1890.] TRANSLATIONS FROM FOREIGN MISSIONARY MAGAZINES. 363

large number of wumen and of young people came and grouped themselves
around us, and the work of God went on, while, inside the village, Satan reigned
full master.

‘ Butif we are sometimes ill received, most commonly it is otherwise. Permission obtained,
wo establish ourselves in the shede of an oukuuliilow, a dense evergreen tree, of which there
iscme in the centre of almost every village. The people gather around us, and we evangelize
them as much by vur hymnsas by vur words, fur they luve uuch to hear us sing,  Itis always
acritical mument when, after an address, there is a traasitivn to pray er, especiaisy if the one i
charge requires themn to kneel. They then begin to nudge one aunother, to make ridiculoas
remarks; little by little, they are scized with an inextinguishable fit of silly laughter, anditisa
chance if they do not literally roll on the ground.

I have once beheld such o scene of hilarity preceded by 2 general stampede of all the
urchins, who forebuded sumucthing mysterivus. I have more than vnce Leard an individual
excleim, with ¢ sigh of relief, after prayer, *‘Riséle,” i.c., * Fair weather again,® It isnot after
afirst nor a second visit to a village that we can expect conversions.  We ought to have a more
cunsiderable nucleus of Christians thau we have here, and to Le able to divide thean 1nto grougs,
in such a way as that some villages might have gospel preaching Sunday after Sunday. For the
moment our evangelization is still far too sporadic to afford hope of satisfying results. But we
hupe that the seed is drupping ntu suite hearts, aod guay Gud that e will do Ly His spirit what
we cannot do by our word.

“If one from Stwitzerland should come to visit our native churches, he would be, I doubt not,
not o little surprised to find how far our Chrisbians are from answeriag the idea entertained in
Europe. Insome places at hotae peuple imagine that the Christlan negroes are angels -that
ihey adore their missionaries. But they forget what are the works of the flesh in a young
church composed of members that have come out of heathenisin and the deepest degradation.

*¢ur most sincere and faithful Christians have to sustain, in order to persevere mn the good
way, adaily and desperate strife against the pagat influence of their encicunment and of therr
own hearts. Then a great number accept the gospel sitaply asa doctrive and as a system of
outward usages. But. despite theevil which is found in our churches, weare happy to note the
powerful actiun of the guspel, and we can uot but adwire the love aud the patience of Gud in thss
work of elevativn whese steps of progress are 5o slow.™

—The Evangelisch-Luthcrisches Missions Blatt for January, 1850, begins
with these New Year's thoughts: “Immanuel; God be with us! Thisis our New
TYear's greeting to our beloved readers. In the midstream of the fleeting ages
stands this immovable rock, * God with us,” as vur surerefuge. If e, the soune
of all goods and gifts, cunjuins himself with our poverty, what a fullness of
blessing then streams down upon us; his eternity gives to our brief duration of
iife an eterpal worth, his righteousness covers our sin, his strength helps our
weakuess to stand, his life consumes vur death—Immanucl! How cunsoling, at
the purtal of the new year, is the wealth of meaning in this name for all whose
heart is in missions! Indeed, he has appended this name as his signature be-
neath his Great Commission: for what is the premise,  Behold, I am with yon
all the days, even unto the end of the world,” except an amplified explication
of thename Immanuel ? God with us and our work! What need we have of this
comfort! The longer one works in niissions, the greater appears tohim the task
imposed upon them, and the higher the towering difficulties of this work scem
uften to rise. Doubtless, in the last decade, in the varivus missivos, a consideralle
number of heathen has been converted. But this increase is counted by thou-

. sands, while the great mass of heathen peoples is yearly increasing by millions.
Tndoubtedly in this last decade Christian missions have, in the lands of the
heathen, made victorious progress, but just in these last years has the reinforced
opposition of Mohammedanism in Africa and the united oppesition of the
heathen in India, risen to withstand them; nay, even Buddhisin in Japan and
Ceylon ap. pears minded to gather its strength for new conflict. And when.
even out of the midst of the elder Christendom, many anxious apprehensions find
a voice concerning the decrease of Christian faith and life, this decline cannct
fail to lame the missionary activity of the church. Looking at these facts and
at ourselves, we have no guarantee of success. Where do we find it? In the
name and Amen (Namen und Amen) of Immanuel. Is He with us in our work?
Then it must succeed.  On his banner Victory never fails to perch.”



