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s;trengtlheniia,, of the stakzes, tho power of believing prayer. Oh, xny
brethren, if this were to 1>e the ]ast sermon I was ever going to precch,
1 would ask God to give mie this privilege, that 1 miglit stir up fuis ni.s.
siouary congregyatioti to-day to determine that, wliatever else is donc, tiiero
shall be for tuie next hiundred years, as far as we can control it, an entirely
ncw baptisi of 'prayer. There lias not been a crisis in the missionliri'
-%vork that lias not been tiirned in answer to prayer. Yen rerneeber lio;î,
in 1858, Gxod opetied thc doors to, half the human race in answcr to prayer;
hiow again, in 18-78, -when the prayers of sonie of God's saints were turncd
te increased sanctifled grivirg, there wvere less than twenty people wvho il
their united orifts crave nerl on ilion pounds sterling for foreign mnissions.
Whcn God's chosen few, began te pray for more laborers, there carne a
knock from more than seven thousand young mon and women in Aierita
aud Engîand at the doors of the churches sud of our boards, saying : -"Dy
the grace of God we wvi11 go forth te, the foreign field."- And whien I %vas
speaking on missions in Scetland two years age, the secretaries be ged
net te appoal for laborers, for they said "We have a great many miore
people applying than wve cani possibly send with the means at our disposai."
Bvery great crisis in the missionary field lias been turned ini answer to
prayer, and yet the Churcli lias net begun te, know what the power of
prayer is in waiting on Ahnighty God for a, blossing.

Look at tho second Psahn. It is not a proplhecy of missienary tritimpli,
althongli it is often quoied as sucli. "Ask of Me and 1 sbalH give tlw-e
the heathen for thine inheritance, and the nttermost parts of flic cartil
for thy possession." That sounds like a promise of world-congmmct.
Ycs, but read the next verse :" Thou shalt, break them wvitb. a rod of
iron ; thon shalt, dash them in pieces like, a potter's vessel." It is a prom-
iso and a prophecy that wvhen the 1-ings of the earth conspire against flic
mis.ionary band, and against the Messiali that, leads thern, le, the Kine
on lus threne, wvill, in the emergencios and exigencies of sticl confiet,
reacli ont Ris rod, flot the golden end of grace, but the iru end cf
power, " and dashi them in pieces like a petter' s vessel. " And, as in the
inissionary world revivals have ceome in answer te, prayer, se on thc oCher
baud the interpositiens of God Lave corne in tho destruction of Ris enenlies
and the defoat, of their armies and the overturning of thecir hostile colin-
cils ; and net until tuie Churcli believes that God is the answverer of prayer,
amnd that God will interpose by lis providence and by Ris grace, ivill the
Cliurcli ever be a tritimphant, aud cenqinoring mnissionary Clitirch. A
lieîovcd Japanose convort and trainer of native teachers, Mr. Neesima, said,
-%vith bis dying breath, " Advance on your kucoes." That is the only way
te advance in missions. And thon I beliove thie third clemnent by ivbich
flie stak-es are strcngthienod is a flrm confidence in this GDospel as the Gospel
(if Christ, and in this Word is the Word of God ; that it.is emphatically the
Word of God, the only inspircd and infallible W\ord of God ; that, timere-
fo.re, wlmen I go fürth eaud, carry this MWord of Grod, 1 haVe il the onergies
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