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LIKE DRAWS T0 LIKE.

BY REV. WILLIAM ARNOT..

S

.

«Boing letrgo they-wenbd- o - thoir -own:=Actsdv. 23:.

It i2 observed' that inv many cases,
though by no.means:in- all,.those who de-
vote themselis intensely to the studf of
Nature lose their faith in.God. Thisis a-
melancholy feature in the history:of hu>
man experience;for in the mysteries of
Natuze a believer ‘maighit discover many
Kelps to faith:: I suppose-the-absorbing
study of physical facts and* laws. i# like
those potent’ remedies- which either-kill
or cure. It'kills a formal; external, unreal
faith; but where- there is a living f4ith;.
scareely anything is=better calculated to
strengthen : i than- to- observe- the might
and the constansy of Natare:

Thougtidiops of ‘water are-dlsaipated'in’
the air; congealéd in icebergs-on mountain
ridges, and scattered on inland! plains,
every one, when at length let go, returns
to its own in the ocean. Not one s per-
manently kept separate; not one solitary
wanderer misses the way home. Every
creature afterits kind ; and the new ereature
in Christ is not an exception to the rule:
The-children of the Kingdom may be long
liapt separate from their Iead, and from
each otber,.but they will certainly reach
their owar at longthh.  “Blessed are the
Tome-siak; for they shall get bome” If
. any that hiave been renewed into Christ’s
likeness were-Kept parmanently away from
their Redéemer's presence; the fact would
be an anemaly in creation,—would prove
that the-constancy of¢ nature hadicensed to
Yo a lawi of God:

I havesometimes entertained tHe thought
—nursed” the- iraagination, uniif it grew-
beyond* endurance, painful—if" the: sun;
should:let go Lis hold of this gloBe; if the
law of gravity shonld snap asunder like
the cord of a sling inawhich you- swing a-
stone-roundtyour head, where would the:
great earth:balli go?  To-its own. But
where, or whiat?  The- seriplural expres-
sion, the ‘blackness of"darkness.for ever, |
leaps into your memory, but does nothing

to-satisfy the overstrained wind, If the
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Reédéomen should* forget: his ransomed ;:if”
Ha should 'relax:His hold and let them go.
But why vex ourselves: with an imagina-
tion which is impossibledn fact? ¢ Neither
deathy: vor life, nor. things present, nor
tliings-to come, shall. be able to separate
us: from the love of God which is in
Christ. Jesus our Lord.” T love the con-
stancy of Nature, for it shadows forth to
me the constancy of grace.

Tt seems to+ be & law of being, animate
and inanimate;- material and spiritual, that
the unit which Has been separated from
its kind, as soon as it obtains liberly re-
turns to its~own.

The science: of ohemistry supplies
the best examples—and supplies ex-
amples in the greatest profusion. Chem-
ists are a favoured chiss of workmen;.
they are admitted into the secret cliambers-
of Nature,*and see: with naked eye- the
movement of her mysteriesi: When by
throwing a solvent: fnte a* cruciblé which
contained wo- elernents in combination,
they bave let go.the feebler constituent
thuttbiad from thebsginning of the world
been forcibly. Jocked 1w the embrace of its
robuster brother, they-are privileged to ses
the released prisoner go straight, whether
by evaporation or precipitation, to the
to, the place where it can mingle with its
own. The-impalpable mist,.as soon as it
is set:frea from the grasp ofithe heavy sea,
water; rises; like a bird on ths wing, to its
own kith andi kin among the clouds; and
conversely, whien the moisture, which is
held fast on bigh in combination with the -
atmosphere, .is by. certain changes of tem-
perature Joosed and let go, it hastens, in
the form of innumerble rain drops, down
to its parents, earth and sea. More exact-
ly-than the ox knows its owner, and the
ass his master's crib, the elements of mat-
ter, when released from. comstraining che-
mical or mechanical combinations, know
and‘fad the way back to their own,

The iastincts of animals are, in their own
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