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A NEW OPERATION FOR THE CURE 0F DETACH-
MENT 0F THE RETINA.*

By Dr. Leopoid Mller, Privatdocent, Vienna..

Detachmient of the retina hias always been considered
art incurable disease. It is to be deplored that it destroys the
eyesighit in one or bath eyes of mnany peaple at the best time
of life and that it threatens and warries those individuals
-%vho are highly myopie and have a tendency te retinal de-
tachnient and learn thieir danger fram friends, physicians oi
popular books. The most frcquent cases of retinal detacli-
1înentwvhich I endeavar ta cure accur in hight mnyopia.

My aperation is perfarmned an the pasteriar segment of
tlie eyeball, a new field. Until now, puncture of the sciera
lias been made in the anteriar segment anly. The operation
is sinmilar ta no other miethad. Before deseribing it I will
first consider tlue previaus custaniary treatment of retinal
detachment and then mention the eircumstances which sug-
gested ta me the operatian. The previaus thearies wrhlich
tried ta explain the cause of retinal detachment did nat agree
-%vith the facts, whereas nîy theory did not ignare the prin-
ciples af aur known facts. I expeet ta diseuss at the close of
thiis article a theory of retinal dutaehment but only because
niy experience with the aperatian appears ta throw lighit an
this vexed prablem.

Th2e medicinal treatmnent of detaehment cansists of
sweating, mercurialization, the use of a pressure eye bandage
and rest in bcd (Samelsolin (2) ). I-ortsmiann (3) concludes
that the best results are obtained by tlie prcsent methods.

A part of this treatment is not at aIl clear ta me. It is
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