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ward still daster, aud Lier toot was uh’ca&y
ol 1.6 overhiaugiig Lk, Wauit Aljek drew
Trer torcibiy back.

“ Aro you tund, Anme,” ke eried, tostry.
the steppg=stones 1 such d aprat {7 (floody
And b theew lusstronyg arim round horos

s Let e go, Alwek ! 1 musi get humeo to
Muir’n,? she s, strugghug 0 geg free;
and she unght have succeeded 1toing so,
for she was wearly his cqual m physical
strength, had not & vivid ttash hignted up
the scene at the moment, uud showll her
‘thie penl wlich awanted her. The gencrally
cala Nethan Water was seethang like a
c:iuldron, and careermy down to tire Clyde
with uncontrollable forcen  As of a thick
curtain had been withdrawn by the flash,
shy gaw sticks and stones whirled past her
by the raging and boiling waters. She suw
tho banks giving way before her eyés, and
the trees that grew on them noddings to their

- fall, It was'a glorous but territic pigturs,

as-tho whole bend of 1he rive: itlumnied by
that feartul light shone out for one sihgle
“in*adty then dwappeared in the darkuess.
-But shor as that glanee had beeu, it had
shown her that had not Ahek pulléd her
back, she must have beeu engulptied i the
waters, and no mortal power could have
brought her to shore aive. The imminence
of the danger ‘from which she liad been
saved overcame her with a sudden weak-
ness; sho trambled; her struggle ceased,
herhead drooped on Alick’s shoulder, and
she burstinto tears.
¢ Annie,” he saxd soothingly, ¢ dinna
-greet, for you see I coulituu lct"you druwn
yoursel’ atore my een, and ne’ iry to save
.you 3’ and the stalwail arms that had Ktely
80 sturdily opposed her wail, now folded her
in uscloss embrace.
¢« Oh, Alick,” she replied, with her usual
~simple truthfulness, < i’s uv’ that gis we
greet but the thought that my walilulness
yght hae cost your life as weu as my din,”
. He stooped down and pressed a first kiss:
-0n the, brow that sull -rested on s shoulder
 Annte, my own Anwe ! hie whispered 3
#vwhat would-life beto me wantw? yon {®?
¢ Dinna say that, Ahck,”? she said, hur-
‘riedly, and ronsing herself from the momen-
tary vielding to her softer fechngs ; ¢ this is
neither a time nor a place t Wunk of such
-things. 1 maun gang hame {0 Mai'n,??

. Itavasimpossible for Annte afier that Sab-
bath adventure w concenl either trom her-
‘self: br Ahok that ey loved each other
~dearly ; but no persuastons could induce her
‘to consent to be hus wife. I1 vaun he repre
sented-that he should conssder Marian's pre-~
+sénce-in his household as  biessing, and
‘that he had been so long accustomed to her
wother’s ways that he should find no duii-

. culty 12 accommodating huouscit to them.

+.11 was true that Mis. Livingstone was a
-little- afraid. of Jum, but that-was so much
the Letter, asit evidently kept herincheek.®
Ain e shock her head. :
*¢dne knew better what ker mother really
was, aud to what she would expose- them
both; and she loved Ahck too dearly to n-
thet ’:,;uch anxiely ana annoyance upon
dmnace
1:,-" ‘Then could she not remain i her pre-
-gent. home and: have u lassie 10 wait on
hes?? Alick asked. He was-well 10 do 1n
the world ; he could casily afford the ex-
pehse, and that-wouid make al straight.
Bitsdunia was ficm in resstng bvery
temptation.’ On that same myght when Alick
had saved'her-hfe, she had-knel down by
Muriay’s hedyand in herpresenca hiad voiw-
cd 8 xow to the Lond, that.-nothing should
ever porsuide her to yiold to hitn in this.
matter.  And she would not, she could noi,
Lo eevora,

€ Weil, b oll, Annie;? Ahek 'smd with'a
faint smlo ; *a willul wilo maun ha’s her
way. He that will to Couper maun .0 Cour
pors, but itAunie Livaigstong s na to baany
witd, de’il tak® mo it uny other shail have
me.”  And-heaunarched.out oltho-cotlago..

