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TO VISI TINO LUMBERMEN.
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LUMBER IN ONTARIO.
J US' at tic preslIt tiîiie there is coiisidcgrable

speculaticn indîîlged i as to whlat extent inîiprove-
ment wvill coule to tie luniber trade of Onitario in
the îiear future. Thcrc are to bc fotid those
wvho frcly assert thcir belicf that tic bottoni lias
bcen reaclicd, anîd that f1 o111 tlîis tlme o11 an
xîpwvard tcndcîicy wvill pervade the trade. The
more pcssiniistic cati sec iîothiîîg ihat ks eiîcourag-
ilîg iii tic future. It would Sccm stralîge tliat
opiliions eîîtircly at iaraancc wvitli eci otiier
should Uc lîcld by pcrsonsb activ'cIy engageci iii
tic tradee yet the cause thercof is îot fair to scck.

Thie course wlîiclî the nmarket for luîîîber iii
Onitario will take is largely depeîîdeît uipon the
result of the linalicial quiest-Diis at issute iii the
Unîited States, the exieîît of operations iii the
woods duriîîg the approaclîiîg seasoui, and the
attitude assumcid Uv luîîîbcrnierî tieîiselves.

More thati aîîy of the othier provinces is Ontîario
affectcd by tic coniditions whvlîi prevail iii the htiîni-
ber trade of tîe United States. The revival of busi-
fiess acti vi tvacross th e 1hie, iii whlich i luîber woulId
share, w0ul(l briiig to tUe Onitario luniber trade

.ît lenst boulie proportion of relief. But on1 Uic
resuit of the l1resideîîtiaî electioti tlîis â.ill to boulie
e.\telit depciîd, and aI the preseiît tiiîie Uic situ-
a tion i.s ose of unscertaî hi .>

TFliere are bolie femture.% of tlîe Uniited S' ites
ti ade, %îuI e er, hidire iîîdîst.atht o f iîiip)roe-
clicnt. Iii % icvu of thc .icsuîiiulatioîî of.,tockbs auJt
the ljijîcid leiand for Iuîiibeî , iiiaîy of the nîîihlb
are c.losiîig clovn îîiucli carlier tliaul usual. lIi
sonie cases tlîis lias beeîî reiîdered necessary by
laîck of piliiîg grounld. Tlîus it is lîoped tlîat
before the uîext wiîter's cut is placed upon tlie
mîarket the stocks %vili have bccîî wvell cleared out,
aîîd îiianufiacturers wvill have sufliciciit conflidenice
iii filic future to advaîicc prices to a point wvliclî
volld Icave a fair niargili of profit. 'l'le au-

nouliceiîeîit is furtlier nmade that lucre will Uc a
geuierail restrictionî ii tlîe inîput of logs îiext
wvinter of twenty-five per cenît. as coiparcd wvitl
late years.

Iii Onîtario tlie situationi is iîucli tlie saie
witlî respect 10 tlîe qualitity of luniiber i tlîe
hîands of îîîanuifacturers, particulaurly of whlite
pinle. During tlîc preseîîî scasoîl nanufaicturiiig
lias beeî carried on to a iîcli greater exteît. tliiui
thec dcmaîid would wvarrant. Tfli extent of opera-
tions i tlîe woods duriiig tlie seasoiî of 1896-97
caîîîot be fairly estiniated as ycî, but froîin reports
rccivcd at thiis office it is evident tliat a curtail-
ment 'vill Uc made. We Icarîî tlîat scvcral flrims

vhîo have heretofore been hicavy operators hiave
dccidcd to abandon operations next wintcr, iii
tlîe hope of disposiîîg of their prescrit supply of
lumber. L. is quite probable tlîat the si-naller
iianuf.4cturers wvili operate upon niocli tlie sanie
scale as hast year, tlîe restriction ini tlîe input
being with tic larger concernis, wvhicli wvili prove
tlîe most induciveto an improvernent inîtie nias ket.
Very littie is lîcard of tlîe contemiplatcd move-
melîts of Michigani dealers whlo obtaiji tlîeir log
supply from tic Georgiani Bay district, but tlîe
reccnt financial troubles of several of these firms
wvill undoubtcdly Uc followvcd by a limitation of
Ilîcir business.

Neyer wvas tliere a lime, perlîaps, in thie history
of the trade wvUcn an inidicationi of confidence on
tlîe part of lunîbcrici was of greater neccssity.
The situation is to sortie extent iii tlîcir lîands,
and one of thie chief requirements in order to
sccure ait improverneiit is a restriction in thie out-
put. It mnust Uc expecled tlîat revival will flot bc
imicediate, but wvc predict Iliat the spring of
1897 wvill bring to the lumber trade of Ontario
sonie extent of reicwcd activity.

