926

Presldent Drewry made acapital
chairman. Having mado an address of
welcome in the afternoon he consld-
erod hig dutles iIn that ldne accom-
plished, and concluded with merely
introducing each speaker. He open-
od proceedings by reading a telegram
from tlie Hon. A. 8. Hardy, expressing
regrot that none of the members of
the government were able to attend
the conveutlon, tendering his hearty
congratulations to the promoters for
originating the ldea, and wishing the
convention every success. This mes-
Bago was received with applause,

Dr. Bryce was then called upon and
addressed the convention on *“The
Geology of the !XLake of the Woods
Basin.” Dr. Brycs prefaced his leoture
proper with a brief explanation to
the scientific men present for the pop-
ular character of his talk, as there
were 80 many in the audlence to
whom a purely scientific address full
of tochnicalities would be tiresome,

ho dld not wish to claim
for everything that he gald
with  regard to these reglons.

The geology of the country had not
been sufficiently studied up to the
present time, to permit of hard and
fast conclusions being arrived at. The
lecture was in the main features the
same as that delivered a short time
ago before the Historical socicty of
Winnipeg, and which appeared in full
in tho Free Press at that date. The
chlef points dealt with were the
Laurentian formation of the south end
of tho lake, and of thie Huronian oro-
bearing rocks of tlie north end, also
an account of the glacial lake period
and an (dea of the formation of metal-
Hierous veins, varieties of veins, with
& relerence to mine centres and tho
value of the deposits of the region.
The lecture was illustrated with
maps And charts and was delivered in
the doctor’s Tucid and happy style.

Mucl: laughter was occasioned by Dr.
Brycu explaining how the grivding ap
of the rocks during the glaclal period
and the washing down of the deposit
L:ad gone to form the rich soll of Man-
itoba prairies. Manitobans, sald the
doctor, were much obliged for the pre -
ent from the Lake of the Woods nnd
had responded in part by presenting
the Lake of the Woods region with
limestone boulders, whichk undoubted-
1y came from Lake Winnipeg and tho
Red River valley district. con~
cluding: Dr. Bryce urged upon those
presert the necessjty of the greatess
integrity Iun regard to mining ven-
tures put upon tlhie market. © spoke
of the interest awakened fn England,
of which he had noticed many signs
during lis vistt last year and assured
the convention that it was only a
matter of time when English capital
would flow in and help to develop the
resources of this district.

Mr. M. W. Hopkins then read a
short paper, “The Supply of Elecwrical
Energy for Working our Mines.” Mr.
Hopkins- advanced the theory that
the time {s not far distant when the
water power of Rat Portage in the
form of electricity will be transferred
to and used in the operation of tfie
mlnes.

Prof. W. L. Goodwin, of Kingston
school of mines, was next called for,
He stated that he was neither a geo-
logist nor a mineralogist, but a chem-
ist, and he did not profess to know
much about mines. He had come like
many otliers to learn, and had found
the proceedings, both in the afternoon
and evening, most interestiug. Re-
ferring to a remark of Dr. Bryce, as

THE COMMERCIAL

to the necessity of gtick-
ing to the country, I we
wish to dovelop aud make the

most of its great resources, Prof, Go'ds
win remarked that thiero was oo man
who owned a mine in this country to
whom a great debt of gratitude was *
due Ly the community because in the
faco of almost unheard of difficulty
and opposition, he hadd stuck to the
dovelopment of his mine. At this ret-
erenco #o dMr. J. F. Caldwell there was
toud and prolonged applaus?, Another
point tuken by Prof. Goldwin was tho
part that would bo played in the fu-
ture of minlng by the transmission of

power by compressed alr and
the utillzation of the great
water powers fop this npurposc.

Prof Goodwin also madoe refercuce to
his specinl mi<slon, which was to place
in position the cases of geologleal
specimens suppllied by the burcau of
mines, and ‘which It was intonded
should remafn ltere pormanently for
the vse of those interested In mines,
g0 that in all cazes of doubt us to
thie clharacter of the rocks, ores and
minerals generally, theso collcotions
would be a basis of reference. Ileo
took exception to tlie name of Rat
Portage and advised it to be changed
to something more mellifluous.

Prosident Drewry called upon eo»
Mayor Barnes to dofend tho name ot
the town, which he did In a witty
manner, managing to got in some very
clever lhiits at Winnlpeg and some of
thee towns of the esouth.

Before the convention rose one of the
local phiotographer’s took a flash light
view of the audience.

CONVENTION NOTES.