'Fho, fears sptupg 1o Auiue’y eyes—they
cume thLré very vtten now—>but ofie Wiped
them away, and sutd— :

* Ay, ay, he thmks so the now ; but men

wig whete the heart 1s sick anainy spant
famte Hp will noapry spine duy; uud gt
be tor huy happmeas;rt-will, be tunkinl.”?
Stilt at-was sery hard fon her to bo thdnh-
ful, when, yeanby year, she.snw,hin count-
cd by e bomuest tassesol Glydesdale ; gr,
fearned that Ahwek «Catdwell had beepuihe
blythest simger at the Hogmenay (astatight
ot the year) ouall at.Buskvonnsorsitnat
every ohe suspected that the tino valentine
Eltern Lauder 'got on St. Vajentine’s day
came from ¢ bonnicdiek.” Atlongta the
10port ot his epgagement. 1o Llien gecame
su.prevalent, thut vyen Matian believéd

sesewnyg work, 7 Aume herselt.gaut. Atick

A.pang went througtt her heart-ut tus con-
finnation of all she fiud heand, und shie was
startded to tind from 1t how Aftlle - beliel she
nad Jutherio had 1 the truth of the stuiy.

slLould befrua. 1t was wuw three years smee
shie had refused Auck, and-very lew men
would have waated. tot honsp lotg,

‘Tuus, twanking, she wis -t surprised
1o see hun cottte W Lo cottage s> usuuh and
bring with hun fMacigw’s nosugay, and sumné
gumuers of a pertodical, with winch lo hud
supplied her-regalarly stnew its comnrence-
mests But thedgh-ne had ot forgolden to
be kind v Mangt, Atune lznoica that ho
louked- less chueertul thun fie-geueralty dut;
and, with the view.ol puttys hnu at ease,

marrage o Luen, aud v wist-hun every
hapyiness, S

Lie got up, apd advancing straight to the
place where shu stoud, hiu twwk nier iwo.
asuds 10 fits, and suid sertousiy —

**aAtlue, JU you mean what you say ? Do
you reauy bedacve that { fove, orf, rathel,
taat 1 nfean to margy ktivn, wuite you.are
are stiil Annie Lavingstone (7

Lhe colur came wud went in Annie’s:
cheek, and: her eyes tell under ms steady
glance; but she auswered tanty—

& wd moun 1ty Alck ;. and J-think you
would only do wuatas ngnt and pruder it
you warnied her??

“And you, Manan,” ho-saidy. turning'to
the poor copple.  * Vhat do you tunk 4’

“ rhat auian 18 the berter vt a-wile, she
said quienty, ~and 1hat as you witl never
et »’x}.mxc, you surgnt gust as well-aké Ei-
. s s '

... AHek looketl distressed, and.muttered—
“* Poitge forsake e, Mnith) -+
it Pen. e up Wi gean
Thatis whatthe auld sing ot the Ewebuchts
shys. L ken thay,™ he auded 3 bt at s not
nty doctre, Murian. 1 Eonsider martiage
w a fugher aud pouer hyght; and.nl Anute
refuded 1ne, | must ¢den restas [am. Do
noW you huve my thoughts on the' matlér,
ard You must veveragun insalt ae by be-
hevarg tue tohsese ot tid ‘Nethun Foot
chatteress,?? "+ . Tt

And thps-dfings went bn, 'ionth gﬁ,er
Emoiittt; -und Year after fuir 3 uud the only
tomfort-Poer Anne had i ber tute of tr{al
was the-conviciion that 06 was dojpg her
‘daty.  -As age advanced 6h-daft Jennte, she

cannra wall agyomenr doy, hoping.apd hopz]:

Yet it was only uatursl and yrght thal ot

she touk courage o congratusto itinon tas:|

became mnore Wwmanageable; and all tho

y

aopie i vl —
exertiongher daughter ‘could” innke werg
gearcely, sulfiorent t keep hereccentrigitios
withm bouuds, and to support her and Alar-
-1an. But Aume comnvedeit-somakoyw ; and
juoteven Alick guessed the bitier steuggles,
-the porsonulssnoriicesy-tho-weurinesy aud
tho sturvation she endured to keep her poor
mother trom the parish, aud to provide fu
Martan the lithe lusiuries whicly in her po-
sition wero actual r:ecessaries.

