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THE ABSTAINER,

suppressed by law in all civilised states; thus
the opening of lotteries is a commere ial specu-
lation forbidden by the law in Eugtand. If
it be asked on what grounds the staw o justi-
fied in annilulating these branches o .iusiry,
it must be answered as before, thas suciuiy
may put down what is dangerous to iscit—
salus popule supremales.  Any trade, employ-
ment, or usc of property detrimentu. to the
life, health or order of the people, is by Eng-
lish law a public nwisance, and in suppressing
it, the state assumes the right of sacrificing
private intcrests to the public good,—and this
nutonly when the detnment 13 physical or
economical, but also when it is moral. Thus
unwholesome grave-yardsare shut up,and noi-
some vitriol wurks pulled down, for their phy-
sical noxioysness; private coining is made 1l-
legal for cconomical reasons; slave trading,
lotterics, cockpits, bear-gardens, gambling-
huuses, brothe!s, and obscene print-shops, are
prohibited on moral gruunds. Now the li-
quur-traffic «ud particularly the retail branch
of it, 18 a Lublic nuisance in all three respects,
Loth physically, ecunvwically, and merally.
By its physical consequences it causes death
to thousands, reduces thousands more to mad-
ness or idiocity, and afllicts myriads with dis-
eases involving the must wretehed forms of
Lodily # . mental torture. Considered inits
cconomical results, it impairs the mational ve-
sources by destroying a large amount of corn,
which is annually destilled into spirits ; and it
indirectly causes three-fourths ot the taxation
required by pauperism and criminal prosecu-
tions and prison expenses, and farther, it di-
minishes the etfective industry of the workin

classes, thereby lessening the amount of nati-
onal production.  Thirdly, viewed in its moral
operation, it is the cause of two-thirds of the
crime commnitted , it lowers the intelligence,
and hinders the civilization of the people ; and
leads the man to illtreat and starve their fami-
lics, and sacnfice dumestic comfort to riotous
debauchery."—Ediburgh Review, July, 1854,

DRINK AND CRIME INSEPARABLE.

At the annual meeting of the U. K. A. in
Exeter Hall, the Rev. James Bardsley, of
Manchester, spoke to a resotution affirmative
of the fact that vice and drunkenness are in
direct proportion, to the number of public
Louses and the facilitigs for obtaiuing intoxi
cating drink. Iieargued from accurately pre-
pared statistical tables; and adduced different
counties as illustrative proofs. Cheshire has
to 100,000 people, 216 criminals ; to 10,000
persons it has 1,000 childrer. at school ; and
to 2,000 persons it has 656 adults at church
and chapel.  Compare this county with York-
shire, and you will find to 100,000 persons
114 criminals ; to 10,000 persons you find
1,050 children at school ;and as to attendance
at cburch and chapel the two counties are
nearly on a par. But the criminal popula-
tion is necarly double in Cheshire to what it
isir Yorkshire ; and mark the reason; in
Yorkshire there are to every 100,000 persons
238 drinking shops; whereasin Cheshire, there
are to 100,000 persons 456 drinking huuses.
Here then we have the two counties nearly
upon aa equality in school and church atten-
dance ; but in Cheshire we bave 455 drunk-
erics and 216 criminals ;in Yorkshire 238
drunkeries a 1d 114 criminals.  From thisitis
evident, thatitisnotschools and chapels that
lessen the amount of criminality, but the num-
ber of public houses. Wherever the grace
of God 15 received in truth, meon will eppose

intemperance, and every evil work; but where
education and the means of grace abound, th
cffects of them are umformly, to a less or
greater extent, neutralised by the prevalenco
of temptation in tho shape of public houscs.
Mr. Bardsley campared soveral countics with
similar results ; aud no doubt was left in the
mind of any onc in that vast assembly, that
crimo rises or falls in proportfon to the num-
ber of public houses in a town or district.
The trado of the publican is unique. Take
50 bakers to supply your population inatrade
simply remunerating, and no more. Increase
them to tuv, they could not live, because the
people would cat no more. Take 100 publi-
cans to supply your population ata simply re-
munerating profit ; double them, and you will
find the 200 drive a flourishing trade, as well
as the 100. Why ? Because the trade min-
isters to a vicious appetite, which increases
and strengthens by the means and opportuni-
ties of indulgence. The trade, 1n one word,
flounishes most in the districts which it brings
acarest to ruin.  Mr, Bardsley once thought
that the amount of church accommodation and
pastoral supervision detcrmined the moral
character ot a district; but at that time he did
nct take into consideration the fact, that pub-
lic houses and beer-shops neutralise their in-
fluence.

THE GAMBLERS ALARMED.

