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taken possession of in the matter of consccratod ineans. The Chureli of
God is doing nothing to-day in ':umparison to %vIiat ilie inight do and oughit
to do. *WVe feol ashamcd, bowever, to speak uf giving as a duty, 1juewtu

iL rows on our convictions more and more that we ougltolooigtf
if. as a duty, and! only think of it as a transcendent privileye. Tliero is

soinorhing ii. love that takes off the asiperities of duty. - 1 dcliglit tu (Io
thy wi1I, 0 my Go." That is the atmosphero of service-flot tho Zaw

atx~~.her-"1 ought Wo do tliis thing, " but the love atuxospheru, IlM
meat is Wo do the will of Iflîm tliat sent me, and to finish lus wvork."
Now, in this unclaimed and untroddcn region with regard to giving, toro
-ire three or four things to which we want to cail especial attention.

In the first place, individual giving is a region beyond, yet to bu renaohed
by the Churcli of God. "lLet every onze of you lay by hi in store."
God's principle is not that the rich should give, for that tho poor shoul
give, but that ricli and poor should alike (YP e; and every man, wonii,
and child thus bave part in this consecration of substance.

Thon we nocd systematic giving. " Upon the first day of the week lut

ovory one of you lay by in store ;" at stated times, with regualarity, as a
inatter of habit, so that, just as reguluirly as the Nveek cornes round, theo
should bc an account with God that is audited, corrccted, adjusted, to auo
that there bc no failure in this part of our duty. Just as we are to bring ai
certain portion of our time and set it entirely apart to God, so wo am o 
bring a certain portion of our substance, statdly and hiabitually otlcring it
to the Lord.

Thon there mustbho roportiunte giviDg. We mustgive, first, according
Io our cziiity, and, secondly, " as Gad hauth prospered usr." And this lav

ofproportion must nover ho overlooked. The dificulty with the Chureh
to-day is that, too often, wo are calculating how littie w-e can give to satiafy
the dlaims of conscience, whereas Nve ouglit to ask, "H11ow muchi can 1 givo
to Goda î ad how littie cari 1 reserve for niyself, and yet satisfy te abso.
lute necossities of my own reasonable wants V' We oughlt Wo tura tho rilla
of our giving entirely round. Give to the Lord the first portion, flot the
last, Give We the Lord the largest portion, not the ]east

Thon there ought We ho self-dcnying giving, which lies stili furtdier ho.
yond ia this untrodden territory. A ivoman went round in a chureli to gc>L
offerinrs from the womon of tho congregation for foreign missions, and lier
uniforma plea was, IlYou cari give this, ana you wili not feel it a bit."
That was the damagin; recommendation. Hereis tho troub)le lutho Chutrcîx
of Christ : ire give and we do not feel it ; neithor doos the 'world feul it
vory miucli ! We cannot conceive how God can take mach ploasuro ln a
gift that costs us nothing ; aud lot us pray God never Wo lot us use sucli an
argument as that. Ilather give until you do feel it.

Mucli is said froni tume t time about the gpnerouq giving of disciples.
Thore are thirtv millions o f P'rotestant Churcli-members to-day, and twelvo
millions of dollars is the aggregate sumn that is givea We foreign missions by

1891.]


