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CANADA TEMPERANCE ADVOCATE.

—

sooner or fater justify our most sanguine expectations. A ocorres.
pondent of our Riiode Island nume.sake * Delta,” has furnished
to thas paper some excellent thoughts on the relations of ** moral
and Jegel suasion.”  Qur readers will find in them a confinmation
of our views cxpressed sume mouths ago on tho same subject.
We subjoin the article :—

In the organization of society there arc three important institu-
tions ; the family, the church and the State. Each of theee insti-
tutione hae it appropriatec work, and each relation, when fuily
understood, and the obligations arising from these relations
promptly disch:rged, will recure the highest happiness of man.
The appropriate worg of the family insti*ution is, to guard and
guide the infant and vouthful mind ; to guerd it on the one hand
. against vice and immorality, and to guide it on the other, into
the path of virtue und religion. The influence of parental ecx.
ample and instruction will be felt upon suciety, for good or for
evil, in every community.

To the church is assigned the work of moulding public
opinion, and in proportiun as the great principles of right are in-
culcated in the femily, in the same preportion is the ehurch aided
in the wurk of securing correct public action. But here the
church meets a formidable barrier, from bad example, und bad
! instraction in the fannly relstion, rnd moral suasion, to a great
extent, loses its power upon the morals of men.

It is the duty of parents to teach their children eubmiseion to
parental authority, and demand of the child the performance of
nght actions, controlled by right intentions ; but where the child
i8 suflered to do very much as he chnoses, (as is too true in many
instances,) he is taught rebellion agninst the government of God,
and moral suasion, through the presentation of truth, luses its ef.
fect upon the mind und heart, and hence his continued rebeilion
against al} just law. Moral suasion bere fails to restrain such
Eersons, and hence the necessity of civil government, to restrain

y force, or from legal motives.

v The law was not made for the righteous, bul for the ungodly ;
for murderers of fathers,”” &ec.  And hence eivil government be.
comes as neccssary in the administiation of the moral govern.
ment of God, a8 the family or the church. As all men will vot be
influenced by moral principles, or have not honesty enough to be
what they see 1o be right, civil authority becomes a necessity of
human nature, to rertrain the vicious, and to protect the virtuous.
But it may be eaid in reply, * civil governments have passed bad
laws, aud havo countenanced wrong.doings.” This argument might
possess some force, if the government asked Lo prolect kome wrong-
doing but it is sinply required to prevent the wrong, by ideniify-
ing iteelf with the right, and therefore is as necessary as moral
suasion, and should be employed where this fails 10 socure the
rights of men. The same mode of reasuning in relation to the
wrongs coutitenanced by the State Lo prove legal ruusion inexpe
dient, and inefficient to remove an evil, might be applied, with
equal furce, to family government, and to the church iteelf; for
both have given cuuntenance to wrong-duing, in many instances.
1s the abuse of these institutions proof that they are wrong, and
not intended to secure the welfure of man 7 If not, then the argu.
ments adduced again:t the use of legal suasion 1o put down
wrong-dving, where moral suasion has failed, are invalid ; and
the evil should be removed at once, when it 18 within the reach
of law. It may be eaid, * legal suasion does not reflorm men
who are practising an evil.” Neither dues moral suasion reformn
all men; and it is that class of men wha will not be inftuenced
by rcasoning, that the legal motive should be applied to. With
them, ia many cases, legal sunsion gocs even heyond moral, for
the fermer restraing them fiom the evil, while the latter dues
nnt,

* What God has joined together, let noman put asunder.” I,
for cxample, the evi! of rumselling can be prevented ouly by fine
and imprisonmen!, then fine and imprisonment should be resorted
to; and there is a certain class of rumsellers who will not be
: aroused to their responsibility, till they bave had time for reflec-
! tion, at the expense of the State, on the other side of the Cove.
! That would be iho strongest suasion with such men whieh could
| be used, and a few examples would make rumselling a8 uncom
| mon and vnsafe as counterfeiting, in comparison with which,
z counterfeiting is an honorable employment.
|
i

