
owing to tho slack scason, It is estimated that
there aro aiways about 5,000 longshoremen and
dock laborers idle, and at beat their wages only
 avorago $9 a weok. At least 3,000 cigarmakors are




