‘Manitobs.

Arkell & Co. are -opening a drug
store at Sldney.

-H. B. Cooper, general
Rossburn, dled last week.

J. \Willlams has ce-oponed his can-
fectlonery store at* Cartwright

H. Reld :hes opened In the butcher
business at U5 Fort street, Winnt-
pes. . .

S Brown.has sucoceded J. Kennedy
in the management of the Manitoba
hotel at Morden.

The furnlture, scenery, etc.,, in the
Grand opera house, Winnipeg, wlili be
s80ld at auctlon on Monday afternoon
by the bailifr.

The Bolssevain Printing and Pub-
Hshing Company, Limited, of Boisse-
vain, s applying to the provinclal
government Yor incorporatfon.

The Winnipeg Creamery and Pro-
duce Company, Limited, Winnipeg,
are applying for iacorporation. S. M.
Barre will be one of the managing
directors.

The firm of Russell & Co. hooksell-
ers and stationers, Winnlpe; . changed
thls week to Russell,” ¥ .ng & Co.
Lisgar Lang, who has be.a connected
with the firm for some time, entering
a3 -a- partner. -

Burrows & Stecle, blacksmiths,
Boissevain, have dlssolved partner-
ship. Wm. Morrls, carriagemaker,
has bought out Mr. Burrows' inter-
est, and the business will in future be
carried on by Jdlorris -and Steele.

Following- Is the new Manitoba cab-
inet . Premfier .and president of the
councll, Hon. R. P. Roblin; treasurer,
Hon. J. A. Davidson; attorney-gener-
al, Hon. C. H. Campbell: minister' of
public works, Hon. D. H. ‘McFadden.

The following Dauphin metchants
will open branch stores on. the Gilbert
Plains’ extenslon . Morton 'S: Pearson
nnd Hedderly & Co.. grala deaters.
John Sinnoit and T. A. Burrows,
lumber dealers, and Sam H. Rose-
borough, jeweller,

Mrs. Isabella Macaulay, milliner,
Cannan, who made an sssignment re-
cently to F. J. G. McAarthur, will be
sld out at auction on Tuesday, the
4Uth inst, at & rate on the dollar, The
stock 43 valued at $U2S47. The sale
will be held at the oftlce of Campbell
& Crawford, Winuineg.

The Balmoral hote! bullding at
Pipestone -was destroyved by fire last
BSunday aight. The dullding has not
been in use for seme wecks and it is
surmised - that the fire was the work
of an incendlary orlgin. The owaer of
the bulldlng was Geo. Bonfield. Its
value was placed at §1,500.

H. Leadlay, who, with hils brother,
A Leadlay, has taken over the busi-
ness of the Toronto, Hlde & YWool Co.,
Winnipeg, has been manager of the

-business for the past fourteen years.
A. Leadlay has also been connected
with the business for & number of
years, Both young men are
‘therefore famillar with the hlde
‘and  wool trade here, and now
that  they have become Ppro-
pristors of the business, they will no
doubt be able to conduct it even 0
better advantage than {n the past.
The busincss has  been  cstadlished
about sixteen years.

The gwellth annual exhibition of the
Monden Agciculluras Socicty was held
oa Thursday and Friday, the 272h and
28 of September, a2 the socloly's
grounds. The cxhibits were not very
numerots, but conhsideriay «~dc  year
display was very good. The number
of entrics in 2he domostic manufac
tures and dn clasy 29, the Jadies’ work,
was large and it avas an attraotive
and interesting part of the fair. The
hasticultural doprimeent  was  not
nearly as well filled as In other years.
The -exhibit which was most_interost-
ing to visitors at the falr and to the
general public of Alanitoba +was that
of A, P. Stevenson., It constxied of
soine mamplcs of frull grown on his
farm at Nolson, and included several
varctics of applex, crad applex, =mall
frults and grapes, giving ample proof
that with suflicient protection and
care for dhetr gandeny, dManltobana
may yot produce suflicient frults for
home consumption. M. Stevenson has
wold several darrels vf crad apples ia
Morden. obialatng 31 por pall. and he
ays that the crmad- apdle inces pay
:hx\!cndidl)' Jar the care expended on

em.

merchant,

. Saskatchewan.

