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In the first place, the obvious consideration occurs, that between
deatih by coma and death hy asphyxia in thé restricted sonse of
the word, there exists in many cases no fuirther r-ecogntisable distinc-
tien than that in the one mcdre of decease respiration is arrested
" throigh the intervention of itsensibilitv," and that in the other
mode of death it is'arrested hy a " diret.t impediment to the ce-
cess of air to the lungs." (Alison's Physiology, p. 327), and
that consequently on many occasions the one forn of the fatal
event cannot be distinguisied fron the other on a post-mortemn
inîSpectien. The exceptions to this state of matters which occa.
sionaily arise in practice originate in one or other of the following
specialities. Either front circumstances the comparative anotnt
of congestion of the heart and lungs isso narked on the one hand,
or that of the brain on the other, as to lead at once to the conclu.
sion that in the former case the death has proceeded fron direct
asphyxia, and in the latter case from coma ; or we find in cither
case appeatances superadded which are sufficiently characteristic
of some of the special modes of sudden death in cither of these
two ways. Thus, in the case of direct asphyxia, hanging or
strangulation is characterized by the mark of the ligature and
the local violence about the neck to which it gives rise, and drown-
ing by the light watery froth, and the water which may be fouind
in the air-passages, lungs, and stomach. But that the case before
us does not. belong to cither of these categories will be evident
on a little consideration. In Snith's body thtere was net that
decided pmponderanre of congestion within the lcad, and com-
parative absence of it in the heart and lunigs, vhicl would have
justified, on gooi grounds, ant unqualified decision in favor of
death by coma; neithter was there here that narked degree of
comparative congestion of the righit heart and lungs,* as contrast'd
with the state of the brain, whîich voutld have authorized a positive
opinion on the side of death by ordinary asphyxia. Eqnally oh.
servable was the absence, if not entirely, yet to a considerable
extent, of those supcrudded appearances decideIly indicative of
coma or of direct asphyxia, and the vant of whichîltrows us back
te the more general inference of asphyxia in its wider sense, as
net excluding either supposition. There %vas no effutsion of blood
or of serum within lte lead serving to suggest the existence of
sanguineous or serons apoplexv. If, then, the womttan dird by
coma, it must have been by the congestivo forn of this lat dis-
ease. By the application cf the saine test-viz. the characteristic
appearances-we get rid of several of the formts of direct asphyxia,
leaving only that ene of them which se seldon piresents us ivith
any distinctive signs-i. c. deatit by suiffocation. Betcwcen these
two possible modes of dealt-apoplexy and suffocation-il appears
te me that ve itmust be prepared tu choose and to discriminate, if
we are ti arrive at any certainty as to the cause of Snithi's death.
Let us consider, then, the circumastances brought oit on Robb's
trial, witih the view of deciding on the probabilities in favor of one
or other of the tvo occurrences.

One cf the leading features of the case in hand vas th strong
proof it' offers of a severe struggle having taken place between
tha parUies. , This in itself migit easily have led to cerebral
congestion, but obviously net hy any meants si readily to direct
asphyxia. Again, the state of the heart in Sinith vould have
facilitated the same occurrenuce: the attenuation of its righît walls
retarding the return of blood from the Iea, adti the hyptertrolhy
of its left ventricle accelerating lthe circulation within the cerebral
vessels.t The tendentcy to this form cf disease would have alsno

* The bloody serum in the chest and belly certainly pointed, so
far, te such a congestion of the veins of these cavities as to have
led tothe escape of its thinner portions after death by exosmtosis :
and its prcsence lied sime influence vith myself iii inelo-iing me
te the 'probability being in favor of direct ratier thai indirect as-
phyx*s.' That the fluid wvas not dropsical appeared froim its red
color. Its inflaimnatory origin was iere out of the gîestiot.

