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Mr. Lax's boat, on tho interesting subjeot.
Wa do not think it nocessary to moro
than merely allude to this state of the affiir
as tho corrospondence is lengthy sud of 9
tochnioal character, possessing no particule

intorest, especinlly ns the whole discussiot
turns on opposing thoories of which thers
have beon no practioal domonstration, The
latest phase of it however, fs that both com*
potitors engago to build boats for triula in
order to decide tho value of their respective
systoms.

Captain Ermossox's offer is as follows—

on. Gco.}\L Robeson, Sccrclar'y of the Navy.

¢ Sip.—TIn accordance with the leitor
which I had the honor of addressing to you,
January 17; 1813, [ now beg to report that I
have commenced tho construction of two
movoable submarine torpadoes. Ono of
these, nrranged for harbor defence, will
be capable of running to any point six thou
sand feet distanceand returning,thus travers
ing a total distance of twelve thousand feet.
"“he othor moveable submarine torpedo, a
smaller ane, will be arranged for the special
purpose of being despatched from some
small vessel, such as & monitor, towards the
enomy’s ships. This smnller vessel will run
n distance of aboul 2.500 feet and return,
thus making the total distance traversed

about 5,000 feet, )
Aware of your desire t» ascertain as soon

ag practicable whather these torpedoes can
be operated successfully, I have mide ar
rangements for completing the samo ready
for trial in the month of June next.”

I am Sir,
Your most obedient servant,
J. Erricssox.

New York, Febraary 24, 1873.

The United States Army and Nuarg Juurnal,
from which the above paragraph is taken,
says tho trial is to come offin June, and we
can seo no reason (o suppose it will ba with
much more sat'sfaction than thoso already
undertaken.

Tt must be evident to the person least con®
versant with mechantcs,that those machines
are totally unreliable ; that s hostile vessel
will be very remiss indeed, if she allows a
small monitor to approach her so closely as
800 yards, without testing her vulnerability
toshot. And it has not been yet shewn
that the 6perator either afloat or ashore can
change the course of the Torpedo boat at his
will, as instantaneously as will enable it to
koep pace with the motions of the vessel
against which itis intended to act.

This Torpedo brat has ulso to tow heavy
cables, in one case of a length of 1000 fa.
thoms, in the other of over 400 fathors ; the
projector seems to havé forgotlen the “drift
way'! such an operation would involve, or
else assuniad that it will bo condueted in still
water. Irteither case the Ztrpedo bontwill
prove in reality,-a speculative toy, very -
genious, Hut of no particulur vilue

A correspondent in. the United States
Army and Navy Journal Tdbeurs to prove
itwould take fwenfy six horse power 1o tow
the torpedo boat aud'its attachimonts,as pras
pased by Capt, Eariozsoy ; whereas th lag

ter says his boat has only fifteen horso power,
thore is ovidently a disoropancy somewhero
which ibo trinlsin June next will test, ol
though we aro confident they afenot by hlf
tho numbor of diffeulties to bo overcomo
bofore tho machine is rendered cffective -
ifit ever will bo.
e —————

Ox Weducesday the 5th inst., 1is Excel
lency the Goverxor GrNERAL procoeded une
dor escort of Captain Searks's Troop of Cav:
alry,to tho Parliament Buildings,for the pur*
pose of taking tho.preparatory stops-to opon
the fivat Session of the Second Parliament of
Canada. He was reccived at the main en*
tranco by tho usher of the Blackrod, (R.
Kiner.Esq) The Adjt. General Colonel P.
Ropentso¥ Ross, the Deputy Adjutant Ge
noral at Head Quarters Liout. Col. Powsir,
the Assistant. Adjt. General, Licut, Colonol
Sroart ; Lieut. Col. Cumberland, extra nid
de camp, and the following staff:

Liout.- ... Macpherson, D, A. G. ;uLieat.
Col. Wiley, licut.Col. Brunel, Liout. Col.
Chamberlain, C. M. G.; Lieut. Col. Griffin.
Licut. Col, Juckson, D A.G.; Lieut, Col.
Ross, Guards; Major White, do.; Major
Macdonald,.unattached ; Major Smith, B.M.
Cobourg’; Major Worsley, G.'I'. R, B.; Capt.
Glifford, 4th Battalion: Surgeon Mal
loch Guards; Paymaster Wickstend, do. ;
Captain Perry, Militia Staff,

