
CANADIAN DRUGGIST.

fre(iiently asserted, that the only reiedics
whicl are to.day paymng are imexpensive
pills, advertised to produce miacles at
fifty cents per box. If the pills cost tlrec
or four cents lier homx, and can be sold re-
tail at fifty cents, there is sutlicient scope
for profit to eniable the proprietor to give
practically infliiitiiied advertising cotracts,
and thereby sustain a demand. If this is,
as we have soute reasoin to believe il is,
the secret of the new cra in advertising,
we are certain it cannot last, as sooner or
later an exposure will be made whici will
land such remnedies high and dr) out of
the tide of trade.
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It is alvays difficult to foietell the
future : but as it is ustually generated fron
events of the past, a rougi guess iay
safely be made. Considering that past
events and present conditions have been
froi good to bad, we may assume that
the latter condition will continue to pre.
vail unilss radical changes take place at
an early date.

Tlie moment the miclbers of the drug
trade reali/.ed that p.atent imedicne mani-
facturers hlad inaigurated a iev systen
or avenue for the distribution of their
goods, that moment they, in turn,. adopted
new iiiethods of treatinmg the difliculty.
First, couinter distribution of advertising
imatter was discontinued, and the manui-
facturer was put 10 tohousands of dollars

expei-c for navlling and distributing
agents se<:înd, organized coiipanies
were instituîted to ianuifacture substitute
goods for co-operative purposes, and met
with coisiderable success : third, drug-
gists who filt soiewhat jealous of co-
operative goods saw no reason vhyv
articles of their own. of sitilar import.
should not prove supplantiive ; and to this
last cause the pateit.miedicine uant of tl.
day properly ascribes his chief dilliculties,
as lie re•ilizes that lie lias to pay for the
creation of a demîand for goods for which
the mîuan who fills the order by substittu-
tion bas to pay nothing.

'Tlie foregoinlg is, in our belicf, a truc
stateient in condensed form of past, pre-
sent. and prospective conditions, and,
while il is no part of our duty to deter-
mine or point out the policy to lue pur.
sued by the manufacturer, we would sig-
gest that lie attach his own expeience to
the above description and caiefully con-
sider where lie was leading. The drug
trade is not as dependent îupon the ad-
vertised patent reuiedies as iany would
suppose. It could exist, and possibly

with greatel success tian at present, if
advernsed renedic; were unknown ; and
ungiless honest. carnest, and coibined
effort- are put forth by the present manu.
facturers to rectify Iatters on the lines
now being îggested, we are not sure but
the day of extinction for their trade is
near ai hand.

Review of the Year t895.

In% attempting to select the subject en-
titled to the first place in hIe discoveries
of tle past year, we think there can be
little doubt thit Argon will lie facile
princeps. Although, stctly spieiking, it
was discovered by Lord Raleigh, and in-
vestigated by Professor Ranisay towards
the close of 1894, the whole scientific
world reccived the first announcemiient
with sonething more than suspicion.
Sinice then overwhelhninîg evidence of itb
existence lias beei produced. foreigi
savants have exainied it, and the United
States lias awarded the discoveiers one of
ils iost substanîtial prizes. whilst the
Royal Society has conferred its niedals,
and the Frtich Acadcmy its I.ecomte
pri/.e. During the past year the progress
of serumîî therapeutics cani hardly be said
o have been so great a.S was alnticipated.

Statistics. usually mlîisleading, have been
specially confusing to those who wanted a
clear and unbiased reply as to the value
of diphtheria atithoxin, tetanus antitoxin.
etc. There can be little doblit that we
are only on the threshold of the subject,
and Goethe's cry, I .iLght, niore light," is
particularly applicable at the Moment.
As long as we are ignorant of the exact
chemical nature of the antitoxins and
their biological relation and therapeutical
properties, the experimlcents are being
Made, more or less, in the dark. The
enîdless series of organic derivatives still
formî a rich harvest to the experinental
thierap>eutists-and the German i miaufac-
t urers.

