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Are spread o'er the land and ses !
And would'st thou hack it down 1
Woodman forbear thy stroke !
Cut not its earth bound ties—
O ! .spnre that aged gak !
Now towering to the skies.

When bot an idle boy,

T sought its grateful shade:
In all their gushing joy,

Thero, too, my sisters played.
My mother kissed hete—

My father preseed my hand —
Forgive this foolish tear,

Bat let that old oak stand !

My heart.etrings round thee cling,
Closs us thy bark, old friend !
Here shali the wild brd sinz,
And still thy branehes bend.
Old tree ! tho storm shr!l brave!
And, Woodman, leave the spot—
While I've a hand to save,
Thy axe ehall harm it not.
—Schenectady Denocrat.

Repository of Contemporary Opinions.

In our last we gave the viaws of the London Morning
Chronicle on the Maine Law, with the reply of a contem-
porary. We are glad to perceive that the subject is at-
tracting atlention in other quarters. One of the most
indepandent and trust-worthy of the London Dailies has
uttered its opinion with respectful approbation. The
Maine Law is approved by the London Daily News, which
paper specaks in a leading cditorial, this :—

It is very interesting to us who sit in old Europe, fol-
lowing old methods of government as a maiter of course,
to see what can be attempted and done by a people really
aud imme liately eelf-governing. We may doubt and dis-
appiove of some things done by our Republican brethren
across the Atlantie, and think that we should rot like this,
or that, or the other liability or cnstom of theirs; but it ia
to be hoped that we can cordially admire and honor certain
oecasional achievements of theirs, which are quits baypnd
anything we can effect or dream of effecting. Va'e really
hardly know anything more striking than the history of the
rapid abolition of the vice of drunkenness in saveral of the
States of the American Union; and it is with the fqelings
of the deepest respect that we desire to direct the attention
of cur countrymen to the action of the State of Maine in
regard to that viee. That curse, which is fatal wherever it
appears, used to be more deadly in the State of Maine
than in many other places. Bordering on our Colonies,
and thickly wooded, and in part ,acamig' seitled, it has re-
tained & semi-barbarous character, in soms respeets, to this
day. At some seasons; the sireets of the towns swarm
with a wild addition to the ordinary population—witl Jum-
berers from the woods, Irish emigrauts, and Indian wan-
derers. Till last year, these visitations wera a subject of
dread to the sober inhabitanis. By day the streets were
hardly safe among so many reeliog drunkerds; and at
night, the reeltng drunkards murdered sleep. Last May,
when the towns filled with these strangars, all was safe
and orderly. The Houses of Carrection Wére. nearly empt
throughout 1852. There were vory fow paupers ; and such
was the state of social peace, that the lawvars had little to
do in criminal eases.  Such was the immediate results of
the Maine Liquor law. What was that law iteelf the re-
sult of?  Thisis the question that intetests us; for there
can be few or none whs would dispate the consequences

‘the law appears to work as well as a prohibitory law eves

of an abolition of intemperance. The doubt is about the
possibility of such abolition at all; or otherwise than. B
the sacrigce of something more inportant than the beWe
fit to be gaiped, )

The Maine Liquor Law was obtained by the simple de-
termination of the majority to abolish intemperance in th® |
form of drink. They did it through the ballot-box—bY
electing temperance men to the Legislature. For many
years, valuable experience had been accruing. The oF
dinary temperance movements had been tried there, 8°
elgewhere in the Union ; and with the same partial. S4¢°
cess. The success can never be more than partial wher®
temptation and conflict ramain.  As long as rum and %;2
shops stand open, and tha smell of spirits 1s in the air, 1
weak and wavering will suffer under confliet with temptd
tion, and ofwn fafl; physicians will tell in private of t
increase of soliiary drinking—the worst of all; and_th®
«“ pledged” will be in & lower state than ever, having adde
perjury to their firat weaknesas. It appears from @ J
ence, that it is 3 terrible mistake to expect so sarjous 88%:
difficult a process as self-contro] from such a:simulus 8%
associatizn in a temperance society ; and thus it turned 0%
in Maine, a5 elsewhere. 8o the Legislature was loo
to.”

The Editor then gives 2 summary view of Maine legis’
lation on the liquor tratfic, and then proceeds :—

«Some may ask here, as many asked there—What
more could be done by law than prohibiting the sale ? ® |
ona thing more that wwag wanted was the destruction of t
liquor : and this is the most suriking feature of the new law:
'I‘(Le intoxisating liquor wherever found under circumstan”
ces which indicate sale, is impounded till the matter 1%
tried ; and on the conviction of the ssllera, the liguor ¥
poured out upon the gronnd.  Lvery ecity and town is 1€
quired or permitted to nppoint anpually, through its mss”
cipal officers, an agent, who is licensed for the yaar upder
responsibility to the magistracy, to sell spirits for the put”
poses of the mechanical arts and medieing ; aod, up t0 8
tims, it appears that a sutficient supply is obtained for al
such purposes by this provision. And in every other wa¥
does, and certainly to the benefit of society within ‘.h“
Stats. A dram shop may be opened here and there, )
outside the boundary line of the Siate; and & citizen
and there import & cask of spirits, and give away the CO%°
tents among those who will do him some favor in retif®
but ihese are small matters.  There is a general pur ifio®-
tion—the smell is not in the air—the dram shops aré not
open before the oyes—the temptation does not beset
will—the struggle does not perplex and weary the brai#
and conscience. The social resulis are so clear that ‘gs,
example has been followed. Rhode [sland bhas follow! B
in the wirk in Maine, and so also has Massachusetts; ¥it
the exception of Boston, where the municipal authoritic®
strong invested interests, still hold out. The doubt wass8t
first, whether a law so0 suringent could stand—whether the
second year would not unde the work of “the first. 1t ‘?;
pearspot.  Exparienced American citizens beliove that
would now be immpossible to get the law repealed.

The first sentiment of Englishmen on hearing this 6107 :
scems to be amazement that citizens will submit 10 560l ®
law. They fes! that thers would be danger to our libestie?
if such a law could pasa onr Parliament and 'Throms.
morjow. No doubt: but this is becanse we do not, 888
people, desire it. If the Americans were not self-govers"
ed, they would rebel econer than admit of legislation 5 -
stringent. But they are sel{-governed, and therein lies.tbe.
chief interest of the whole matter. They decresd: for-.
themselves first, the universel education which_di.ig"f’dt"
them with drunkenness, and warned thei to save the né*
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