A guard of honor furnished by the Gover:
nor General's Guards, under the command
of Captain TiLtoy, and a detachmont of the
Ottawa Field Batlery, commanded by Licut.
StusrTt,

Preceded by the usher of the Blackrod,
His Excellency,followed by lns Staffentered
the Senate Chamber, and on being seated,
the Honorable, the Speaker of the Senate
(Hon. Mr, Coaveav) announced to the Black:
rod that he had in command from His Ex-
collency to direct bhim to proceed to the
Chamber of the Commons, and command
their atlendanco at the Bar of the Senate.
I'bis duty having been performed, the fuith
 ful Commons with the Clerk of the House at
their head, came trooping along like alot of
school boys, with the younger members in
front ; and, having succeoded in wedging
themselves into the space between the bar
and the southern wail of the Chamber, sub
sided inwo comparative quiet, Thoe Ionor-
able the Speaker of ,the Senate then stated
that he had it in command from Uis Excel-
blency to aunounce that he would not onthat
day give his reasons’ for summoning Lar
liament, but tliey were to retire and elect
their speaker, and on the following day

would Jetail to them his reasons for calling
them together. Thereupon, tle faithfi}
{rooped out in pretty much the same way as
they came in, and retired to the privacy of
theirawn chamber, at Jeast, qs much as tha
pras gang will allow the to havo, His

Esollenoy; preqeded by Blaehiad, and

(Thursday the OGth) at three o'clock he,

accompunied by his staff left the builde
ings al noarly the suno timo un.
der n royd salute from tho artillery
and escorted by the cavalry, returned to
' Rideau Hall.  The splendid appearanco of
| theGuard of Honor powerfully impressed the
boholders with tho idea of tho matorial
tho Canadian Army is recruited from,
numbering seventy-five non commissioned
oflicers and soldiors, of the averagoe of five
feet nino inches in height, it is questionable
whether any battalion in the regular service
could turn out as fine a body of men, and
they possess a magnificent band ; the sgua-
dron of cavalry, under Caplain Srarks, are
a smart solidier like looking sef of young
fellows, tho very style for light dragoons,
while the artillery as is well known belong
to a corps which has always borne a high
reputation for eflicioncy ; altogether the
military display has been tho best yet wit-
nessad at the opening of Parliament.

On Thureday, the 6th inst, ot a fow
minutes beforo three o'clock,lis Excellency,
escorted as before, diove up to tho main
entrance, the same Guard of Honour and
the samo Staff received him, the Senate
Chamber had been previously filled with
the beauty and fashion of Ottawa, headod
by Her Excellency the Countess Durrgriy,
Mrs. Howeaxp, wife of the Ligyr.-Goverxog
of OUntario, Mrs. Rosrerrsox-Ross, wife of the
Adjutant~Generaljand other Jadies of rank ;
Lieut.-Governor Howraxp accompanied the
Govervor GeNzRAL; immediately on the
appearance of the latter i the Senate
Chamber, the Usher of the Black Rol was
despatched to summon the faithful com-
mons, who had in -the interim gra.
titied the popular wish, done them.
selves honor and  established the
true loglish precedent by the eleo:
tion of the Hon. Jaues CockBory, the
Speaker of the First Canadian Parliament
by acclamation as their Speaker, an office
which we hope he will hold for the country's.
Lenefit, while Canada can find him a consti-
tuency, in which case it will be a life tenure.

Headed by their Speaker the Commmons, if
possible more, unruly came crowding in
and when they bad effected a lodgment tho
I{on. Speaker announced his electirn and
pleaded the graco of Parliament. In reply
His Excellency stated thatall the pivileges
should be accorded in conformity with
theConstitution=i usage,and then proceeded
to read the following Speech in English and
afterwards in French :(—

SPEACH FRO3 TLR THRONE.
Houvurable Gentlemen of the Szaale Gentle
men of the House of Commons

l. Inaddressing for the first tuno the Fae
liumentof Canada, 1 desire to express the
satisfuction | feel in resorting to your advice
and assistagce, as well as my deep senso of
I my own gpad fortune in being permitted
, lo associ\\go myself with you in youyp lahours
i nnd aspigstiops fap the welfare of this Da.
i minln,




