
January,1895. THE CHRISTIAN.
preach te you Christ crucified. Behold the
Lamb of God who takoth away the sin of the
world! " Groater love hath no man than this,
that a man should lay down his life for his
friende. But God comnmendoth his love toward
us in that while we were yet sinners Christ died
for us." O, comply-fall in with the drawings
of the Holy Spirit; yield te the testimuony; re-

pent and turn te God. To day if you will hear
his voice, after so long a Lime, harden not yonr
heartn. Have yon believed and repentedi Do
yon now believe and repent? Can you froi the
bottom of your heai t say, I do, on the testinony
of theApostles and Prophets, believe that Jesus
is the Christ the Son of God. I have given my
heart to God, I would and will serve him to the-
extent of my knowledge and ability now and
forever; and the language of your heart is,
Lord, what wilt thon have me to do? A.nd yet
you have net given your body to the Lord by
being baptized into His church and kingdom on
earth. The answer of inspiration te your ques-
tion is, Now, why tarriest thoul arise and be
baptized, and wash away your oins calling on
the Dame cf the Lord. This vas the Spirit'a
answer by Ananias to the believing penitent,
Saul of Tarsus, standing as you now stand-
Who can forbid water that these should not be
baptized.

In extending te our readers THE COMPLI-
MENTS OE THE SEAsON, wO see many reasons for
praising God for His blessings, both spiritual
and temporal, in the year just closed. And-

lst. Many cour.tries are suffering financially;
but we are saved fron real want, and " the wil-
ling and obedient are permitted te est the fruit
of the land."

2nd. Other nations are destroying eacb other
with more than the ferociousnesq f besats cf
prey, but vo are eujoying great quietuess, and
can work and worship, noue daring to make us
afraid.

3rd. We see in the so-called Christian world
a growing anxiety for the union of ail who love
the Saviour, and hopeful signs that the true
ground on which ail ean unite with honor to
the Lord, will be diecovered. As a union in
heart and affection for each other muet largely
predominate in reaching that onenesa for which
Jeans prayed, it is most gratifying te witness
the grovth of Christian feelings for bodies
separated by the doctrines and commandments
of men. The sentiment, " less of creed anJ more
of Christ," is spreading more and more every
year.

4th. There is also au increasing desire among
Chuistians to send the glad tidings of great joy
to all people. The dividing walle are gradually
but certainly crumbling befoe the light and
heat of edeeming love. The sane gospel that
levelled the partition wall between Jew-Y and
Gentiles i now levelling the imaginaty wall
between the unconditional elect and non-elect.
Preachers are net now afraid te repeat thE
angels' message to the shepherds " to ail peuple

nor to tell " tha Jess by the graco of hed
should taste death for every man," ner tbat "he
is the propitiation for the sins of the whoE

world." For this %we are thankful.
5tb. In our own ranks is much to encouragt

us. Both here and in the United Stat es, mer
are turning to the Lord. Promising young
brethren are preparing to enter the field ai

preachers.
6th. Notwithstanding the severity of th

tines, and scaicity of money, mote bas beel
raised by us for Foreign Missions in the las

year, than in any other year. More preachini
bai ben doue. and more couverts gained thai

ever before in the sane time.
7th. Our paper still lives and prospers; an

although imperfect, we trust it is doing tru
and honest work for the Master. Let ail see

Divine aid, deny self and -.ePteything that works ii
against the knowledge of Christ and lis cause, g
and God, even our God, will bless us in the t
years to come, and His naie will have all the
praise.

t
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Your third question, " What are our greatest
needs," and your fourth question, Il What are our
greatest hindraîîces," rnay hoe expressed in one, as
the lack ot anything heol is j a hindranco. We
may state the question in this form: What are our
needs, of which we are deficient that retards
greater succese. I take for granted that jeu admit
of sucese, but not the degree of suces we should
have. You no doubt feel delighted witb the suc-
ceas when viewed in the light of our deficienoies.
One defioiency ia in the Iack of unity. It in only
when uuited we con expeot prosperity. Divided,
vo wili fail in our attenipts to succeed. We have
beeu succeful in restoring primitive conversion,
and primitive worship, in its simplicity and spirit.
uality. We insist in stoing back to Jerusaletn for
our order of worship, and back to Oniserea Phil-
lîpi for our Saviour. IL in à lamentable fact, that
the Christ of Bethlehem and of Calvary, bai been
measurably lent in creeds, dogmes, and ohurelhiani.
While we have gone back of Romaniam and sect-
arianiani, and but on Christ the solid rock, ais our

sure foundation, ve have not been as succesaful as
we ought in the erection of the building. We are
a unit as te the foundation, but in the great work
of construction there seemu te ho a confusion of

tonRuea. We say very deliberately and cautiousiy
and jet with eniphasis, that this divisive condition
of church worlç, ie the block to success. IL in just
a necessary that vo should ho united on how te

build, as what te buiid, aud on wbat te build.
Noah and bis sons were united on the plan, and
dimensions and xnsterial et the ark, as tho Lord

commanded; but suppose tbey h&d divided on hov
tihe verk should ba done; and becauso of thoir dif-

ferences wonld net vork, whst bonefit veuld thoir
union on order, desiga, and material, bave beeni

You nue overything depended on their united
labors Contonding for order, plan, and size,
would nover build an ark. Their soluation dspond-

ed upon the ark, net on their faithi u ark. The

building o! the ark depended on their united efforts.

