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IN accordance with the Constitution of the Ontario Merdical Associa-
tion, it is the duity of the President to address the annual mieetinig,
setting forth the condition of the profession ini the provincre. The

difficulty conifrointing one at this time is net toi find toies suitable fcir
discussionr, but rather te select froin among the mnultitude or impo)(rtanit
imatters whichi suggest theinselves, those of inoqt fimmiediate asud pe
iiig aneessd attetnpt to coiisider theini with duec regard to their
relative irnportanre. While I <leeply estc! te honiour of having
bwein vleeted to the presideIIcy of this Association, one eanniot buit ap
ciate thev diffinulty of doing justice to the position, or of rising1 to the
respqoniiitiies and opportunities of so critical an occasion îi our niational
asud p)rof ossionral hîstory.

WVe are meeting at a timue pregnant with the miost uoinitousise
since thic dawui of the Christian era, tunder the shadow of the greatest
calamii'ty Mn history, with our Empire and her Allies etigagcd Ili at death
struggle to uphold the cueof freedoin and justice agatiiust aJ 11ilitary
despotisin., whichi, in the guise of Kultur, seeking world power withl th'e
ethicsaisud by the methods of the barbarian.

Those who have admired, perhaps too highly, German learing.
scienifie achievemnent, energy and genius for organization,. have lived
to sec ail of these directed by an ambitions snd cruel autoeacy, abextted
by subkservient professora, clergy and publicists, and prostitutedl to the
basest of niaterial ends. As inembers of a profession whiehlihas, a<.-
claimed Germian diseoveries that have saved thousands of humai, dere-
licts, we muiist hereafter charge the autocratie systemn whlieli enour1aýged
their scienitifie achievemuents with the sutbordinatîin of ail the res;ources
and capabilities of the nation to an' aggressive wsr, which lias led to the
elaugliter of millions in the flowcr o! manhood; and refleeting, on tii
wve idiali in future be more appreeiative of the blessings o! dlemtoeracyv
even witli its attendant muddling and inefficiency. Well miay ive pray
to be delivered fromt the blessings o! Kultur and effiency if they ma
bc acquired by the sacrifice of freedoni, of hontour, aud of those prini-
ciples of religion, ethica and moralîty which have served iii the Past s
standards by which mten aud nations are judged.

In the presence o! the"e great events monopoliing the atten tion
and absorbing the energies o! our people, ail other interests fade into


