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H-E recent scr les of start-Tliîig veîîts in the FarTEast lias callec i te
Nvorlcl's attention to Ruls-
sia more than anvthing
else that lias lial)lencd iii
the past or present gen-
er.ation. The Crinlean

S War, the cmancil)atiofl of
the serfs. tue exile liard-
ships, the ]Eastern ques-
tion, the Nihilist out-

rages, the intrigues iii China, the jew-
ishi massacres, and the Czar's peace
proposals ail appear insigynificant when
conipared Nvith the grigantie strug-gle
-with Jal)an. Circumistances compel
an expression of opinion on the part
of evcry one. Tlîat opinion oughit to
be as candid and intelligent as it is
possible to make it. We cannot serve
the highiest interests of our own nation
in these davs of universal knowledgce
if wre alloN, ourselves to be uninformied
or misinformeci about otiier nations.
it is to sonie sucb reprehiensible cause
as this that the unhappy condcition of
Rulssia to-day is due.

There is a great deal of prejudice
in the inids of the nmajority of people
ag-ainst Russia. This may be due, as
somne tlîink, to our natural feelings of
jealousy, or to tlîe, finer sense of
huinanity that we profess to have, and
wvhich we claiin Russia lias repeatedly
outraged. But if xve would learn the
truth about Russia and ber people, the
causes of tlîeïr vices an(l the force of
tlîeir virtues, we must lay prejudice
P-sid2. The Russian nation is an or-
ganism. If it is onlv a '4 Bear," it
calîs for study. As a hurnan org-anism
it deserves the rnost scientific and
Christian treatnment of whlîch we are

Capab)le. 'Tli l)asis of ally successful
studv is sVliilathy. So wve nîust,
fizgutiativelv, live wvith the Russian
plel if Nve Nvotild iglitlv appreciate
the storv of tlîeir national strntggles,
extciîdiing backward for more than a
tliousaîicl years.

It is vinfair, if flot I)harisaical, to
jucige Russia bv our Caniadian stand-
ards of l)olitical an(l meliious life. In
point of origin, initial cquipmenit aiid
surround iing ci rcunistances tiiere can
prôperlv be no conl)arisoli. Tlîe saine
inîa be said \vitli almnost equal trutlî
concernimîg \Vestern Europe. If we
ai-e to finci a point iii our lîistory where
we mnav justly compare ourselves to
Russia, we, nîust o back to the time
of thie Stuarts or to the days preced-
iing the Frenchi Revolution. We have
out-distanced Russia on tlîe road of
liunman progress, and we ourselves are
only " yet in the go-cart." Viewved
from tlîis standpoint we shahl flnd tlîat
Russia presents a study as valuable
and interesting as tlîat of any naticii
iii listorv.

\Ve mîust, tlieni, reviewv brieflv the
clîeckered lîistory' of Russia in orcler
tlîat wve nîay sec the people iii tlîeir
own lighit. ERthnologfists have not been
al)le to agree as to the particular race
or trib)e tlîat fornîed the nucleus of the
l)resenit Russiami people. Tlîat wve have
a reference to tlîem ini the flrst part
of the thirtv-ninth chapter of Ezekiel
bas been maintainedi in both ancient
and miodern tinies. Layringy aside the
ace of fabled monsters, Arimiaspians.
Gryphoîîs and Sauromnati, and coming
down to somnething- practical and
tangible iii history, we find the sup-
posed forefathers of the Russians liv-
ing between the Don and the Dnieiper


