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yon mey imagine is immenscly large. -In the lunatic department
the old restraint system is still in.use.” Therc are several other
‘ hospitals in Rome; indeed, it is the boast there, * that no city in
the world devotes so large a sum-to institutions of charity, in
proportion to the population. But some master’s hand is wanted
to direct and apply the abundant means. La Consolazione, near
the Capitol, is the hospital allotted to swigical cases—a good
number of these are stabbing cascs. It is stated that the aver
age number of paticnts is about 800 annually.

T attempted to enter, the Hospital of San Michele, which is
.very large, fwice, but was prevented each time : once, becausc it
- was the “ sleeping time3 the other visit, on account of its being

fete day. '.The cxclusion of visiters at the time when paticnts are

asleep, is certainly a good idea; and 1 _have often thought that
_ the visits in the Parisian hospitals, made at so early an hour, are
“decidedly more for the advantage und convenience of the physician

and student than that of the poar patient, who is often roused
from a slumber of great mportanze 1o him, to respand to the in-
. ferrogatories of the visiter. ~ Certanly on the scoze of comfortand

Jikelihood of bencfit to patient, the visiting hour as it is witn usis
- far preferable. B : o

San Michele is highiy - spoken of, and is doubtless worthy of
the praise. It contains u house - of Industry and of Correction.

.t is to be trusted that it is elcaner than San Spirito.

Florence, whosc admirable and very extensive collection of ana.
tomical models in wax, is o well known to all medical travellers,
and indeed universally visited, contains, 1 believe, only two or
three hospitals. One of these, Santa Maria Nuova, is worthy of
all praise for the remarkably cxcellent management exhibited. It

_is the medical school of Florenee, and contuined, at the time I
. saw it, 609 paticnts, having accommodations for 400 move.  The
cabinet of putholagical and unatomical specimcns, although small,
contained many very gocd pieces; the skeleton of a cbild, with
the bones of the skull pushed widely upart by hydrocephalic of-
fusion, the head bemg eormous—I belicve larger than any one
1 have scen ; many speeimers of cxcessive distortion of the spinal
column ; somne wax models of tumours, &e. &e. Ina small ca-
binet arcpreserved the pieces of the human body pelrified by Se-
gatn.  "There were portions of the liver, the brain, the intestines;
also the organs of animals, You doubtless have heard of the
table-top, inlaid with petrificd pieces of this nature: it, also, iskept
in thus cabinet. : ‘ -
~ *Phe hospital is remarkably airy, neat, well arranged, and has
- an'air of great comfort; the different attendants are exceedmgly
 polite, and every part of the hospital was shown with areat readi-
ness, and pride, too, as 1'thought.  Tn the midwifery department
are many, separate rooms, in which the beds were very clean—the
nurses neat and looking quite goudnatared.. There 1s v room for
delivery, aud others for those affected with after troubles. ' In this
department was shown to me a bed different in construction from
dny I happen to have secny’ it has, about onc third of the way
from its head, a slight elevation (continued, of course to the
head) ; beneath the pelvis an aperture sufficiently Jarge for the
jssue of matters from the genital organs; not large enough to in-
‘terfere with the proper support of the body. Besides these things
shere is a succession of cushinns, to regulate, at pleasure, the
‘position of the woman, and two cranks or handles {moveable or
fixed, at plcasure), by which the woman supports hersell while
undergoing the cuntractile cfforts of the womb. If I remember
. night, the clevated portion at the head of the bed did not admit
of .graduatiors I may be mistaken in this, however, as it would
seem that it should and might casily. ‘ :
" The splendor of some of the buildings now devoted Lo hospitals
in Italy is quite striking. In point of architceture, and, often, in.
. “ternal decoration, there probubly is nothing of the same destination
*.ihat cquals then. oo :
At Venice, the building known as the Scuola di San Marco is
* now.a'porticn of an’limmense hospital, the remainder of which is
formed out of the adjvining convent of the Dominican, and. the
Francisvan friars. It'is really a long wulk through this enormous
building, which contains a handsome churchand a smaller chapel
_also, within its walls, The arrangement and planniug of the
wards, beds, and appurtenances, is most excellent—plenty of air,
‘and evidently great stiention to cleanliness. ‘The lunatic wards
are in excellent condition—and so, as’ to'comfort and atiention,
are the unfortunate inmates. This, I believe, was one of the first
institutions ‘to abandon. the restraint system. We entered the
"lafge room which contains the greater number of lunatics. Very
many were working in onc way or another; some came and gaz-