From the Chrislian Ambassador we take the following, which

will be found to harmonize with the gbove, and with
the age :—

1u the history of nations il seeins that the nature of their 1%
determine therr desticy.  There are great lawa unal!e‘rably‘ﬁ“
in the nature of things, which must be regarded by a natio? 8
well ag by an individuul, 1o securo its prosperity and prescreation:
If not regarded, it hastens on to destruction, "It matters not i
how high an elevation it has arrived in civilization, if it regar
not the great foundation law of rovernment, which is tu seonre
to individual hig natural rights, it is destined to ruin and dac?!‘;
The past speaks loudly of the demoralizing tendency of injuslC
and tyranny. So interwoven are the interests of men, that 8 [enf
cannot enjoy freedom long if they look wot after the welare
the whaole.  And to secure freedom to all that campoge A |mtw""
the laws which franic civil governinent must rest on natursl laws
ae a foundation. If they do not they have no foundation.
other foundation can be laid upon that which has Leen laid,
men must build wpon it or fall amid the ruins of their
structure without foundation. If a law legalizes that W'l“"
is an evil to men, it 18 in oppusition to that ** higher law® of GO%
which eays © do evil to no wan.”  Which shall be obeyed ?

T'he legalizing of 1he sale of intoxicating drinks bringe evil 17
men. Tt destroys domestic peace, sucial comforte, and nﬂ""“:v
happiness, and is therefore wreng, and in opposition to the h‘tl
of God, which is right, and brings peace, joy and happine®® ¢
men. Which law shall be obeyed ?  Uf the hquor traffic 0":‘;
tinue, what shall be the destiny of this nation ! Let thoss W "
sre at ease Lo troubled.  Let men think und act upon \‘"J
quostion. A civil law which is calealated to prevent evil av
bring good to men, is in accordnnce with tho law of (God, whiC
is 1o * do good o all men  Therefore, a law to prevent |
liguor traffic ix nn equitable law, fuunded upon the law ufjustl"ee'
\\ﬂ)ich lnw is of God.  So no man neod to fear to use his influcd®
‘I'he approving smiles of hcaven are upol "
waill

divin®

the spirit of

an
owth

in ita favor.
Justice and humanity are cailing for it, Christiznity is
for it, to wmako men eober, s0 as to clothe them with s
beauty.

Wo throw in here an excellent cpisnde—a eort of ar8”’
mentum od hvminem conversauiun, which we find among ‘h.B
sketohes of Phacion, supplied to Maesachusctis f.:fe Boat. Iuie
a healthy stream although boginuing with Tamted Meat :—

Tawnted Meat. Not long since the writer purchased 8 piec®
of beef which proved to be tainted. Otbers beught from ¢
pame buicher's waggon, and wers equaily uu! riunate. W
enemy to the Anti.Liquor law hearing of it, exclaired, ¢ I wo¥
pros:cute the man for sclling it ;" and 1 imagine myself p“"“‘“¢
the arguwent with him,

« Why, sir, would you prosecute him 1" )

« Because, in the sale of tainted eat, the tman provokes d;‘
easc and endangers life. No man has a right (o put in jeopal J
the lives of h:s fellow men in such a way."

« Hold, hold! tho man sells meat for a living, and this 8 0"'{
a little which is on his hands—he must sell it. or it would @
dead Joes to hin—besider, he docs not wish that it would i")“'.-
any persan.  On tho other hand, he rincerely hopes it may 0 ;a
13

v 1 care not for his hopes or his wishes ; no man has a I’iﬂhl s
B

pursuc a trade which endangers the health and iife of his fel

men.  If he can't get a living in an honest way, then he he
better die.” : -
* Why, sir, vou express yoursclf very strongly.—1 should

moet think you was an advocate of the Maine Law. Let us “‘,t'
Would you not rather sufter the buteher to furnish vour eons wit
tainted meat, than that the romseller should deal out intoxicat!®
drink to them 1"

* That's nothing to do with eelling meat, Itic quitoa
thing.  Men have alwavs sold ram, and custom and habit
much to do with the right of the matter.” ok

¢ 8o have some wicked men always sold tainted meat. 'lth’
you custom could ever make it right 7 Somo men havo n.lwﬂ)'
cheated whomsocver they could—they have bren much 1% "7
habit of it, ought we not to overlook it 2 If custom can mé c,w
wrong thing right, we should think by this time it wonld befl‘!'k
honorable to defrand. Now tell me candidly, which do you ‘hmt
has done, and is dning, the mostinjury to mankind, taiuted Me®”’
or intoxicating drinks 2
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