“The "hew steam ferry “‘Battleford™
was launthcd 2t Edmonton on the
20th Sept. 1t ix Intended for use on
*he North ‘Saskatchewan river bdbe
tween Battleford and Edmonton.
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THE COMMERGIAL

Assiniboln,

. R. D. Smith, proprictor of the Qu-
Appelle Valley Hotel, has sold out . to
a gentleman from Oatarto, who takes
possession on the' 16th inst. )

Northwest Ountario,

Jas. Snider Is opening a restaurant
in Keewatin,

E. G. Hall, ot Rut Portage, 18 op-
ening In dry goods in Keewatin,

James Baker, who Ges for several
years beun at the head of the dry
gocds depantment of the Hudson's
Bay atores at Rat Portwge, has been
promoted to the management of the
Fort Frances post.

An excelstor factory is to be bullt
near Port Arthur by Wiley & Co.
There are large stretches of poplar in
the nelghborhood which will be used
in the manufacture of this article.
Exceisior Is largely employed In stut-
fing mattrasses, cte.

“fhe town councll and board of trade
of Rat Portage, Ontario, ure reported
to be endeavoring to arrauge for the
erection of a large hotel at that town
with €. P. R. assistance. ‘They will
also arrange for an exhibit of ores
from that reglon to be sent to the
Pan-American exposttion to be held in
Buffalo next year.

J. L. Melkle, of Fort Arthur, dealer
i books, stationery, musical instru-
meats, fancy goods, ete., writes The
Commercial that he s bullding a four
storey solid brick warehouse {n that
towa 10 be completed early next yvear
In which he will carry on a geacral
trade In these lines, shipplng to aill
pasts of the west as far as the coast.
He will have travellers covering all
the ground from Port Arthur to Van-
onuver,

Freig .t Rates aud Traflic
Matters.

There has been an advance in the
rate of flour from MNontreal to Aber-
deen at 2s Gd per sack, to 27, Gd, and
1s Gd per sack advance o Dublin, the
rate belng 23s. The Hamburg rmate g8
17s Ga.

The C. P. K. has notitied the depart-
ment of agricukure that henceforth
carjoads of purebred stock will be car-
rled to Britlsh Columbiz at $150 per
car, and 3220 per palace lworse car
This Is a reduction of $i.

Onc of the most expensive pleces of
ratlway Jine in Canada Is from Rob-
son to Midway, which cost $10,000 per
mile. This ts one of the scries of
spurs avhich the C. P. R. has recently
built. connecting the main Hne with
the various minlng camps.

Winntpeg Prices a Xear Ago.

Followlug were Winnlpeg prices this
week Iast year: A

Wheat—No. 1 hard civsed  ai &% e
store Fort Willlam.

lour—l.ocal price nes sack . Iatent,
$1.S5: best bakers', $1.Go.

Oatmeal—$1.50 per 50Ib sack to the ™
tell trade.

Milistuffs~Dran, $10.50 per ton; shots.
$1250, dellvered to clty dealers. |

Qats—Cariots on track, ncw vatx 25@ic.

Rarley~27@25c per bushel for new.
Com—--ﬁ cariots, 40¥c per lLushel of

Flaz=$1.00 prr bushel.

TNutter—Dalry. iHK{Ge per ™ creamery.
207 21lc At _the factorles.

Cheese=1ezutar sizex, 12¢.

Egge=13c for Manitoha fresh,

Hides—Na, 1 green hldes, Tc per .

Wen=7¢se far unwashied flccce.

Seneca root per Ih.
TNar=Ralcd=SLOASEID DT 1oh on cam,

'otatocs—Cliolce new potatoes, 25¢ peT
bualiel

Toultry—Turkeya, live welght, 10idlic
per e fowl, J3MMiGSe T palr: docks, Gic
wor palr; geere. G0MGIe each; wild ducks,
24340¢ per. palr.

Dressed

Meats—Dcef, ({Fic: freah killed
mutton, WA10c: lambe, 10G@11c: hogR, GiLA

el veal, cﬁSc.

Live Stock—Cattle, 3g3%e for good to
cholee steers: shieep, 4c: hogx, 5¢ off carw,
according to welght and quallty.