The following narratives—a %truc one—de-
scribes a scene that actually took place not
many years since in a country village in the
State of Maine.

One evening in the month of December,
1834, a number of townsmen had assembled
at the store of Mr Putnam to talk over ** mat-
ters and things,” smoke, drink, and inshort to
do anything to “ kill time.”

Three hours had thus passed away. They
had laughed, and talked, and drank, and chat-
ted, and had a good time generally; so that
about the usual hour of shutting up shop, cach
of the party felt particularly first-rate.

“ Come,” said Charles Hatch—one of the
company—*¢ let's all liquor, and then have a
game of high-low Jack1”

S0 1say,” exclaimed another, ¢ who's got
the cardy?”

“Fetch on your keerds,” drawled out a
third, his eyes half closed, through the effect
of the liquor he had drank.

After drinking all around, an old pine ta-
ble was drawn up before the fire-place where
burned brightly a large fire of hemlock logs,
which would snap und crackle—throwing large
Jive coals out upon the Learth.

All drew up around the table, seating them-

them bad rolled up to the table some kegs,
which from their weight were supposed to
contain nails.

“ Now,” said Hatch, « how shall we play—
every one for himself ?”

¢ No, have partners,” growled one man.

“No, hang'd if T'll play so,” shouted the
former; bringing his fist Jown upon the ta-
ble, kuocking one candle out of the stick,and
another upon the floor,

“ Come,come,” said Hatch, ¢ no quarrelling,
all who say for having partners, stand up.”

Three arose.

“ Now all who say each ore for himself,
stand up.”

The remaining four immediately got up.
. “You see, Barclay,” said Hatch, * the ma-
Jonty areagainit you. Come, will you play ?”

selves on whatever came handiest. Four of

« Well, as I don't want to be on the oppo-
site side, I'll play,” answered Barday, some-
what covled down.

Mr Dutnam was not in the store that even-
ing, and the clerk, who was busy behud the
vounter, had taken very lutle nouce of the
proceedings.  Abuvat half-past ton Mr Put-
nam thought he would step over to the store,
and seethat everything was safe, Ashe went
m he walked up to the fire.  When within a
fow steps of where the men were sitting, he
started back in horror. Before him sat sev-
en men half erazy with driok and the excite-
ment of playing cards, There they were,
within a few feet of tho fire just deseribed
and four of them seated vn hegs of powder.

Barclay —who was a very heavy man—had
pressed in the head of the heg on which he
sat, buisting the top hoop, and pressing the
powder out through the chinks. By the con-
tinued motion of thew fuet, the powder had
become spread about the fluor, and now cos-
ered a space of abuut two feet all aronmd
them.

Mr Putnam's first movement was towards
the dour, but recovering hinsclf, he walhed
up tovards the fire. Should cither of them
attempt to risc he thought, and suatter a few

rains a little further intothe fire-place wheae
ay a large quantity of live coals!

At that moment Hatch looked up,and sce-
ing Mr Putnam with his face deadly pale gaz-
ing into the fire, exclaimed, ** Putnam, what
ails you?” and at the same time made a mo-
tion to rise.

« Gentlemen, do not rise,” said Mr Putnam ,
« four of you sit on kegs of powder—it is scat-
tered all arvund you—one movement might
send youall toeternity.  There are two buck-
ets of water behind the bar.  But keep jour
seats for one minute, and you a1esaved—move,
aud you are dead men !”

In an instant every man was perfectly so-
})crcd— nota hmb moved—each scemed para-

zed.

Y In less time than we have taken to describe
this thrilling scene, Mr Putnam had poured
the water, and completely saturated t' ¢ pow-
der on the floor, and extinguished the fire, so
that the explosion was impossible. Then, and
not till then, was there a word spoken.

Before those seven men left the store, that
very night, they pledged themselves never to
taste another glass ofrl’iquor or. play another
game of cards

MRS. STOWE AND THE MAINE LAW.

Some Temperance friends having desired
to invite Mrs Stowe to a public meeting, ad-
dressed the Earl of Harrington on the sub-
ject, and his Lordship corresponded with Mrs
Stowe. Her reply is a very interesting do-
cument.

Glasgow, Sep. 1st, 1856.

« My Lord,—I read your note and the do-
cuments accompanying it with great interest,
Our two countries have a mutual concern
in each other’s welfare. We are once race,
subsisting under two forms of free govern-
ment, and it would secem that God has entrust-
ed to our keeping the great principles of civil
liberty which are yet to be spread over the
world. Whatever improvement in the
great work of social development obtains in
one country becomes immediately the proger-
ty of the other. England sct a glorious ex-

ample tothe worldin abolishingslavery. A-