ed upon us, with not an idiot, but a mischievous leer (this was
the female ward) ; only ot was at all violent.  She rushed to-
wards us from the farther extremity of the hall, uttering a torrent
of words in a loud tone, and brandishing her knitring work ! 1
looked sharp at the necdles, but she, on arriving where we stood,
stopped 2 moment—and then darted o a seat. where she continu.
edscolding. But the physician of the establishment soon enter.
ed, and going to her, took her hands in his, and saying a few
words she was quict as 1f by magic. Some two or three morc:
were wild, but not violent; every part of this establishment seems
admirably managed,

In the sick wards there is'snspended over the head of cach bed
the name of the discase, under which the individual is laboring.*
T noticed a guodly crop of bronchizis many cases of pericarditic,
several also of intermittent fever: in the surgical wards one case
of spina bifida; abscess, fracture, &c. At the Lead of cach bed
also hungs  ticiket, containing name, profession, age, dates symy-
toms, internal and external remedies, &e. &c. .

1 should think that more medicine was given internally in the
Ttalian hospitals than in the French-—a supposition which may
have some slight confirmation in the different size of the spaces
ullotted to external and internal remedies in the ticket alluded to.
A very formidable, but -exccedingly good-looking, apothecarv’s
shop is located, sentinel-like, near the entranceto the wards. "The
remark above made in refercnce to the finish and ormament of
some of the Italian hospitals, applies in.its full extent in this case;
an author, speaking of the bulding, says—** The external archi-
tectere of its clevation is singularly faneiful and clegant ; Byzan-
tine richuess blending itself with the graee of classieal arehitec.
ture, combinations defying all rules, but productive of a most ma.
mical effect  The carved work of the ceilings is, in many of the
rooms, peculiarly beautiful ; the contrast and effect are singular
and striking in glaneing from the rich and varied ornaments above
and around, to the palid countenances and paraphernalia of the
sufferers stretched bencath.” ) o '

At Milan, the * Ospedale Xaggiore” is a noble establishment;
a donntion of the site of an ancient palace by Francesco Sforza
in 1456 was its commencement.  The front is 800 feet in length ;
the writer of Mumay’s Guide Book speaks of the Gothic portion
of the building us **magnificent.”  Besides this fine ‘institution,
there are the Lazarctto and the Ospizie T'rivalzi, the latter styled
by the same writer 4 * noble monument of pious . charity,” con-
taining 609 inmatces, all over 70 years of age, well fed and cloth-
ed and permitted once a weck to visit their friends.”  'The Laza-
retto, now disused, except in some portions for smatl shops, is in
the form of a square clositer one quarter of « mile on cach side in
length ; 'in the central square is n chapel. A fine erop of hay had
been made and lay spread upon the tnrf; men and woman insome
parts of the squarc stll turnivg it. ‘The long cloistered arcades’
are quite striking,  The T'rivulzi I have not visited. )

At Genoa, the great Poor Honse is well worth secing ; elean
and well administered ; its church, Santa Maria, contans an in.’
valuable work of Michael Angelo. Beside this, ave the Ospedale.
del Panunatone, and the Deaf and Dumb Institution : the former
again confitming the remark made in regard to the ornateappear- |

ance of many of these institutons.

~ CHEMISTRY

OZONE. - ‘ ‘
"1, Ozune~For some years, Prof. Schonbein, of Basle, has "
been eugaged in experimenting on the canse of the peculiar odor.
developed by electricity; during “the clectrolysis of water, the
pxygen given off is inixed with 2 small quantity of a volatile cdo: .
rous substance; to this he has given the name of ozone, For
some particulars of ‘its production, see the Americun Jvurnal of .
Science, Vols. xli and xlis. ) . . o '
_ This substance he supposed to be a halogen body, analagous
in its reactions and affinities to chlotine and bromine, and indeed’,
it has many points of resemblance ; it destroys vegetable colors

‘ *This T have not noticed elscwhere in Ttaly. ‘

“+Sce aleo, Schonbein Archives de PBlectrieé No, 15, Tom. iv!
pp. 333—454; No. 17, Tom. v. p. 11 =23, and N 18, "Tom. V.
p. 337—342. Marignac, 17. v. p. 5—11; besides other au thorities *
quoted farther, i o ' e