T The influence of certain diseased siates of thie heart in favor.
ing, not te say cautsing. apolexy, lias been admitted by most
paîthjlogists. and is anctioned by experience. Thuts, omitting
some instances of velvular dicases of a doiubfîtil clharactee. in 30
cases of pure congestive apoplexy suddenly fatal which I have
had occasion te examine during upwards of twenty years of me-
dico-legai practice, I find that in eight of these cascp (i. e. in 26.6
per cent, of lie wlolç) such ;Iseeaed Ptates of the heart were no.

been the greater in the present instance, as the brain itself, though
not probably te be set down as hypertrophied to any marked ex.
tent, was noticed te be "l unusually firm," and the party had
reached a period of life when dangerous consequences frrom this
condition of the central organ of the cireulation might have been
justly dreaded from the application of such exciting causes as
either sudden excitement or violent corpureal struggles, not to
speak of the cornbined and simultaneous operation of both on
the sanie occasion. To this might be added the effect of the
emphysernatous state of tite lungs--a position of matters not un-
likely to favor the production of coma under a sudden accolera.
tion of the circulation. But to this last I would not attach any
tundue importance, as this condition of the longs would obviously
have been alinost equally operativa in facilitating death by a direct
stoppage of the breathing.

There is one circumstance, however, to be observed in the case
before us which may at first siglt seen te negative the possibility
of death by congestive apoplexy. I allude to the bloodless state
of the scalp,-a condition the very oppositc of that which is
nsnally encountered te a greater or less extent in aIl plethoric mdi.
viduals who perish in this way. The absence of this appearance,
. may observe, neverthciess may be explained when it is taken
into account that this woman was not at ail pletlioric ; and, fur-
ther, that lier ica-, prier to the time of our exanliation of it, iad
remained elevatea on a pillow for a period of at least thirty-six
hours-a position of the head which would have favored the gra-
vitation of the blond, fImd as it was, tu the dependent parts of
the body. Besides, a gorged state of the scalp 1a net a constant
»henena im unidoubted instances oif death hy apoplcxy." With
bis exception, then, giving it all the weight which cai he rea-

sonably claimed for it, the other appearance within the body were
qiuite consistent with the assumptian of death in this particular
mnode. 'iue siuses and veins within the bead were unusually
loaded with dark fluid blood the pin mater was mintitely injected
the interior of the braim vas closelv stnddcl with bloody points,
and cortical and grcy matter geterally presenting a rose hue,
vhtile the internaI jneLrar, and especiallv the vertchrai veins,

poired out blond in considerable quantity on the removal of the
encephalic ass,t--ircumstances whici, ihough not inconsistent
with lte idea of dcath hy direct asphyxia, were ait of them indi-
cative ratier cf death by coma tian mn this last way.

'lic above remarks have net been addtced with the view of
proving that death in this case certaiiily took place hy cona, but
umerely in order to show that such a mode of deatih was not in-
possible, or even unlikelv, in the circtmstahices under which
Sinith mttst have been placed at the time of lier decease ; and,
besides, that stuch an explanation of the manner of its occurrence
is not incompatible, if il is not to somte extelt confirnied by
the state of the body of the womani aIt the period of its in.
speciiti.

The other point. te which I wotuld call attention is the con.
sideration of the facts iii the evidence which -are in favor of the
assumption of the Court, corroboratied, as it was, to some extent,
by the opinion of mnyself and colleague, and more fuily, though
still cautiously, and with a prudent reserve, by another of the
medical witnesseé-viz. that deati here was caused by one at Icast
of the forms of direct asphyxia, i. c. by suffocation. In procced-
ing to do so, i shall first notice the circumtstances present in

ticed as tunîder: viz. attenuation of tie riglit vith hypertrophy of
the left heart, 3 cases ; attennation of tlie right heart, 1 case ; at
tenuation (flaccidity) of both sides, 1 case ; hypertrophy geierally,
2 cases; and hypertrophy of the left heart, 1 case.

n In the 30 cases of congestive ap)oplexy previously referred
to, a bloodless state of the scalp was ioticcd in 5 inîstances, or in
16-6 per cent. of the whole ;; while ii fne other inttaance it was
noticed as beinig only soinewhat bloody."

t liavc we a congestive fri of s;inaul as or c-r-ebral apnplexy ?
In finir instances of viat was considercd the latter diseuse, 1 have
seCn a great accumulation of fluid blood about the top of the
sinai canal, as cornpared with its ainount within the cranium,
and in these death was almost instantanteous. In a fifth instance
of the samo kind, the addition te this of a large clot within 1lle
spine settlcd the point in favor of spinal ipoplexy,
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