
SATURE 0P SUPPrEsn FOSSIL TRACI{S.

evid.ently more ôr less fraginentary, but znany of thetn are continucus
over lengths of nine or ten feet; and in places they run ini differezkt
directions, and occasionally cross one -%notiier.

Tho track-like aspect of these impressions ia se striking, that any
atteinpt to eaat doubt on theïr animal origii rnay seeni altogether
futile. The fact that no crustaccam remains (or otixer vestiges of
animais by -which'they could. have been produced) have been dis-
covered in connectien with them, is, of courïse, of no moment: as
undoubted footrtracks of reptiles and birds cur in the Connecticut
Valley, aund elzewhere, under similar circunistances. There is one
point, novertheles, and 1 think a. strong- point,, which mulitates
against their animal oengin. The lateral indentations or supposecl
feet-impressionz vary in number, as regards their gr-ouping, in different
"taks," thus forcing Professr Owen te establish no lms thian four

distinct species . PrDticlenites ruioas .cInedP.septem-
,notatus, and, P. alernans, -with a provisional. species, P. Zfinalus, to
incl.ude the track without, lateral pit.matks.e The association of so
many different species, if the aupposed tracks bo really of animal
enigin, is ut leazt a very remarkable circunistance: one, indeed,
tliat might cause doubt in unprejudlicedl xxnds a% te the real nature
of these imapresions. But, if net the tracts of crustaceaus or ether
animais, te, what> it may be aked, ean these impressions be due ? à'
would suggest, but with all due apology for the hieresy of the sugges-
tien, that they mây ie, nething more than tho impressions of large
facoids. Many of the e=iting Mfelanos2)ermoe giow te a great length:
and in many genera with fiattened or riband-like. fronda there is a
well-d'efined nxidrib, sufficiently lbard to, make a distinct indentation
whon the frond is pressedl on damp s3md. The, lateral indentations
of our Potsdami impressions Mnay have been made by groups of spores
or sori arranged (as seen ln many existing foýms> along the sides of
the frond. If it bc saia that the son lun existing facoids could scarcely
accomplish this, it wotild net bie more unreasonable te infer that iu
these ancient, sca-weeds the spores wcre ef a somewhat barder or
denser nature, than te have te admit with Professer Owen that the

*It may perhups bt uxTrthLttlise species rollecth'rel aire ouly intodced *0 be proisionalù
tba Damnes .pP'jiyng net to thea nimals;, bjut sinhp!y, as terins of convrnienec, te the '«tritakS."
Buat if momo of these imnpreions wer, re4lly made by a crustaes*n with seven pairs ofct
ivhilst otheis trcro ruade by crusL=ccns having cight pairs, &r., they mnust cettainly bave
betui made l>y distinct, oven if by closcly rclated, sptce,%s - uttns the~ terre scies in Its con-

ventona orc>msony udettoo sese.in the crustarea, and indeed throughout the ýnimatI