TII ERA'EUTICs.

Contributions to our knowledge of the
physiological action of the extract of the
suprarenal capisules have been made by
Oliver and Schafer, who conclude they
aire secretory rallier than destructive, and
that the products act as tonics to the
miuscular tissues. Moore also examîined
the samne substance and suggests that it is
a powerful reducing naterial, and Na-
barro found it to consist of globulins and
niucleo-allbumîîins, pepsin and peptones
beinig absent. Schafer and Oliver have
also proved that extract of pitutary body
raises the blood pressure, whilst that of
thyroid lowers. This opposite action dis.
proves the assunmption that the two glands
are vicarious in fuiction. Fraser proved
thiat the antitoxic scrun of animails ren-
dered immune to stiake bites possesses
deinite antidotal properties. Thle snake
pOisoI antito.in of one kind of venoi
renders an animal resistanît to others.
Cancer antitoxin is prepared by Richet

fromt a tuior rubbed up with water and
injected into dogs or asses. After a few
days the blood was drawn and serui
separated. 'The successful treatment of
two cases of cancer was reported in l'aris.
As syphilis is unknown in aninials, Bayet
obtained an antisyphilitic seruin froi the
blood of cows and sheep, and treated the
'hisease with injections of this pure serui.
After fiftecn days the syphilitic eruption
lad disappeared.

Contradictory reports are still appear-
ing in the veterinary journals as to the
diagnostic value of nallcine and tuber-
culin in detect'ng latent glanders and
tulberculosis in cattle. Pickering lias
shown that the introduction of the chlor-
ie atoin into the caffeiie iolecule con-
siderably modifies the action, chlorocaf-
femle producing far less tonic contraction
of the heart thlan caffeine. Digitoxin lias
been re::onimended by Masius and Corin
as the tmost prompt and reliable principle
of digitalis. Its cardiac action is very
narked in doses of 5 milligram, whilst
W%'enizel suggested ils administration in
the fori of an eneia, in order to reduce
the risk of gastric disturbance. Accord-
ing to Schinuey, the conbination of guai-
acol and Pertivian balsan ha; given the
best results in tubercuilosis. Inhalations
of the balsat are also recomnended.
Lederer proposed the use of saligenin in-
stead of salicin, as by this means the
patient is relieved of the work of splitting
up salicin into saligenin and sugar in the
internaIl economîy. Saligenin is now casily
prepared fromî carbolic acid and torial-
dehyde by Von Heyden's patent. The
value of piparaziie as a solvent of uric
acid stones lias been disputed. The
physiological action of enietine and
ceplinlie, the two alkaloids of ipe-
cacuanha, isolaied by Paul and Cowiley,
have been exaniined by Wild, who finds
that cepha!ine is the more powerful
enietic, acting in doses fron 1-.? grain,
whilst a!. least 1.4 grain of emetine is
regîisite.

NEW R.\iIS

To the production of iodofori substi-
tutes there appears no end. Airol is the
latest candidate, and is the naime giveui by
l.udy to an oxy-iodo-gallate of bismuth.
It is voluminous, odorless, and stable,
and as a dusting powder for ulcers, etc.,
lias already gained somte little reputation.
Liebreclit and Rolinann have obtained a
soluble silver albuiin salt, which they
call argoi, and recoinend as superior
to other silver salis, as it is non-irritating
to the iicous nienbiane, an effective
antiseptic, and specially active on species
of gonococci. Parachlorophenol lias beei
successfully used in the formi of ointment
in the treatnient of erysipelas. B3isimithol
is a phosphosalicylate of sodium and bis-
iiuth, and is clained to combine antisep.
tic and antipyretic properties. An oint-
nient of io per cent. strength and a solu-
tion of 4 per cent. have been used in the
antiseptic treatnient of wounds, £kin dis.
cases, etc. Mellinger has introduced the
iethyl ester of gallic acid,C, H ..O..,under