The assessmont roll of the city of
Toroato for the tax levy of 1001 was
completed on Saturday last and pros-
ents cvidence of subsiantial progress
in both the numnber and wealth of the
citdzens,  The total axsesxnent of the
city s $1U80954,144. whieh és an In-
crease ovier 1hat of lamt your of 33~
SISITW Follewdag are the classified
totals and Increases over last yoars
Value of land $56,550.577, {ncrease
SIRLGTT: value of dulldings  IHWRITG,-
7. lacrease  S1AG1ISY.  pers
property 30,225,508, ncrease 3031410,
taxabel Sncome $4SI2IK2,  sncrease
$N.ST1: exemptions $I3IZ]NZ, In-
creaxe $20G,662. The populatian of the
&:%G.h given an I3, an dncrease of
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WINNIPEG BANK CLEARINGS,
Returus  for  the  Wilannlpeg  Clearlng
Louse for the week cuding ‘Chursday,
shiow an follows:
Week endad Oct, 4, 1900 ... .
Corresponding week, 150 .
Corronponding  week, ce e
The monthily totals ure us follows s
1000, 18, 1503,
$T,083,052  $u, 817,108
U245l 5,317,810
6,556,121 0,903,255

s C T8 , s 00,12,

Aprll Lo L. LOWLO01Y  GULG, 480 240,138
Muy .. .. WTWEOTY TSN N804
Juue PR AT XM 2 ] o w
July .. Y.800,423 0,310,288
Aug. .. U,150,8%3
Sept. .. T2 T 0,414,551
(213 2N 2,0%5), DS1T,002
Nov. .. .. 14,483,209 11,003,050
Dee 1206L, 003 10,708,751

Totals $107,788,314 §90,674,823

—— g o —

FINANCIAL NOTES.

The American Bankers  Assouslauon
opened its 2tith annual convention at
IRichmond, Virginia, on ‘Iuesday
morning with over 1000 delegates in
attendance.

Dominlon Goverament Suvings Bank
returns at Winnipeg for September
are as follows : ‘I'ransactions for the
month enading Sept. 30, N0 . De-
posity, $UHLIUOMMKY,  withdrawals, §20.-
Uiadde,  Dopusils eXeced  withdranivs
by $3,252.4t.

The quesifon has been asked wheth-
er 2 bank has a legal right to refuse
payment of o cheque on which a
memorandum, as, for instance, “'in
full or account,” or *“for services ren-
dered,  Has been erased or cancefiec
D3 4 pune faand & Modaw & baan
ors’ Monthly says that the bank has a
perfect right  to  refuse this, as the
cheque with the endorsement indlcat-
ed I8 not an unrestrictéd order for
payment of the money, and In any
event the cheque In the forin present-
ed Is an “altered Jnstrument.”

INSURANCE MATTERS.

THE ORIGIN OF LIFE INSUR-
ANCE.

Several years ago, Sheppard lHom-
ans wrote an article for the North
American Review on the “Origin of
Life Insurance,” and although It hes
besn published before, we republish

berowith an extriacd thercfrom  re-
garding the manner In  which the
“doctrine of probabilities, or the

sclentitic basis upon which all insur-
ance rests, had its origin in a game
of cards, That is to say the founda-
ton upon which s grcac ccunviny
depends, and upon which it owes jis
claim to the confidence and patroaage
of the community, origlnated f{rom
the Investigations regarding games of
chance. It happened in this way @
About the year 1650, the Chevaller de
Merc, 2 Fiemish nobleman, who was
both a respeclable mathematiclan
and an ardent gamester, attempted
to solve the problem of dividhi , equit-
ably the stakes when a  game  of
Jhatwe oas Inlersapled. The pivd

blem was too difficult for him. and he
rought the ald of the famous Abbe
Blaise Pascal, a Jesult priest, author
of “Night Thoughts,”” and one of the
most  ncoompliahed  mathematiclans
of any age. Pascal solved the prob-
lem, and in doing S0 caunclated the
“doctrine of prohadlilties,” or laws
sovernlng so-called chance. Upon
this depends net enly the laws gove
erning Instrance »f all kinds, butalso
the laws goveraning the motlons of the
plancts In space, and. in fact, all as-
tronomlical sclence. This doctrine of
thecory Fascal Illustrated by the
throwlng of dlce. When a single dle
1s thrown the chance of turalng up
an ace is precisely one out of alx, or
onc out of the total number of sides
or faces. But If a large number of
throws are made, it wil be found
that each face will be turned up an
equal numbder of times. From thix
Pascal 1r1@ down the proposition that
results which have happened In any
gitcn aumber of oLserved «ascs win
again ‘happen under similar circum-
stancex, providing the numders be
sufficlent for the proper working of
the law of average. Thus the dura-
ton of a siagle fadividual s onc of
the greatest uncertalnties, but  the
duration, or vate of mortality of =
large numbder of Individuals may be
predicted with gTeat accuracy by
companles, or wwith the obdbserved re-

.
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sults among a sufllctently large num-
ber of persons, of simllar ages, occu-
pativns and Jdimatie influences, —The
Indicator.

