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Work 7 You’re joking, landlord. You gotany work? 1’1l
take half out at the bar.”
“ Haven’t you got & job of work 7 asked Morrison in an

angry voice.

“ Me?” replied Latimer, still but half awake. ¢ Ma?
No, indeed, I’vo looked the town over. 1 can’t get any
work.?

¢ You lying, cheating rascal I’ exclaimed Morrison, in a
sudden, ungovernable fit of passion, dragging the half-intox-
icated man from his chair, and throwing him towards the
door. As he staggered away, he followed him up, and
opening the door, pushed him with a torrent of oaths into
the street.  Latimer fell apon his face, but like many
drunken men who fall, sustained little or no injury.

Instead of returning to abuse Morrison, \vhich was the
first impulse of his mind, he went reeling home.

Sad worle had been going on there, in his absence. His
landlord, whose repeated demands for money had not been
salisfactorily answered, and who had already commented
legal proceedings against him, fo which no attention had
been paid, had issned hn execation upon his furniture, and
he found the officers of the law about removing the prineipal
part of his household goods to satisfy the arrearages of rent.

“Hallo! What does all this mean?? he said, as he
came in, staring at the men who were executing the law’s
3ehest, and then at his weeping wife and frightened chil-

ren,

¢ It means,” replied an impracticable looking old fellow,
“ tha’t’ we have seized, and are taking your furniture for
- tent.

At this, the drunken man became furious, and swore that
he would knock them right and left if they dared to put a
hand upon any thing. He would seo the landlord, he said,
and make it all right.

¢ Do you know,’? said the atern-looking old fellow, ¢ that
you are interfering with the officers of the law in the regular
discharge of their duties ??

¢ Who carcs for the officers of the law ¢ Every man’s
house is his castle, and no one dares enter it. Clear out
now,”in quick time, or I’ll make daylight shine through
you.

And as Latimer said this, he seized the poat of a hedstead;
but before he had time to lift it from the floor, the old fetlow
, :lq:;k him by the collar with a vice-like giasp, saying as he
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¢ Yon’ll go to prison for this, my latk. Come! We’ll
soon seitle you.”

Seeing her hushand in the hands of the officer, and hear-
ing the word prison, Mrs. Latimer started forward with a
ery of alarm, and Agnes and the other children crowded
around the officer, seizing hold of him, and imploring him
with tears not to carry off the wretched husband and father.

$ Oh, sir, pleaded Mrs. Latimer, ¢ let him go—Iet him
go! He is not himself!—he did no! know what he was

oing ! Oh, sir, let him go, and he will not interfere any
more.”?

After some parley, the poor wretch was released from the
tight grasp of the officer, and he shrunk off and seated him-
self by the fire.

While Latimer was away that morning, his wife had
pawned her wedding 1ing and a smalt breastpin that had be-
longed to her mother, and the instrum.ent of all their misery
wasg again full. This she brought out, and while the agenis
of the Jaw stripped the furniture from ths house, she sat
down listlessly beside her hushand, and they comforted them-
selves with the hottle !

Poor children ! 1t wes 2 heat aching sight to see them.
No mind-obscuring dravght dimmed their perception of the
misery that swirounded them, Every thing stood out in its
sharpest reality. Even to little Lotty, they were all ciush-
od down with a most heart-oppressing sense of evil.
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Atlast the men who had intruded themselves, finished
their dreadful work, and departed. How sad and desolate
was the home they left behind ; sadder and more desolate to
the little ones than to the parents, who still comforted them-
selves with the bottle !

The Tavern Keeper's Family. |

Abuut fiy years ago, a young mar named Morven, who had
been butler in a nobleman’s family, in tho north of Scotland;
came to the large city of A . and oponed a fotel. {is
houso goon became celebrated as being the most handsomely
furnished, and for having tho beat served tablo of any hotul in the
length and breadth of tho land; his cellars were fuinished with
the richest winos, and tho best of all kinds of ardont spirite, and
such was the flow of company to his houso, that he seon heeamo
able to purchase the building which ho at first only ronted.

After a short time, he married the daughter of one of the most_|
rospectablo merchants in the city.  Ffe auil} continued to increaso
in woalth and respectability. Year after year, he continued to add
to his houso in size, comfurt and elegance. And when his family
(which consisted of one son and four danghters) began to grow
up, the son was sent to Oxford, and the daunghters to the best

boarding school in England. But, a gradual change had been !
coming over the horizon of their prosperity and happiness. Mr, |

Morvon had saveral times been seen in a stato, which at least
testified his satisfaction with the quality of his own liquor. And
Mre. Morven whno had once been heautiful, amiable and highly
accomplished, wae now frequently obliged t« lay down in the
alternoon, under the pretence of fatigue or woakness, but those
who know her well, strongly suspected it wasa too frequent |
application tv the wino bottle, wiich was the causo of ull her
disability.

When their daughtars retutnod from school, thay were recoived
inty the best class of society tha city afforded. Their son also ro.
turned a finished gontleman; but they had neglectod giving him .
a profeesion, intending thet he should in time tako his father’s |
place. Tn tho mean time, as he had nuthing to do, he amused
bimeaelf in the company of ull the idle spendthrnifts about tuwn ; he |
betted at horso races, and soon bocamo addicted to overy spocies -
of gambling, Fhs perents remonstrated wath him on hia folly and
w.ckedness i spending €0 much timo ard money, but it was of no :
avail, ho stil continued his evursc of dissipation, until he got
involved in a serious quarrel, causcd by liquor and gambling,
which obliged him to 'cave tho country; he still, however, con-
tinned to druw considerable sums from his father; at last thoy
ceased to hear from him, and after a great deal of fruitless enquiry
they ascertaincd that he had been hilled in & drunken brawl, ina
low gambling house in London.

About this time their youngest and most boauliful daughger '
roturned from school; and for a time, things secmed to ook up e
little in their uwn eyes. As yot the public had seen nothing of the
misery which was slowly, bui surcly, coming upon them. After
their deys of mourming were expired, the Missoa Morven again
cntered society, tho gayest of the gay, Sumo iery dmcovering
peopls did not farl to remark the inequality of spints which often
appoared in the three eldest, but they failed to trace it to its
true sousco; Bnt rzain a ohange came over them, the youngest
(Miss Jane) gradaslly withdrew hersell from society. But for
what? let us view lier in hor privacy. She had time after timo, too,
scen her mother intoxicated. Yes dear reader, hor fine and gontle |
mind had been shocked, by socing her who had given hor birth, in
a stateof beastly intoxication. She felt degraded, and almoet over. |
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