74 Economy of Insccts,

in the great proceszes of decomyosition and re-
production, by which vegeteble and animal cx-
istence is perpetuated or maintained. Many
insects,—the bee, the silk-worm, the gall-fly,
the cochincal, and vthers,—work out beautiful
fabrics or valuatle productions for the comfoit
end health of maw, which no manufzcturing
skill can imite'c, or resources of chemical
knowledge suppiy.  Who does not sce, in the
abundance of these little artificers of good, a
disply of the divine beneficence ? ory whothat
reflezts on their own complete and wonderful
organization, cn the perfecticn of their anato-
mical structure, and on the amazing intricacy,
combined with thic remarkable littleness, of the
animal mechanism of their frame, does not ad-
mire the omniscient wisdom, and the divine
power and benevoleirce, displiyed in peopling
a tuft of grass, or the leaf of a shrub, wiha
whole community of animated beings, and in-
vesting them with capacities and practical cn-
ergy subordinate to the wellare of the largest
and the most important tenants of the carth ?
Yaetinsects, regarded individually, are so swma'l,
so frail, so ephemeral, as to ke utierly incom-
petent to effect any noticeable result,  Their
influence arices—in the case especially of ants,
wasps, bees, and other remarkable genera—irom
the combining of their numbers, and eveyn, in
some suiprising particulars, frem the adoption
of minute socizl laws, and the principle of the
division of labor. Insects ufiord a practical
and truly wonderful illnstration of the waxim,
¢Union is strength) IT the sluggard may
learn industry from the ant, and the philo-
sopher take lessons from the bee, what hints
of practical wisdom may not the quarrel-
some, the unsocial, the vain, the unforbearing,
the ambiticus, and the divisive, learn frem any
onc of a hundred sgesics of the tiniest crea-
tures that exist ?

The displays of insect energy, connecied with
perseverance and instinctive skill, are so nu-
merous and remarkabic, that volumes havebeen
written to describe them. A beeile, through
sicady continuation of unaided effort, will, in
two days, bury beucath the soil, a substance of
forty times its own weight and bulk. A single
wasp wiil lay the foundation, skelch the out-
lines, and construct the clements, of an intricate
habitation, excrcising, at the same time, ajl the
care, and performing all the offices, of the foun-
dress of a colony, and the parent of a snummer’s

offspring of thirty theusund of her species. ‘I'he
sitk-worm spins un unbroken double thread of
silk, nearly one thousand feet in length, and
coils it with such compactness round its body
as to render it a sheath impervious to damp and
air, affording complete protection while the in-
sect passes from the coudition of a worm toits
matured state of a winged moth. The Cayenne
wasp manufactures a card so strong, so smoothy
and of so unifcrm a texture, as to rival many &
productien of the human pasteboard-maker, and
s0 curicusly employs it as a covering for its
nest, that 1ain-drops never rest upsn its hard
and pelished surface.  The bee continually, in
the consiructing of itscomb, solves the diffi-
cult geometrical problem:—A quantity ¢f wax
being given, how skall there be constructed
similar and equal cells, of the jargest eize in
proportion to the bulk of wmatter employed, and
so disposed as to oceupy the leest possible ex-
tent of spacc? Hundreds of instances like
these might be produced, exhibiting the effects
of industry or of instinctive wisdom,—all :llus-
trating how ¢very good are the small, as well
as the great, works of the Crcator,—and all
cchoing to the irresolute, the slothful, or the
sclf-conccited, these words of scasonable re-
proof and beneficent instruction: ¢Go to the
ant, thou slugaard.” Many =« lesson doinsects
teach, not mercly of perseverance and prudent
care, but of practical or cven manufucturing
skill.  'Were man less to consult his own inge-
nuity, than to explore or study, as exhibited to
him in the works or creatures of God, the adap-
tation of” animal mechanism, or adoption of in-
stinctive means, to the attainment of definite
ends, he woull at once renounce his highest
pretensions to the inventive wisdom, and blush
at the boastings of his pride, and make not a
few advances in the progress of useful improve-
ment.

To look at the ccomomy of insects, low
should christians be encouraged to trust and to
rcjoice in the Lord’s goodness and providential
love? Hec sustains the meanest creature which
exists, directing its instincts, and supplying its
wants; and shall he not much more give all ne-
cessary blessings to beings for whose sakes he
< spared not, but delivered up, his only begotten
Son? Shall he not ‘make all things work
together for good’ to redeemed souls,—to men
¢bought with a pricc,'—to ¢themn thatlove him,
and are the called according to his purpose i
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