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The number of births lias fallen by 300,000. The number of deaths in
Germany durîng the saine period lias been more than a million over the
normal. The enormous mortality among the ehildren and civil popula-
tion is the direct resuit of maladministration of foodstuffis iii favor of
land owners.

During the coming year Germany WÎil have .7,025,000 inhabitants
Jess than if that empire had been at peaee. In Austria-llungary the
conditions are stili worse. The population will have decreased il per
cent.

On the other hand, the conditions Of life in Great Britain, thanks
to a discriminating Iiberality, are better than before the war. During
the sante period, notwithstanding the losses of Great Britain on ail the
battie fronts, the population wil have increased.

ONTARIO STATISTICS.
The October returus by undertaiers to the Provincial Board of

Ilealth show that at least 3,383 people died of S3panish influe=z during
that period. Even this high figure îa admittedîy under the mark since
many uindertakers fail to comply with the regulations and report ail
deaths. The effeet of influenza and pneumonia on the death rate- îi
Ontario is aiîown7 by a comparison with the normal rate froin ail causes
of 12.8 per thousand. The eidemie jumped the November rate to 27.2
per thousand.of population.

Smnailpox lias been averaging 45 cases a month this year, but during
October the'nuinher dropped to 6. There was less diplitheria, during the
nmonth, but it was of a more virulent forin than usual. Scarlet fever,
meses and typhoid increased. There was a further reduction ini the
cases of venereal disease reported, the month 's total being 253 compared
ivith 367 la September.

A FEDERAL IIEALTH BUREAU.
A bureau of publie health is shortly to bo organîzed bY the Federal

<3overnment and placed under the jurisdiction of HIon. j. A. Calder,
Mini.ster of Immigration and Colonization. It is likeiY that the bureau
will be under the charge of a conipetent medical doctor, wîth a staff of
medicat men and scientists under him. It is likely that a national
Iaboratory wiil be also instituted in connection, with the bureau along
the lines of the National Laboratory in Washington for researcli and
other medical work.

The projeet o! having a separate Federal departinent o! publie
health lias for several years been urged upon the Government ini Parlia.


