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truc holiness,”  And again ; the same apos-
tle obscrves, ¢If any man be in Christy uc is a
new creature,” “For in Christ Jesue, neither
circumcision availeth any thing, nor uncircumci-
sion, but anew creature.” ¢ And having put on
the new man, which is renewed in knowledge, af-
ter the imnge of him that created him™ The
view which is here given is also supported by
the manner in which regeneration issaidto be ac-
complished, It is declared to be a work of
power—of cxceedingly great power. Thus it
is represented by the apostle to the Ephesians :
% And what is the exceeding greatness of his power
to us-watd, according to the working of his mighty
power, which he wrought in Christ when he raised
him from the dead ¥ Herc the power exerted
in imparting new life to believers, is compared to
that mighty power which was manifested by the
resurrcetion of Christ, Wero regencration no-
thing more than strengthening the holy disposi-
tions already in the soul; for such an eflect the
influence of motives might be sufficient. But
the necessity of tho excceding greatness of God's
power, is here asserteds. ' We may therefore rely
upon this representation as affording satisfactory
evidence tlat regeneration implies the creation of a
new disposition, T'hus being made new creatures,
the regencrated find themsclves cnabled to perform
good works. Oll things are passed away ; be-
hold all things are becomne new.

In reviewing thig subject, we observe that there
isan an essential difference between saints and
sinnerg, All ave alike by nature,  They indulge
the séame enmity of heart towards God, and pos-
sess in every respecty the same depraved disposi-
tions. But whercas sinners remain underthe influ-
ence of .their depraved teinpers, the saints have
been made to differ. God has taken away their
learts of stone, and given them hecarts of flesh.
They are new creatures, possesséd of new tem-
pers, and enabled to perform good works. A
change has been wrought in their souls, which
sinners have never expericnced. They have been
made to differy not only from their former selves,
but from all who are still unregenerate.  Andlet
it be remembered, that the diffcrence is essential.
1t does not respect the degree of loliness, but the
nature of their dispositions, The disposition of
the one is holy ; that of the otheris unholy. The
saints have been created anew in Christ Jesus un-
to good works ; sinners arc still undér the influ:
ence- of their depraved dispositions.  They are
still enemics to God by wicked works,

Again, the subject affords ‘2 mclancholy view
of the conduct of the unregencrate. Whatever
mankind may think of the religion of the heart.
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thereare few, cven of the most profligate sinners;
who do not claim the credit of having done many
good works, But the subject beforc us represents
the unregencrate as.never having done any-—-nay,
it teaches, that it is morally impossible they can do
any, until they arc created anew in Christ Jesus.,
All your moral actions, then, impenitent sinners,
arc wholly sinful. They spring from a corrupt
heart ; and must partake of the same nature asthe
source from which they proceed, You may
do many things which have the appearance of
good, and which mny be useful to society ; but
none of them are good in the sight of God. e
sces the heart which pollutes them ; he sees the
selfishness and pride from which they spring,
However virtuous.and worthy of praise, they may
be regarded by your fellow creatures, God regards
thens notin tpis manner, Even your most humble
prayers, which perliaps you view with so much
sclf-complacency, are altogether sinful in his sight.
So corrupt a fountain can never send forth pure
strediis.  None of your actions, while remaining
unregenerate, can be viewed with approbation by
a holy God,

Tinally, the subject solemnly warns those who
continue to indulge themselves in sin, under the
self-deception, that they shell embrace religion at
a future period. Smners are ready to persuade
themselves, that they con ecmbrace religion at any
time, and hence presumptuously neglect thep re-
sent, It isindced true, that they are possessed of
aatural power to obey all God's commandments,
and may, thercefore justly be réquired to obey
them ; but they have no moral power. They
are wholly under the influence of depraved dispo-
sitions—-an inability which indeed throws all the
blame on themselves ; and which will ag effectu-
ally close the kingdom of heaven against them
as though it were natural. Their depraved dispo-
sitions are so inveterately bent on wickedness, that
they must undergo anew creation before they

will do any good works, Something must be done

for them by tho Spirit of God, or they must perisl.
Think notthen, O sinners, that it is safe to trust to
the delusion that you can renew yoursclves at ane
time !=-you arc utterly helpless. And who knows
that God will make you new creatures, when you
may think it dangerous to delay any longer? I
you neglect the present time, you have great rea-
son to fear that when your time comes, it will not
be God's time. When you spread forth your
hands, he will hide his eyes from you—yca, when
you make many prayers, he will not hear. If
when God calls, you refuse, the time will come,
when though you call, ke will not answer, though




