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impetus which is given Vo their boat from swamping bier, and when
she bas assumed a toicrable degree of steadiness, the pilot pulls hini-
self up along side and clambers over the aides of the vessel. He
presents his credentials for inspection, which generally conclude
with an averment that " the bearer is as honeat as any Chinaxuan."
and the terms for pilotage being agreed upon, which can invariably
be reduced to one haif the demand made, a few pieces of junk or
sait beef, are thrown over into the pilot's boat, in accordance with the
custom of the country, and it is then cast off. The Harbour of
Hong-Konk, called Victoria harbour, ut ail tinies presents a very
happy appearance ; it is about five miles iii length, and froin one to
three in width, hemnied in by islands and mountainous lands so as to
resemble a stmali lake. Steamers of war, sl-ops and frigates,
lie at anchor for the protc-.tion of the commerce of the countries they
represent, and are among the first vessels which the observer distira-
guishes from the hundreds, including the native craft, each contri-
buting to t1ie variegated seene which the collection of flags presents.
One could easily imagine that they were ail lying in readiness Vo
bombard the city, on a signal being given, l'or every sea-going vessel
exhibits from lier sides an array of mounited guils, many of which are
superstitoxisi1 decorated by the Chinatuen with pieces of red cloth.

The Island of I{ong-Kong was ceded Vo Great Britain at the
conclusion of the war with China by a treaty miade in 1842, und
thougli heretofore an expensive appendage Vo tu British Crown, it
is hoped that ere long it may beconie a valuable acquisition to her
possessions east of the Cape of Good Hope.

Being a free port, vessels going to China ou speculation, M-ith or
wis'bout a cargo, inake Hong-Kong their place of destination, as
they escape ail harbor dues and other expenses whieh would be im-
posed on them were they Vo go Vo any other port. Sometimes they
reinain severà weeks before tbey find a market for their com-
modities, or ppocure freight for the horneward passage, and this
delay entails on them a certain expense by which the colony is
benefitted.

The Island is about twenty-five miles in circumference, very
nlountainpus, and yielding very little produce. The city of Vic-
toria is upwards of three miles in length anid some of the buildings
are large and handsome. The principal public ones are the English
Church, Goverument House and Goverument Buildings, the Bar-
racks, 'ana Club-bouses, which are of granite and expensively fur-
nished. From, the commanding position which they oeeupy,they givé
the place-à 9'olid and wealthy app'earance. Many privite reqid-ucesf,-*


