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‘Ontario Crops.

TFollowing 18 a summaoary of the of-
fieinl crop bulletin, issued by the pro-
vinclil government:

rai whieat—The crop of fall wheat
f8 one of .the best ever harvested In
the province. Both east and west the
yiel.s have been .large. The grain Is
described as being. plump, and in many
cas2g goes considerably over standard
welght. L

Spring  wheat—Vahy  correspond-
-ents -in the-eastern portion of the
province report & -considerable in-
creas? in the acreage devoted to
spring wheat. The ylell as 2 whol?,
wil. be considerably above the aver-
age, -

Barley—Tho crop i8 generally gcol,
and- with o few exceptions the grain
i8 bright .and: fn fiue condisgion.
Oate—Tliere will be dbout an aver-
agé-yield ol oats as regards quantity,
- the- crop, which promised splendidly
-during the-carller part of the season,
baving sulfcrel considerably from
1nte frosts, and to a still greater de-
gree from the ho¢,-dry weather, which
caused permature -ripening. .

Peas—The frost-of July 10th also
did -considerable injury to .this vrop.
The straw though ghort js_ bright,
and will make good fodder. Tlié yield
Der acre for the province will fall
short of _tlie average, and runs all
the  way from ten to thirty bushels
to. the zcre.

H5y und clover--Correspoidents are

almost unspimous in favorable cow-
ments-regarding this crop. Three
wns t0-the acre are {requently re-
ported, and:foun or five-tons per acrn
are alvo ‘meantioned. The yleld will
be about one-third above the average.
‘Mapy farmers cannot {ind room in
their ‘barns for .the sarphlus erop. In

addition to the generous yield thie crop:
. Agenerally has beepn saved in firgt-class

~
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conditlon, Alslko afd not do so well
as red clover or timothy, and there
will be a remarkable scarcity of seed
in the caso .of this varlety.

Corn~—This promises to be a4 falr crop
in the Lake Lrie countles, but in tho
other districts much ‘injury has been
done by the Irost of the second week
of July.

Potatoes—~The potato crop will, be
considerably below the uverage in
most, jocalities owing to the lote frosts
in June and July, which were very
destructive!in the northern . districts.

iPoots—The large majority of re-
fports ag to the root crops are en-
oouraysing.

Flax—Owing to a number of flax
mills having closed down during the
last two years the acreage of [lax
has fallen off greatly. The crop wiil
be only middling. in quality.

Tavacco—-The countios of Lssex and
Kent have been experienciug a l:oom
this year in the gnowing of tobacco.
A Jarge arca has been given to the
crop, and although the early pairt of
the season war too dry for best re-
sults the plants in many cases are
quite promising.

Frult.—The apple harvest will be a
light one this season, the yield in most
localitles being considerably below the

wverage. 'Lhis is attributable among
other causes to heavy raln storms oc-
curing iwhile the. trees were in bloom,
which interfered with fertilization,
and to the prevalance of the tent
caterpillar and other destructive in-
sects which have wrought much dam-
age where spraying has been neglect-
ed. Much of the fruit is small and
hard owlng to the drouth. Winter
apples will be particularly scarce.
Plums will be below. the average.
Peaches as a rule have dore poorly,
and the crop will be small. Pears
have been the most successful of the
larger fruits, and are likely to be
abundant.  Grapes will Le plentiful.
The drouth proved injurious to small
!’ruits. Raspberries were small and
dry. -
The yleld of the principal crops is
estimnted as follows: ‘Winter wheat,
241 bushels per acre. Spring wheat
17,3: barley, 27.5; outs, 34.6; peas,
181 hushels per acre.

Results of Carcful Farming.

Speaking of lis recent westernm trip
Dr. Saunders, director of :the Domin-
fon experimental farms said:

“The crops at the Experimental
farm at Brandon are very gcod. The
wlieat there is expected to average
80 bushels to the acre. Oats which

* are estimanted in the provincial crop

bulletin at. an average of 35,02 bush-
€ls per acre are expected to give from
75"to 80 bushels per acre, at the farm;
and barley, (which is estimated to
average 29.17 for the province in

general, will, it Is believed, average 40

bushels per acre ou the farm. =~ The
reason why the crops. on the experi-
mental  farm  exceed the averago
farmers’ generally, are that the land
is more thoroughly prepared, the
seed got in in  good time, amd the
weeds kept under. No fertilizers aro
applied to the. cereal crops, either at
Brandon or Indian Head, and the
quality of the bBoil on the experi-
mental farms does not average bet-
ter than that on most of the obher
good farms surrounding ther.”

Thé results atbained at the exper:-
mental farm, as shown by Dr. Saun-
ders’ remarks, indicate wlint may be

accomplished by- -caretul and skilful’

farming, even i an unfavorable sea-
son. The dlstrict in whicle the Mani-
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tobn branch farm is situnted, was
not favored with as good weather for
the crops thls year us. many other
parts of the province, owing to spring
droutl, yet we find that the crops
have returned a much heavier yield
than the average yield for the most
favored districts. Of course many
farmers have not the implements and
other conveniences which are enjoyed
at the experimental farm. At the
same tlme the average yleld of crops
could no dv. % be vastly increased,
with the me..8 at the command of
the average farmer, by the exercise
of more thought and gregter care in
conducting the work of the farm.

)

Mountain Fruit Farms,

Tiie Pominion government braach
cxpeglmenw.l farm ab Agasslz in Brit-
st Columbia fs proving strumental
in showing that much of tho rough,
mountain-side land, usually considercd
almost useless, may bo used to good
advantage for frult-growing. Itour
qrehards, Dr. Saunders tells us, have
been planted op the sidg of a mountaln
at tho back of the farm, at different
helghts from 130 to 1,100 feat above
the valley, and they continue to give
exccllient results.  About 900 trees
aro now, growing in thesd orchards, in-
cluding £ome of the most promising
varieties ol apples, pears, plums, cher-
ries ana peaches, and the trees con-
tinue to manifest remarkable health,
and the follage and frult are much
less linble to injury f{rom parasitic
fungi-than those growig on the vallay
level, the Iruit being remarkabiyf clean
and free from spot. Tho uselulness of
the land in guch situations for orchard
purposes having now been demongtiat-
ed, many faxmers aro followingt the ex-
amplo set by the experimental farm,
and are utiliziug these hitherto waste
spots by converting- them into orch-

Shees and Leather.

The Commereclal recently referred
to the-increased cost of shoes owing
to the advance in leather. Tho Cana-
dian Shoe and Leather Journal has
the following on the some subject:

There has been nothing like tlw
advance in shoes warnmted even by
the leather market. How manuface
turers cancontine making goods at
the figures quoted to-day is a -mystery
to those who know the leather mark-
et, that can only be explained by the
introduction of inferior materials op
methods. The uote of warning ut-
tered in these columus a few momths
apo In regard to the trash that was
being introduced finto shoe bottoms
was not fruitiess, and caused more or
less consternation amongst those who
were eadeavoring to got square with
the rising market by such nefariouy
practices. There are still those who
mako paper and leathier composition
do service for the solid article, and
this is what coutributes go largely to
keep the market in the condition it
is. Solid leather goods cannot be
made at the prices that were obtaln-
od a few months ago, and which are
quoted to-day by concerns who are
not suppliying a gemune article.. Pro-
fits were close emough when leather
was lower, aend any one can .judge
that there must be a screw loose
if the quotations. In shoes are main-
talned at old figures. Mides and
leather haye shown a capacity for
stabllity that bas notcharacterizel
thelr products for some ‘years, uand
even the doubtiul anes have tegun to
realize thiat the preveiling high prices



