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As T walked my horse throngh the vil-
’agc my funcy called np her fmage boforo
me. Her stuture might have been abuut
five feet and u halt or less—far it is a dif-
ficudt matter to judge of i woman's heixt
—and the gymmeny of her fionre wae
matchless.  Jt wasone of 1o o s rmely
to be met with, evactly fullov n ~ the ol
Greeian wode of clisxic fanade heauty,
‘The deeply, holluwed buck, the swelling
chest and busorn, aud bigh round ek, —the
long Jower limb, with it- faltupper develap-
ment and ghort, much-nrehed Lo, all coru-
bired to ke it pesfeet.  Her waist wis
not sleader,—the word Jizht would appiy to
it mather, for hore o means of unnattral
compression had ever been practiced, and
it looked free ayd unconstiamed as she
stepped along, hgring 2 sort of indistiuct
mndulatory motion, hko @t cwan®s neek
graceful exceedingly,  Hor face was bean-
tiful, the nose had justatrace of the Rowan
curve, while the small plump mouth looked
“edder., than' the ricliest 1t limner ever
selocted. wherewithal to tonch the lip of his
ideal, Hereyes were of adeep, dark, almost
indiga blue, large and roiting, at times nost
~npinted in their glances, at other times soft-
ened.into an expresgon of such melting
sweetiiead, that you cauld not look upon
them without. feeling an involuntary wioh
slealing.from your bosom. just as would be
callad up by a strain of musicfamiliarto yonr
“childhood.” Her hair yas ofa bright yel-
low, curling naturally, and ghstening with
a lustre aligoat faintly netallic, like tar-
nished gold wire, "Add to these a skin, not
enow-white certainly, but of a clear living
white, clouded by afinsh of health on either
xound cheek,—a high spotless forehead.
small thin ear, ;;ierced by a slonder ring of
fold,-—nnd A hand, Whose heauty the
abor of a factory conld not deform 3 and if
'you have anything of an active faney, you
-Imag“form in your ind a likeness of Tair
. Cheeny Granton.
Byt it was not in her personal excellence
alone shé stood out amons hermates,  Sha

wasa i‘cr¥ clever wirl, and her page on the
library roll-book bore testimony both to the

extent andiature of her ronding.  An ar-
. dent love oi' the pogtry of Byron, Burng, and
Moord, wis, straugely énough its distiguish-
ing characteristic.and the continned perusal
of this kind -of writing must have had no
“little effect in bringing about the events of
this ndmative.  Her moral character was
unexcegtionable, ler disposition amiable,
thou«gvh.gbout her 1ip there lurked the trace
of u haughty:smilo, and about her voice o
slight tone of ‘condescension. which, how-
ever, thoso who were habituated to her did
not perceive. It was possible, too, occa-
sionally to detect in her mind evidence of
a deep, all-potent’ enthustasm, similar to
“that of her mother, which ceemed o 1+ to
require an dhjeet 1o be called into vivorous
life and light. But it was certainly rot re-
ligious ; for, though she’ loved hermother
with an (-ngm..«ing affection, she followed
cher tonets with what seemed respectful
"filial acquidscence, not faith, Snch a being
as this could hardly exist in any place with-
ont exciting around her.the passions of ad-
miration, love, envy,” and hatred, in their
‘muat violent fonns.  She was a marked
girl about Westwater.~Some were ex-.
tuyagax_xtl{:fond and proud of her, others.
hated her bitterly, tuking every oppontunity
of evinging this feeling, by ward and deed.
Rhe thought hersélf ;iu}y, they said, and
“woild take the shortest way to liecome one.
But all 6f these ineinvations Jane took with
a quict umile, as things that were t0 be ex-
‘poctcd. o
L!.gfen she-had in abundance; indred

every young mau in tho place had some
pretension to this churacter.  For some of
them she appeared to entertain very friend-
1y feelings, though, when their attentiozs
beeanie more urgent, &ho cowsd not con-
eeal her anmoyance,  There was one, how-
ever, evidently moge favoured than the rest.
This was & youny man of the nume of
Williame, who, for two vears or more, had
he'd thie situation of teacher at Westwatey,
Je was a pale, studious, auxtous-looking
oung poison, of some talent,  He had

cen counceted, m an inferior way, with a
newspaper-otiice, in the large cilf’ 1 first
alluded o, aud fiom that situation had been
translerred to the one he held.  But Jus
crowning advantage was, thathe professed
ardently, and 1 beheye sincerely, the same
views of rehigion as Mrg. Granton, and they

usedd to spend hours tozether of gvenings in.

the performance of their pecubar rites of
worship.  With her ho was all in ail, and
her dayglier certainly Lad a \'urf’ ureat re-
gd for him.  But stifl [ thought T could
wee that thic regard was not what I myself
would have been content with in sicular
cireumstances. I was particolarly struck
\vilth this thought a few (]l:\)‘s after my azri-
val,

