BCCLESIASTICAL INTRLLUIGENCE,

‘We are unworthy of the privileges whieh we now
enjoy, it we do not feel an auXious desire to exiend
themto all around us.  The spint of Christianty isa
catholic, a liberal, ang a benevolent sprrit, and aly
who have tasted that the Lord 1s gracious, ought to be
ready and witling to conscerate themselves and thewr
substance unto the ' Lord,  'We do tervently hope that
these obligations will be powertully teft, and that a
society, which is so much required, and whichas lige-
1y to be so extensively uscful, will be cheertully and
hiberally supported by the contributions, by the ‘exer-
tions, and by the prayers of the whole Christian pub-

‘We wish every individual to know that the work
is only begun, indeed in many places it is not yet be-
2un, and that it will require great zeal and persever-
ance and liberality to carry it forward, Agreeably to
the standing regulations of the society, 2 meeting
maust be held in Halifax, during the sitting of the Le-
gislature, to receive the Annual Report, and appont
office bearers for the cnsuing year. This pertod s
not far distant, and it is certamly most desirable that
such a mass ol intelligence should be collected, and
such a hberal sum should be then raised, as wiil ens
able the society to proceed with some degrée of spint
and alacrity in this arduous but honourable undestak-
ing. Whenitisknown that thisis enurely a Mis-
sionary Society, that its attention- is exclusively di-
Tected to our own population, thatthe funds aie placed
under the superintendence of a most respectable end
influential committee, who have pledged thomselves
o' give an annual account of their stewardship, and
more especially when it is recollected that at this mo-
ment there ave hundreds and thousands of: professing
Presbyterians sitting in thethickest moral and spdrita-
al darkness, and sinking into utter indifference and
despondence, we should thinlk that scarcely any per-
son in comfortable and affiuent circwmstances, wounld
refuse 2 small contribution to such a charitable and
laudable object. _In conclusion, we beg leave to state,
that it will afford us great pleasure to vecord the pro-
<eedings of this institution, and to and 1t in every way
that we can think of.—Halifax Guardian, Oct. 30.
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.PRESBYTERY OF. GREENUC' .

Wednesday, an ordinary mcecting of the Proshytery
of Greenock was held in the Sherui’ Court Hall—thic
Rev., Mr. Brown of Iunerkip, Mederator, pro tem.

‘The overture anent the uniun of the Associate Se-
ce;llprﬁ with the National Church was then read; aller
which,

Dr. M’Farlan rose and stated thatthe overturc which
had justbeen read, was drawn up in consequence off
repeated conferences between a Committee of ihe Ge:
neral Assembly, appointed for the purpose, and a com:
mitiee of the AssociateSynod.  Its conditions, he had
good reason to know, wereace~ptable to the great ma-
Jority of the latier body; and he would ~ongratulate
the church at largc-on the pleasing prospect now
opened up of a great increase of parish churches and
parish munisters Trom that Nighly respectable budy of
Christians. The Genceral Assembly, when they dirst
entertained the application for unici, had 1aid itdown
as a condition not t be departed from, that the educa.
tion of the applicants must be shown'to be competent,
and upon this poiat the committée bad got amph: satis-
faction. ‘The neXt point insisted on was the subscrip-
tion of the formulas and staudards of' the church, and
in this respect too they found the committee of the Sy-
nod of one mind-with themselves; as they also were
in holding the great principle of a national establish-
mentof religion, so thaton all the great and essenual
poims they were agreed. 'The Rtev, Doctor then went

S

83
into the details of the overture regulating the terms of
aduussion, which provide that @ scevding naaister and
congregauon wWisting t juin the esiablishient, wete
W dse applicaiion to the Presbyiety ot the boundsin
wiueh thetr chureh was situated, who were authiornized
to recen ¢ thent 1o full counnumon, and 10 assign to
them aters onial dastriet, &, &e. The present mem-
bers of e cungregattols thas adwuiitted, who restde be-
youd the bonds of the purtsh assigned, were to have
the puvilege of receiving scahing vrdnances from
terr present mansier. Itwas a gule ot the church
that ny musster ot vne patish should exercise disci-
phne, or dispense sealing ordinances 1o persons resi-
dent 1y another parish, without the consent of the mi-~
msters ol that parish. VW here ministers were reason-
able men, no ditheudty arose trom this law, but as all
men were bot reasvnable, it was thought Jcairable to
leave no root for doubt un thss puintin rega.d to the
presem members of these congregations; but all who
should cunucet themselves wich them atter the union,
were to come under the common law of the church in
tins respect.  Lacennates ot the Synod were to be eli-
@ible 1o be called or presented to” all the benefices of
the charch, as 3t licensed by 1ts Presbyteries, and stu-
dents ot divioty mnght complete their curniculuip ei-
ther wath tharpresent Protessor of inany of the Uni-
versities,  Dr. M'Favlen here added that Mr, Willis,
the Associate Synod's Protessor of Divinity, had de-
clared that whenever the union was etfected, the Hall
over wiich bepresided would bedissolved.  Afterex-
placing the vieer regalaiions of' the ovenure, the Rev.
Doctor expressed his conviction that the terms of the
umon génerally would be found to be fair and reason-
able, and spoke in high termsof the conduct of the
mesubers of the Associate Synod’s committee during
the whole negotiation. e also remarked, that so fax
trom beta g injurey, the church would be strengthened
and honoured by receiving within its communion men
of the high character and attainments which distin-
gushed tne members of the Associate Synod: He
theretore suved that the overture be transmitted to the
Axrembly with the approval of the Piesbytery.

Mr. Menzies saw wiih great pleasure the disposition
which had been mantesied by the ministers and mem-
bers of the Associate Synhud to return to the bosom of
the Nauonal Church, and he would regard it as not
merely supoline, but contrary to the express com-
mand ol sunipture, to interpose any unnecessary obs
stacles m the way of a conswmmaton so desirable,
Sciusm was always an evidn itselt, and was no long-
er Justiable when the causes which gave rise to it
were temuved.  Un general grounds, therefore, he
hatded the preschit pruposal wih much pleasure—~
Winde e did aot atticapate objectivns 10 the princis
pie 01 the mcasute frons any weawbes of the Presbyte-
1y sutlly 1 & mauer ot sv nuch importance, and in-
vuli 1 a plber of tegulations, he thought sometime
tor maturely consdening these should be allowed.
‘Lhe preseut_mecting ot Presbytery was a very thin
uite, and ¢y el ot thuse present several had not had an
oppurtunily ol sectug the ovesture, or of knowing its
cuntenty; adl they entered the Hall.  He, therefore,
thought it Was but tair w all parues, and ne more than
was requared by the amportance of the subject, that the
consideration vl the uverture should lie over till next
meeting, i

Several vther members of the Presbytery—aill of
whotu eajse.sed their warm approbation of the object
and general wenur ol the overtue—spoke in favour of
delay, m order wiat they mght be able to éxamine the
detatls; and 1 wasat tengih Jyreed that the farther
cunstuerativh vl ahie ovenure shuuld be posiponed till
next urdiary mecing— Scotlish Guardian.