\
Winnipeg Waterworks.

At the regular meeting of the Win-
nipex board of works this week, Clty
Comptrotler Curry made n full repoyt
in regard to the new waterworks plant,
the substunce of which is that Ru-
dolph Hering, C. E., of New York,
who was enguged by the oity to make
investigations as to the best water
supply avallable, reported dn favor of
the artesian well system,which he esti-
mated would cost $700,000 for a syse
tem to include 4111 miles of pipe. A
by -1itw was submitted w the ratepay-
ers and approved by them authorizing
an §ssue of $TUV,000 of debentures for
this purpose.

‘I'he report shouws that this estimiate
has been greatly exceeded and that it

Wil require  $183,000  additional! to
comjricic the works.
At 4 special meetlng of the ity

council held this week the water rates
were adjusted on the basis of a 10 per
cent. Teduction on the rates
previvusiy  charged and o farther
discount of 10 per cent. to be allowed
on all accounts pald on or before the
tith day of the first month of the
quarter.

8ir Premium on No. 1 Hard.

Owing to the scarclty of high grade
wheats in Manttoba this scason, the price
of ctivite wheats wall tals very Digh, cow-
o Wil thie  satue ol ower grudes.
Lhe cholce wheat will be bougbit LY bome
wmillera at prices far above oxport val-
ucx, while the low grade stuf wall be left
for cexport. As naturasly cexporters caue
not afford to pay wmwoere than export value
lor the lower grades, there will of course
Le 1 wide difference between the price of
thouice afades sod lun grades, Thae buld
“f e Fage Wit Prnh,\.vy -.--qd.. e hrurd
aving handly cnough zh grade wheat
to aupply the deiand of home mitiers.
‘The farmers will therefore recelve =otte
benefit as a1 fesult of his uuusual condl-
tlon from the duty on wheat and tlour.
That v, of eourse, the farmers who bave
eholee wheat, The Lig premiumns on  lish
zrade zniin Is therefore purely a result
of the comnmercial =ituation arvislng foaa
exerptional crop coudittons.

Boot and Shocs Trade Notes,

For many yecars Montrcal was the
principal boot and shoe manufactur-
ing centre In the Dominfon, but Que-
bee has now come forward as astrong
rival, although In the higher class of
roods Montreal still leads.  Irobably
two-thirds of the boots and shoes
made in Caaada at the present time
come from these two cltles, In Que-
bee there are over thirty  factorles,
one of which produces between 1,000
and 2,000 palrs per day, and thirteen
turn out from 300 to 1,000 palrs datly.

The puddlers of the Norristown
Rolitng  mills, Norristown, Pennsyl-
santa. held a4 meeting on Wednesday,
and decided to accept 2 cut of one
dollar & ton In wages. Instead of re-
celving S0 & ton they will now re-
cchve X140, Flres were lighted that
day after an Idlencss of six months.

In coancction with the fallure of
the Montreal Cold Storage and Freesz-
g Cu., Do J MGillls, scurdlary of
the company, and alex. McCutloch, of
Croll & McCulloch, were arrested on
the USth Seplember on the charge of
conspliting to defraud the dlerchants
Dank of Halifax out of $220,000 on
bogus warchouse receipts. It Is ex-
pected that several well knowa Mont-
mal financiers may be involved.

The Fargo Edison Co., of Fargo, N.
D.. have been testing coal from the
beds recently discovered north of Bls-
mark. N. D., on the liae of- the Wash-
burn ™ad. These tesls showed that
thls coal, which is lignite, gave 3 per
cent. of heaillng power ax compared
with bltumihous coal. No clinkers
were left and there was an cntlre abdb-
sence of the heavy black xmoke which
neacly always accompanies the use of
bltuminous coal.

Owing to the Teceipt of many cn-
quiries from Great Britaln and other
countriex, the Dominlon departmont
of agviculture is preparing for pubdlls
e wen aad dastiibualive @ LSt ol ex-
porters of Canadian farm producis.
In onder that 4t may be as complete
as poxdble when printed, this st will
be held open for a shom time longer
to reocive the names of firms not yet
upon 4. Any firm cexporling Canadian
farm products, by mendlag @ buglness
card 1o the commisaloner of agricul-
ture Otiana. masy dave dis name pal
upon that st free of oharge.



