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that of the higliest bipeds, who are often--ignorant of the difference
betw.een a bee and a beetie, nor could they safely grasp the former. Ye
this humble bug does knoiv the distinction, and holds the bee wvel1 off, so
as safely to suck out ils substance. On p. 25, vol. 2, of the saine ivork,
this inseet is briefly described and its habits given. Dr. A. S. Packard

speaks of this stinging bug, in the Americail IzVitiralis, vol i, P. .329,

and also in his Guide to the Study of Inseets, p. 552, wvhere the inseet is
figured. Mr. Townend Glover, late of the Agricultural Department, in
his beautifuil wvork on the flemiptera, p. 57, lias described the habits of
this bug, and lias given three figures of it, Plate III., Fig. 13. Prof. P.
R. Uhier, our greatest Amnerican authority in this sub-order, in "1-Hemip-
tera West of the Mississippi," p. 58, speaks of the habits of the Pliymlata
erosa. In the current volume of the Gouziry Gentleman, p. 5 5 , the able
entomological editor, Prof. J. A. Lintner, in response to a correspondent,
gives a brief account of the habits, etc., of this samne insect.

DESCRIPTION.

The 'lstinging, bug " (Fig. i) is somewhat jagged in appearence, about
tliree-eigiiths of an inch long, and generally of a yellowv color, though
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this latter seenis quite variable. Frequently there is a distinct greenish
hue. Beneathi the abdomen, and on the back o-rthe head, thorax and
abdomen, it is more or less specked wvith brown; while across the dorsal
aspect of'the broadened abdomen -is a marked stripe of br.own (Fig. 2,
d, d). Sometinies this stripe is almost wanting, sometim-es a mere patch,
while rarely the ivhole abdomen, is very sliglitly marked, and as oiften we
find it almost wholly broivn above aid below The legs (Fig. 2, b), beak
and antennoe, a) are greenish yelloiv. The beak .(Fig. 3) bias, three joints
(Fig. 3, a, b, c) and a sharp point (Fig. -, d). This beak is flot only the
gieat iveapon of offence, but also the organ through ivhicèh the food is