You undoubtedly %ce that our greatest need is

unity in action, 3il at vork, aud altogether, as

Paul Prenauts it, « The whole body (flot a part of

it), fitly joined together (unity) and compsoted (by
the cernent of love) by that whicb ew'ry joint sup-

plieth, accorditLg te the effectuai welrking (flot tbink-

îuor believing, or talking) iu the moasure ef

erery part, maKetb increase (sucecesi) efthie body

(churcb) unte the edifying of itaelf in love."-

Eph. iv. 16. Here i. the banner ve fly te the

breeze. The united action of ail the inembers of

t the body or church. If anY of the members of the

1body are net fillins, their functions, net working.

Sfor the increaee cf the body, they are a block te the

health and succeis of tbe body, and muet be dec.

tored until brcutbt into their normal condition, If

their ceue is cbronic and canuot b. cured, they wiii
b ave te bu se.parated from tbe body, or be a con-

z tînuai imipedîmeit, te the strenzth and growth of

the body. Here je the tiuity that the Alpuaties

Senpbaizes and makes absolttcl essen îtiai te the

ercspurityocf Zion. Whatever our unit7 ot doc.

z trino may b., it wiii avail us nothing uniea" vo are

nited in carnest labor. florein wo find tho reli-
ious problein of the ago-tho return te the primi-
ive ApoRtolic lifo of tho church.

H-ow closely wo watch any intrusion in doctrine,
nd treat the outrance of any new idea, " As the
isciples on the sea did the coming of their Mas.
er, declare it a ghost," and at the saine time pur-
mit the brother to go scot free who knows but
ittle and cares less of Christian activity. Cold
Christianity is a mianomer. It is much botter to
have a mistake in our head, than an ice-berg in
ur heart. We get so anxious te bu orthodox in
principle, that we lose sight of the orthodoxy of
ife, and a-e apt te become hetrodox in its most
mnportant sense.

We are more than anxiois about this question
-bocause wo know from thirty Vears' experience
nd observation in the work of the church, that the
great need, and the greatest need, is an active
united effort on the part of aIl members of corpor-
ative bodies. Tiîeir corporative relations and
responsibilities make it imperative that ail the
nembes should be united and active. It was

said that " My people lsrael have simned," when
Achan was the one who did the wrong; shnwing
that one member in the body can destroy its
prosparity.

Tou say, "It fi imp.ssible to work with any
church or people, whose plana and ways of working
are contrary to your ideas." This has been said

many times, sud successfully refuted by the his-
tory of every. body of peuple. These many years
that we have been engaged in the good work, we

h'ave never found the church or people with whom
we could fully agree as te the plan or manner of
work. We have often wished we could find a con-
pany who would agree with us in our ideas of

church work. But this will never be found this
aide of the heavenly life. This is true of ail earn-
est workers. He whose heart or conscience will

net admit him to work with a hody of earnest,

praying working disciples of Christ, has a consci-
ence that " needs watching." Our close observa-
tion bas led us to fear that those whose wisdom
and knowledge are so much above the wisdom of a
devoted working church, as to prevent them work-
ing with it, that their heads are very much larger
than their hearts. Our attitude toward such,
however, should ho that of patience, kinduess, and
love, and to try very faithfully to win them to the

work of the Lord.
Yeu ses, by this time, that our ides concerning

our greater prosperity, depends tapon greater unity,
and greater activity. And we believe, th. Disci-

pies of Christ are getting to understand this, and
many are laying aside their notions and entering

the work with energy. When the time comes that
the church will be alive and united in the salvation
of the world, esteeming the work of the Lord
greater than the opinions we may hold, then will

we uee the degree of pr.sperity for which we now

so earnestly pray.

There are othor needs and hindrances that
might ho mentioned, that we will admit for the
present. Ye will find the answer to your fifth
question i. e., " What will you do with the pions
unimmersed?" in Deceinber nunber of the Cnais-
Tm, at the end of Bro. W. Emmou's sermon. If
you have the " Christian System," vol. 4. turn to

page 302, and yon will find the sane answer Riven
by Bru. A. Campbell. Ho says that ho is of the
opinion, that " w.hen a neglect proceeds frin a
simple mistake or sheer ignora.c-, and when thore
is no aversion but a will to do ail rhe lerd con.
manda, the Lord will admit such into His ever-
lasting kingdom." But ho says also, that this
doe net rofer te those wh undurstand the nature
snd uauth -rity of Qod's commandeand stili refuse

them. Bro. Garrison, the editor of the Christiat
Esangelist, says. " We know of no rep-esentative
"an among us whoî holda a coLtrary view to that

expressed by Bro. CampbeUl. IL M-


