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Landing northwest of the lake, still bent on withdrawal, lle went
toward Pheenicia, but was hindered in Ifis progress by His work of heal-
ing. As soon as the inhabitants heard of Ilis landing, ‘¢ they sent out
into all that country round about, and brought unto Him all that were
diseased, and besought 1lim™ to heal them. What exact and literal repe-
titions of this scene occur in the experience of every medical missionary !
Tt is because Christians, as a rule, pass their lives in Christian lands, and
are so accustomed to regard as entirely distinct the organizations for
spiritual work and those for so-called philanthropic work, that philanthropy
has ceased to be a distinctive sign of Cluistianity, an1 that Christiars fail
to realize the urgency and paramount importance of the close association
of Gospel preaching and philanthropic labor, which is the most striking
characteristic of the work as missionarics of our Lord and of His apostles ;
which, too, in the present day is proving to be the great lever by which
alone, apparently, the fanaticism of the Mohammedan belt of Central Asia
from Turkey to Thibet, and the utterly dead indifferentism of the small
world of China, can to any very visible extent be moved.

Jesus passed beyond the Jewish pale and reached ¢ the coasts of Tyre
and Sidon,’” Himself the first to carry the universal Gospel to the Gen-
tiles, by recognizing the faith of the Syro-Phenician woman, and by heal-
ing her daughter (15 : 22-28).

Passing thence, to avoid publicity Ile ** went up into a mountain and
ez down there.”  As before, Tle could not be hid, ** Great multitudes
came unto Him, having with them those that were lame, blind, dumb,
maimed, and many others, and cast them down at Jesus’ feet, and He
healed them,’ so that the people ¢ glorified the God of Isracl.”” So with
the medical missionary of to-day. The sick are brought to himn from all
parts, and are literally cast down at his feet for him to cure, with the
result in many cases that the patients and their friends have been led to
glorify the God who has put such love in the hearts of men, and has given
thew such means for the carrying of it into effect. All the power to heal,
all the medical and surgical knowledge we have, is given directly by God
for the use of men through men. Are Christians like their Master when
they keep to themselves gifts such as these through which their lives have
been so benefited—gifts which the Master used so liberally for all, Gentile
and Jew, saint and sinner alike ?

Here, as if to drive this lesson right home, Jesus suddenly called Iiis
disciples to ITim, and said : *“ I have compassion on the multitude.” For
whatgreat cause ? For nothing more than so ordinary a trouble as a tempo-
vary want of food.  If so small a bodily want excited the compassion of Jesus,
aud led to so markedly deliberate an exhibition of it, how can His Church
of today neglect the great inarticulate wail whick hourly rises to heaven
Jrom half the population of the whole globe, as they vainly cry out in their
sickness and misery, their helplessness and hopelessness?  If help for them
dots not come from the Church, whence can it come 2
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