Miscellaneous.

The Medical Fee, .

Who shall say what a man may do in gratitude for a life
saved? The value of the service rendered, if measured in
dollars, would depend upon the commercial value of the life,
or its value in other respects to the community or country or
even the world.

The fee of the general practitioner is inevitably determined
by the financial standing of the community in which he prac-
tises, and the law of nature and economics will, as a rule, put
the right man in the right place. It naturally follows that the
hest equipped men gravitate to the centres which appreciate and
demand high standards, and expect to pay conmnensurately for
them.  Among these able-to-pay people, however, there is an
occasional protest, and insinuation that the doctor is commereial
and mercenary, exacting fees beyond the value of his profes-
sional service. A pertinent case of this kind is cited by Dr.
John L. Hildreth, of Massachusetts, in the Annual Discourse
before the Massachusetts Medical Society, in June, 1906, as
follows: “A New York surgeon asked $1,000 for an opera-
tion for removing an appendix. The mother of the patient
offered $600; but the surgeon protested, cited testimony of
brother physicians to prove that the fee was not excessive, and
finally received the balance. The letter which enclosed the last
check was as follows: ‘My diseussion with you has been a
friendly one, and so you wili not, I am sure, suspect me of
acrimony when I say that my feeling about the present exces-
sive charge of surgeons is a general one, and the reflection of
a sentiment that is everywhere one of surprise and dissatisfac-
tion. We do not question your ability, but we feel you make
us pay too dear for it.” ™ )

This lady wrote under sincere couvietion that she had bLeen
grossly overcharged, and she gave the impression that the sur-
Zeon used his professional skill as a mercenary lever to extort
wncarned dollars from his patient’s purse. She did not plead
financial inability to pay the bill, whick was simply at the rate
current in her locslity and sphere; and she seemed oblivious
to the fact that the surgeon who operated had unquestionably
performed many diffiendt operations upon charitable subjects,
ageregating thousands of dollars in value, to render himself
proficient, ‘gain prominence in his profession, and thus prove
his qualifications to meel the demands of just such people.