It wa< a beawtifal evening, cary in the
stamer, and I was taking a solitary walk
up the Lauk of the stream’to a place ealled
the grove, ubout a riie or mare above tho
factory, where there was a large TESCIVOIr,
with un eviensive sydtem of Jocks and
sluices.  Irom its Jouely and romantic
charmcter, this had alwaysbeen m?' favor-
ite yadk and here I met the so-called lov-
ers,  They were moving along slowly, side
by sude, be walking quite close 1o her, his
eses fixed upon her face with an appear-
ance of complete devotion, while she listen-
ed to fiis adilress with a look as if it requir-
ed an effort to keep her attention to at.~ As
I passed, 1 remarked upon the beauty of
the evening, She answered me upetly
and civilly ; he said nothing, but blushed
and appeared much cmbarrassed and con-
fused. I often et them again, and al-
wayy noticed them in the same demeanor.
But a change had come over the course of
events at Westwater. My father having
becope & partner m the firm, removed to
the eity, there to take churge of the connt-
ing-house basiness, and-azother 1panager
came to réside at the factory,

1lis nane was Jdward Southern, and as
he occupies a rmmincnt plaee in my story,
I will stay to deseribe him.  Whose child
Lie was no one knew. He had been brought
up by a peron formerly a gentleman’s
servant, and who received from some quar-
ter wonknown a regular payment for liis
utaintenance. . By ‘this man, who hept a
cigar-shop ‘n London, he was tolerably ed-
ucated, till about <ixteen years of age. At

2his peniod, having Leen by chance present

at an intduciory lecture to a popular
cowge of natral philosophy, the bent of
his genius at once evinced itself,and he be-

came devoledly fond of incchanical science. |

He studied this with so much success, that
next season he obtained the sitoation of as-
sistant 10 the lecturer, with 2 small galary,
and the use of un appuratus-room and work-
shop. ~ Here he made strikivg progress : Lis
peculiar genius unfolded itselt rapidly, and
in a year or two he astonished the lecturer
by showing hiim an article he had wniten
in one of the leading journals. Oue sleP
leads to another, - He shortly commenced,
in an infidel publication, a series of paper,
the tendeney of which was to run_down
everything, in government or _religion
usually held established or sacréd,—an

which were remarkable for their original

jchargeter. For these, the extensive sale
of the pestiferous periodical afforded him
] libera! remuncration.  Another short-while
passed, and he obtnined the sitvation of
fectmer on mechanics und chemistry, on
the retivement of his former teacher. ~ An-
¢ther year saw issyed from the press u work
of hts on zt popular scientific subjeet, which
ran gpealily through two or threo cditions.
His wncome, of whieh he was himself the
sole creator, now amounted io several hun-
. dred pounds a-year, while his nume was in
 the niouth of every one interested w popular
scienee, especially as connected, with mau-
ufactories.

‘To this person Messrs, Hm—]l——n
and Co. o(L;rcd the situation of overseer of
their warke, with the prospect of a junior
partnership.  lle was mdeed a most singu-
lar individual ; tall, und emirently hand-
some in person, with fino features, dark
eurlirie hair and’ whiskers, and eyes which,
in their deep.blackness, sectned 1o consist
altozether of pupil.  His manners again
were most ingincating, though at times
rendered all but offensive by an overween-
ing pride of us” own talent and succees,
rwineh continually broke forth in his con-
' versavion, and a sneer constantly ready for
every opinion differing from his own, and
especially for every systein in others of re-
lizious or monal fecling. The propriety of
placing such a person-as this over a factory
employing several hundred young females
may be questioned : but-the owners only
knew him as a scientific charcter, the in-
ventpr of several valuable improvements in
spinuing and weaving.  But the result of
ilns being Elaced in such a situation may
be gquessed Ly the reader, when T add to
tthe above hiuts of his character-tliat he was
fond of styling himself hy the phrase «na
refined voluptuarian,® and was utterly de-
voil of all principle, believing and_ stating
mzn’s sole happiness to consist 1n the grat-
ification of appetite.  In funthier aid of his
person and address he was possessed of a
ready tongue, a talent for delicate flattery,
a decided” good taste, a ready knack of
turning his Randto anything, and a consum-
mate knowledge of the world.

Upon his arrjval at his new charge, his
first proceeding was 1o introduce an. entire
new systein of dfeipline among the people,
which, I'must confess, proved to be consid-
2rably to the advamtage of his employers.
In personally sctting this in operation, his
eve lighted upon the widow?’s ‘daughter, at
i work, in the silk-weaving departiment of
of the factory. I was with him.

bending upon her a gaze, before which the
red blush flew to her face, while she ap-
peared at the same time unable to turn her
cyes from his. A second or io this lasted,
when he abruptly passed on.  He had been
i talking to me, with great volubility the mo-
i mant Lefore, but now he walked' silently.
‘alonc. and completed the survey. -
+  ‘The next enconnter was in the walk up
the stream 1 have before mentioned.  Here
he met her with Williams. .He immedi-
i ately addressed her, while Williams, know-
ing his place, droppedl a Yittle behind—his
heart flooded on the instant with & new and
: Litter passion—jealousy.
Poor fellow !-at once
, castle of love-and iope dashedd infrag
, 10 the ground, and he walked behin
watching-his new rival whiepering and ex-
‘enting upon the girl-all his many” h
fascination —his blood boiling twith jealouay,
hatred, and rage. For more than an heur,
Southern continned to walk by ber side,
when suddenly turning round, and observ-
ing Williams, he calmly ordered Lim,to g

-
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‘them,

,

‘The moment he saw her, e stood struck,

he saw hisfond air-

powers of



