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the hopes brighit. Many diseases have
a tendency ta limit themselves; and
even consuniption is subject ta periods
of aggravation and quiescence. Thc
man wvbo is fraudulent in medicine
holds out good expectations ta the
patient, and occasionatly these cx-
pectations are realiLed despite the
trcatmient, whichi perhaps was doing
harm ail the tinie; and yet ta this
line of treatment the happy resuit is
attributed. In ibis field the iaia
tion plays an important part and af-
fords ample room, for open deception.

With these general renîarks we pass
on ta another question. Ofiten there
is a diseased state of soin imnportant
organ, such as tubercular deposits in
the lungs, contracted kidney, cirrhotic
liver, or syphilitic lesions of the brain.
These rmay bc far advanced, and
thoroughly beyond the reach of bu-
man ski]]. It is truc something nîay
be donc for the relief of the distress-
ing syniptoms that accarnpany thiese
diseases. But the question cornes in
hiere,arc not tbese discases direct pun-
isbrnents for the -.vilful disobedience
of hicalth laws? They may be the
outcome, as in consumption, of sor-
row, fatigue, waint of food and cloth-
ing, drink, and impure air- -all or
which could once have been renioved
and prevented-but, now that the
disease lias been produced, the bittcr
harvest must bc reaped. There is iu
the physical, as in the moral world, a
lirnit, beyond whichi there is no re-
turu! lIn the ca-se of syphilis, at once
the moral and physical blot of mod-
ern civilization, there are evils donc
ta the systean, which in the cxpeuicnce
of the bcst p!îysicians do not disap-
pear ina single lifetirne. If by vicious
hiabits a man bas lost his fortune, it is
usces to pray that it bc given b-ir-k ta
hini agin Sa if a mari by long years
of dcbauchery bas irreparan.bly ruincd
bis kidney., lio necd not lookz foir comi-
plete rcs"raî.ion. Let hini ab-andon
bis vite habits, aud leid a steady and

healthy life, and improvemnent wil!
undoubteJly take place, under God's
wise law that if Nature receives fair
play slie will do ber work proî>erly.

Of the 111 or injured, there are, first,
those who are able ta obtain skilled
assistance. W~e sure]y ail a-rei
usine thi eans at our disposai, and
in intru.sting these means ta the pro-
pcer tersons. Lives are often lost be--
ceof fa neglect ta use the methods

oftreatment we possess, just asa
nman 'wiIl certainly perish who refuses
ta take food -or, in other words, witlî-
out the use of means bis end bas
corne, but with their use bis end is

fnot yet. And on the propriety ai
asking a Divine blessingr ta rest on
the agents eniployed, no Christian
can have any doubt. It is just as
propzr, though le.~ important, ta ask
for such a blessing on a medicine ta
cure disease, as that the nîcans cm-
ployed by the Church be effective in
bringing the beathen ta i knowledge
ai Christ.

But there aie otherb not in a posi-
tion ta obtain skilled assistance. Are
we, then, warranted in approachiing
God with the request that direct
interférernce many ýakc place, when no
means can bc employed, or in addi-
tion ta those in use? We7 answcer in
the affirmative; but the cure need
ual 1 sudden. Such diseases as
fevers and inflammations have a
stron- tendency ta a limit ln urne;
and uane of tbe grcat points in treit-
ment is ta 1,-ep up the patient for the
required trne. No one cari deny
tbat a strong %vili and an ardent

*hope canm braci, up the body to per-
ferai -grcat feats, and ta resist 'greai
f;iiigue. So can tbey infuse a stùuiu-

* ls that niay enable many a wa
patient ta suifer and ta wvaizt ilt tie
cris is pass. -rhus, instead of beconi-
ing despondent, thc systern is ncrved
ta enduraince, calling tipon the stored
energies of the body; and, if these bc

1 iufficicut, the ouilook is good. Now,