The committee ol arrangements de-
serves great credit for the way in
which they have brought a new and
untried venture to a successful fssue.
Conventlons are always awkward
thnigs t© handle but a minlng con-
vention fo u new thing in Canada at
least and Rat Portagoe 18 a town just
adjusting itsell to a largely increased
population and things in general are
in a nebulous state. The committee,
liowever, are level headed business men
and grap_ led with the situation cour~
ageously and a haprier and move con-
tented lot of visitors it would be dif-
ficult to find. Everybody 13 ploased
with everythlng.

The mining exchange have opened
their new offices in a bullding just op-
posite the opera liouse and on long
tables are arranged a slmply amasing
ing display of s ecimens {-om various
mining districts. Here, to), are cases
sent up by the burean ! mines and
already they are belng utilixed by
prospectors to identify specilmens hiith-
erto unclassified. In fact before Prof.
Goodwin had them half in order yes-
terday, they were suprounded. Tle
exchange has a reglster for visitors
and on signing this tlhey recelve a
badge and programme.

The badges by the way are very
pretty and add much to the brighte
ness of the town. Those of the com-
mittez are crimson. lettered in black.
The visitors badge Is a dellcate laven~
dar with gold lettering and the press
representatives have a white badge
printed in hlue.

The programmes too, deserve a word
of commendntion. The covers are
plain green and in gold letters appears
the legend “Gold I8 King, programme,
Rat Portage Mining Convention, June
2nd, 8rd, 4th. 1897." On the back
is a lUst of chirlrman of various com-

mittees and inside in addition to thg
programme are several sheets of
blank paper for the convenlence o
those wishing to make notes.

Of the new opera houxe, which n g
gold town {3 appropriately op-ued
witl. a mining conventlon it Is suffici.

' ent to say that it is nll an opera bousp

should be and more.

Tho pross Is well repregented. tiherg
belng spocfal correspondonts hore froy
Now York, Duluth and Toronto. Loea}
newspaper men aro dofng all in thejy
power to facilitato the operatiuns of
the visiting seribes.

Quit; o numbor of ladies attrndeq
tho ovening cesclon and took a marky)
intorest In the proceedings.

FOURTH DAY. '

Rat Portage, June 4. — "G g
King," 1s the legend Inscribed upeqg
the neat little programmes issued 1
conneetion with the first Rat pop
tage miniug conveution, and judging
from the enthuslasm and numney of
those anxlous to declare their aliegt
ance, his reign promises to be u most
popular one,

Mr. D. C. Cameron, In s atiress of
wolcome to the “straungers withinoyr
gate,” delivered on the openine gy
as chalrman of the reception commnit.
tee, sald “that Canada had too fong
lnoked solely upon its agricultura) and
thmber resources as its wealtn pro.
ducers. to the total exclusio: imost of
itsiminerals.,” The applause whiey
follawed this remark clearly indiegted
that the large audience presvnt was
keonly alive to the truth of tie state
ment. If anything was necessary to
demonstrate the grent growth of
public opinion as regards Untario's
mineral resources one glanee ;round
the handsome new opera house whik
the convention waus in sessiem woyld
surely have served that purjuwe, while
the fact that those interested tn the
proceedings and responsible fur some
of the papers and specches, wep -
drawn  from such widely divergent
points, 16 an assurance that the fage
of our gold flelds has gone abroad to
sumo little extent at least. ’

Last summer a convetition was helf
here under the ausplces of the Can.
dian mining institute. Only onoge |
tleman attended it frowm tie uutsid,
and he, by the sway, I8 the secretar
of the Institute. What a changeis
a few short months! If auyone byf
thien ventured to predict, that an1397
convention swould occur in Rat Por.
tage under the auspices f g loeal
body called the Mining Exchange, tha)
its sesslons would be held in a splex
did new opera house, and that they’
would be largely attende] by ceatls
men from different parts of the world

eminent in mining and geology, be-
would have been told that hoom taff-
is something that Rat I'wrtagevey
particularly objects to. \nd yet sl
this and more has come to pasz &
then iIf our progress hns already gow
beyoud the fondest anticipations s
year ago, why should we uut ackkn.
0 more advanced stage of developnest
in another twelve months, than ay
one at the present moment deens poe'
sible?

Mr, James Conmee, M. P P, inspli
of certaln little troubles in comnar
tion with surveys whieh has brogght
him into contact with the local pre
pector in anything but a  friedy
manner, recelved o warm reccptka
when lle mounted the siage in answs
to a request of DPresident Drevtyy
to say a few svords to his muth ¥
loved constituents, Mr. Conmee
ed to apprecinte his welcome




