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Profes-sor Gilbert Murray wrote: MJany languages inthe past have gone through a crisis sirnilar to that in whichEnglish now finds itself. Some have had the vigour and fore-sight to keep their written signs abreast of their speech; somehave failed, and eventually become unintelligible even in theirOXVfl country. 1 can have littie doubt that sooner or later thesPeakc.rs of English xviii prove theinseives strong enough tograpple successfuLly with the dangers of decay that lie in ourUinreformccl spelling.

The Bugbear of Spelling: Sir WVilliam Ramisay enipha-sized the point raised hy Professor -Nurray, as to the difficultesof foreigners ini learning the English language.
What he em-phasizedl particularly was that if vie altered our5Y-Stern and macle it reasonable, the chances were more than 100to 1 that English would be adopted as the universal language.It xvas sI)oken by the inhabitants of the United States, Canada,9.nd South Africa; a large part of Japan now%ý spoke English;In I'Mia the o nly laInguage in which the natives could communi-cate xvith each other when they did not corne frorn the sainePart of the country was English; the educated inhabitants ofGermnany learnit it; they could hardly go anyxvhere in Norwaya nd stop anyone ini the street viho xvould ilot answver in English,Whi le the Swedes knew it extrernely weîl.

liducated people in the vihole world almost knew English,and if it wxas flade easy to write English, if there xvas any rulefor modern pronunciation and spelliug, vie shoulcl have EnglishadoPted as the universal langLiage, to the enorînous advantagc'lot only of ourselves as English people, but of the vihole world.

The New Poet Laureate.

t The Independent, New ]'ork, 18 Deceniber, 1913.1

hde Poems of the new B3ritish Poet Lauireate, Robertrges, have just been issued, and of set purpose--for he isPrinclpîCed in the inatter--he lias adopted not a fev of the sirn-P 'lied '5l)ellillgs wNhich vie emnpl<iy, such as pluckt, ho pi, refreshi,SP Possest, uddrcst, affixi. In the case of preterits indingd e issih ap)ostrophe, as iii turn,'d, lutll'd, and it also ap)pearsiri ee theo ecmlc
a trh1 ;o', 'uer', activ.' Silent letters are fraiikly oiniitted,W dh te coud, coudst, fain, (icorda ut, (ioýpi,, hboy, %hl'~arrispelling doniinvon. f-le lias e%'eni profaned Greekg0~esl)ygi'irig Lis the nymiph Pherusa as Frs.Thus bieofls Wbi further thari TIeuinsoin iii reforiii.