THE FORESTRY PROBLEM
ELsrwiIERE in thîis îîunber wvill Uc foîtnd ex-

tracts from the annual report of the Clerk of

' orcstry for Ontario. In dealiîîg wvil the ques-
tion of forestry, Mr. Southîworîlî lias prcsented
slrong argutmîents iii favor of tlie systcmatic pre-
servation of our tinîber lanîds, and lias carîîcd thie
tlîaîks; of ail wvUo have thie wvelfare of tie
countîry at licart. The position of the science of
forestry to-day as conipared ivitlî that or .1 fewv
years ago, and tlîe incrcabcd attention wvlicli lias
becuî givel the suhjcct b>' tUe goverfiments
tlîroughout tUe 'vlole world, are strong indica-
tionîs of advaîîccmnîcî. Yet so far as the United
States anîd Canada are coîiccrîed, the problem is
Ycî ini its i:îfaîîcy, as no wvell-defiîid policy lias
been adopted.

The tiîîîber resources of Canada being a source

of great wvealtli to tlîc coug itry, it Ueliooves both
the Doiniionî anid Provinicial goverliîîeiints to
titke stcps to pîccieis, if possible, the forest
lanîds. As poi;nicid out i Mur. Soiiit-oriîi's
report, licre is îîo rcasuii %lîy this foriîi of
capital, like otiiers, sîould flot perpetual> rupi o.
dIuce itself and > icld anmple iiiturest frontî ) car lu

>car. 'Tli cobt of protection is siall comîpared
witli tlîc eNtent of danliage (flie by forebt lires,
wiuil is tlie mainî eause of dlestructioni. Reports
fromn forty-îiiîîce tituber liîiiits iii Onîtario wliere
lire rangers wcrc eiployed slo%%, iliat the quali-
tity of tituiber destroycd iii a certaini year was
valucd at $41 ,6oo, whlicli is a very small aîiouiît,
cspecially as tlie seasoui wais ain uiniusually dry
olie. Niîîety-tlîrcc lires ivere reported, and it is
saîfe to say that lîitd tliere beeî îîo systein of pro-
tectioni in vogue, nmillionîs of dollars wvortl of pro-
perty would have becîî deslroycd. Tu7le eniploy-
mencît of thiese ranîgers îîccessitatcd ail expeuidi-
tuirc of $26,253, lialf of wvlicli wvas bornîe by the
Onîtario Goveriîîîicnt andc liat Uy the lnit-
liolders.

ln tlie Unîited States a Goverrniniît Forestry
Commnission lias becîî appoiîîtcd to niake an
inivestigation of various forcstry problergs aiid
outline an admîinîistrative policy oui the subject.
Thiis comnmissionî will preselît a report iii tUe
aulurnî wvhiicli wvill, 11o doubt, coîîtaiîî iîîîîcl valu-
able iniformîation. '1'wo bills have also beeîî iii-
troduccd iii the louse of Representativcs at
WVashinîgtonî lookiug to the coniservationi of the
forests. Oîîe provides tuat tlîc Secrcî.try of tlie
Iîîterior bli] have av~eniues, aîbout n ,ooo lcet iîî
'vidtb), surveyed and nîarkced tlîrougli the forests
oui tle public doîîîain wliclî are fiable 10 destruc-
tion by lire, ait ilîtervals of froni ive to ten mîiles
apart, in sucli directionîs as, wvlîeî clcared, nia>
Uc dccmcd inost effective to prevent tlie sprcad-
ing of lire, and thiat the tiîiîber tlîîs parccled îiay
Uc offéed for sale rit public auctioîî, witli tlîe
condition tlîat tlîe pîirclîaser shialI clear the entire
wvidtih of tlîat timUer wvlicli Uc lias purchîascd;
and for tliose parts of thie way wvlîil may îîot Uc
so clearcd, Uids may Ue askcd for tlie clearing of
sanie. The otlier bill provides that any persosi wvUo
wviIfully sels lire aîîy timber, underbrusli or grass,
or shiah allowvor. suffcr fire ho brn updin tUe pub.
lic doniain, shal Uc hiable 10 a fine of S5,ooo, or
imprisonment for two years. Tlîe former bill
lias Ucen approvcd Uy tue Arnericazi Forestry
AsFociatioîi, and wvili probably Uc passed b>' Con-
gress. While thie clearinîg of wvidc avenues
tlrougli the forests wvould nîo doubt largcly pre-
vent the spread of ires, the permanent sacrifice
of suchi a large portion of forest lanîd is of con-
siderable moment, and wvc doubt if tie system
wvould prove satisfactory iii Canada.

In tlîe Newv Forest, iii Euîgland, wvliclî contains
scvcnty-six thouîsaîîd acres, wve are told tlie land
is kept free fromi unde~rbruii, wh'icli is frequenl>'
the cause of lires, b>' simp>' aulhoriziuîg tlie
people vhîo, liv'e in the forest 10 Uielp tlienîselves
to tUe brushwood. 0f course this systemi could
flot bc out i successful operation in Canîada, as
large tracts of linîber latnds are entirci>' unifflîab-
iled.

lIn some parts of Europe tue methods of
lumbcrinîg are cuitirel>' différenît fromn those iii
vogue in tlîis counîtry. In Germiany and France
tlie trees are fclhed in sucli a manner as to pro-
tect as fair as possible the growiflg crop of young
trees, whlile in sorte inîstanîces the trees ho be
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