Ve ‘ehal, JwbeVary. et av length, and
when it wus feastexpected. ¢ Dalt Jeane
100k 4 fever and died, and-Amfe’s.toils wero
compuratively light thenceforward 3 but
one patttculic i seemed as if the, rolense
had cotae too late, for Alick, weury ol wait-
mg as rany years as Jugob served forLeuh,
had quitted. Nethan-Yoot.a few nonths pre-
viousiye.Sdme satd he hadigoneto:Edin-
burgh, some sad to London; bpt, at all
eventy, he lad-divappearéd entirely'from
e nerghborhege; wal b those diys ol
heavy pustaize, Ko tittle nutereourse wag kept
up betweew distin, friends, thal evenshis
brother at Bhnkbonnie only wrote to him at

anu one Hue \lay, whea returnmng oo lao- | loig intesvats. Lhus s happened that-gesirly
arh, where stis tad been 1o cary,home tier s awnle year.clapsed ero Alick lexfhed

“that datt Jeaww wus gone at last, and 2’

and Lpen waihing togethier i the fie-wouds 1 the totk thougtn poor-Autue had a good Fid-

dance ot her § -but nevenlieless $hb loked
mair it and pate tiian she had ever don
betore,> ) N {

‘U'ne news caused Alick'tp hurry back to
Nathan-Foot, and une beautifpi spring at-
teruvon he reachied the homo of his-child-
hood. . He hud watked from-Lanark-and,
sowewhat overcome by heat and fatigue,
fie pansed under ‘the stiadow of the firer
woud to collect his thotghts eié he fe-¢n-
tered Anmes-coltage. He lookbd down
éu the Clyde and its rolling walérs,, on.the
green gruss ficlds, o the apple orchards,
white witit blossorus; and.us .ho-Tecalled
the mauy trdhing merdents whish connect-
ed Ante with theso farmbar sbjects ho
pretured how she woald greet tam now.
Would o fier gyes fight up, as they ased
10 du fong ago, when e chanced o come
un her suddunty 2 her ehueks brighted, anl
her lips snule upont hum ¢ and.would she
2ot speak v hun as she-had spoken it that
eventul anght, an- that sweet, louclung,
teariud yoice thatstill rung in his ear ¢'I'he
very. thought ot=3t wmude his hears’ bound
witmin s breast, aud caused hing 10, quick-
ety puce as-he 1ook the path leading to
e cotuge, 4o his sarprisd he tognd se-
veral groups-of people gathered round the
dovr; and there was semething iit therr
staatgo way of looking at hun, a3 he ad-
vanced, that sent a cuitl through his véins
hosearce kneiw why.

“How 13 Anme > he asked abruptly of
an acquamtancg who stood'in the doorway.

“Gang in ;yoursel’ ahd scep? was the
emguoalicat auswer ; « her indablesure past
10 my. toukw?? . L

What did the-man mean 7 * Alick. had
not the couruge 1o’ dsk the question in
wardsy-but, du enlering the Kjichen, ha
Aurned ‘white and. faint, as the mourning
groups standing rouud "scomed to give «
wreadtelcouhrmation 19 his fears.. . .-

r« Anrdd, AnpieP” he exclunned, as ho
Fdarted forward toward the mnner:room, ¢ |
Mmaun se0 my.Aume atcoagam?

o rudely” thast, aside thosa Who strovo
to prevent his entrituce-mtv-the chamber
shore the corpse lay. ,

A0 Slw’sctliere, Alek,” they-whispered,
‘.bpt.yopmadaa gang in, you mauni gang
m.”? A R N P

Alick-made no-auswer;'but pushed open
the Half-closed door. On uie rougk -hitulieh-
table stood the open coftin; men' and
women ére gathered wround -it; -and the




