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pesor who had recogiuzed the impossibihty
of leaving tho pluco on horseback, replied
that he could not rejun the General, that,
moreover, he could not consenttosavo lum-
»olf by the sacrfice of a great numbur of lus
soldiers, and that lhie was dotermined to
shave the futa of the arwy. The proposi-
tion of Ueneral Wuauptien, as ovents proved,
had not tho slightest chance of success.
e wished, nevortheless. to make this des-
perato attempt, but ho could only assembile
2000 men, and, after baving advanced 300
paces, ho himself recognized the futiity of
his effort, and was forced to veturn inte the
toten. Then it was the commanders of the
corps d'armée camo and sunounced to the
Emperor that their troops, after having sus-
tained for nearly 12 hours an unequal tight,
wankened Ly fatigue and hunger, could nv
longor offer any serious resistance.  In fact,
the soldiers, driven back against the walls
and thrown into the ditches, wers decunat-
ad by the enemy’sartitfery ; and Sedan itself
choked with the debris of all tho corps, was
being bombarded on all sides.

The shells set the houses on fire and
struck the wounded who had been cariied
into them. The great barracks, converted
into & hospital, vpon the top of which float-
ed the red-cross flag, were not spared, and
men and horses, huddled up in the court-
yard, were continually hit. Many of the of-
ficors and men wore killed in the streels
swept by tho enemy’s fire, among them two
Genorals, The Emperor then endeavoured
to make known to General Wimpfien the
advisability of asking for an armistice, since
every moment of delay only mcreased the
number of victims, Not receiviog any tid.
ings of the General—at tho sight of s0 much
uselessly shed blood, and in such a hopeless
situation, the Emperor caused the whito
flag to be hoisted upon the citadel. At the
same time the King ot Prussia sent an ofti
car to Sedan to demand the surrender of
the place. The Emperor not being in com-
mand of the army referred him to Goneral
Wimpflen. Thelatter, looking at the gravi-
1y of tho situation, and nol wishing to take
upon himself the initiative of the capttula
ticn, sent in his resignntion, which was not
accepted.

THE EMPEROR A PRISONER.

The Emperor convinced~according to the
argertions of the press- ihat tho Xing had
declared that ho made war not against
France, but against her sovercign, did not
hesitate to constitute himself a prisoner,
hoping that tho object of the war bemg
attained by the sacrifice of his liberty, the
conguerer would be less exacting towards
Frauce and the army. e addressed to the
King, by one of his oflicers, the following
letter:

Sire (My brother, Monsicur mon frero):
Not having been able to dte in the midstof
my troops, it only remains for me to place
my sword in the hands of your Majesty, I
am of your Majesty the goea brother (bon
frere).

Naroreoy,

The King replied as follows :

Sire (My brother, Monsicur mon trere):
Regretting the circumstances uuder which
we meet, I acceyt the sword of your Majesty
and I pray you to name one of your ofticers
provided with full powers to treat fur the
capitulation of the arwmy, which has so brave-
Iy fought under your command. Un my
side 1 bave named General Moltke for this
purpose. 1 am of your Mujesty the guod
brother.

Wittt

Before Sedan, ¥ept. 1, 1§70.

THE VOLUNTEER
tieneral Wimplien betook lumself to tho
Prussion  hoadquartiers in ordur there to
discuss the terms of surrender. Dwiing the
wterview the French General tried to obtain
more favourable terms, but General Moltke
rephed: * Your army dees not numbet at
this moment more than £J),000 men; wo
have 230,000 who completely suirownd you.
Chur artillery is everywhetre in position, aud
can destroy the place in twu hows, Your
troaps can only go out by the gates, and
cannot possibly form befure them. You
hiave provisions foronly one dag, sl scaten
ly any more ammunition.  In such a situa
tion the prolongation of yuui defenu would
Lo only a useless massacse, the sesponsibili
ty of which must rest upon te e who will
not pravent it On his telun Lo Sedun,
General Wimpdlen called o council ot warl
composed of about 32 general ofticers, and,
with but two disgentient veices, it wasde-
cded that any fresh struggle would Lut en
tail the useless loss of thuusads of nen,
and the capitulation was signal.  Tue Jad
of September was a day the evil omened
memories of which will never bie efficad

from ouyr mind.

TUE INTERVIIW WITIE COUNT BISMARCK,

M. «de Bismarck had seut ward to e Em
peroy, the previous cvening, that the Ky
of Y'russia offered him an intervien v the
morrow, Consequently the Diperor left
Sedan on the morning of the 2w, and rent
to inforin Count Bistnu«k of lus ncival, ask
ing him where was the piace fixed upon for
tho interview. Ifo waited fur the Chancel-
lor of the North German Coutedertion inx |
small house on the road to Douchiery.  Bis '
marck did not long delay in meeting him,
In tho convorsation thit cnsaed the BEm
peror hastened to declure that, as hehad )
given full powers to the Regency, withit
alone could negotiations for peace be con-
dacted. that hie merely delivered Lisown ’
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person into the hands of the King, claiming
nothing for himself, but appeahling tohis
generosity for the army and for France.
Ho added that the war having been unfor-
tunate, he would not altogether throw oft’
the responsibility which lay upon him, but
that, nevertheless, he was bound to state
that he had only obeyed a violently excited
national feeling, ‘Tho papers have madea
crime of theso words of the Emperor.  How. |
ever, both in hig proclamation to the army |

on the evo of his departure from Paris, aml i

.
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in his answer {0 tho President of the Corps
I4gislatif, he had expressed the same
thoughts when he said, - Wo have done ali ?
in our power to avoid war, und [ can say |
that it is the entire nation which has inits |
irresistible élan prompted our resolution.” |
This «tatement was indispensable, since
every day the Emperor is still accused of |
havit.g drawn the sword in a dynastic inter
est. 'The two Sovereigns met in the Chateau
o! Belle Vug, in tho outskirts of Sedan At f
chis conforence the King showed the lofty
feelings which animated bim by exhibiting |
to thie Emperor sll the consideration which !
his misfortunes demanded, and the Em-
peror preserved an attitude of the utmost
dignity. Gen. Wimpflen, who had told the
Emperor the army counted upon his inter.
vention with the Xing of Prussia for better
couditions, was informed of the fruitlessness )
of Liis efforts. Suchis tho recital of the nuli
tary operatiuns which terminated so unhap. '
pily inthe surrender of the army at Sedan.
So tremendous s disaster should not only
wiing from us our tears, it should also be
pregnant with instruction, and should fur.
nish lessons never to be furgotien.

THE PRIMARY CAUSE OF THE UISASTERS.
The successes of Drussiz ave due to the
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stpuriority of numbet~, to the rigovous dis
cipline of her army and to the cmpire ox
er ised throughnut Germany by the peinei
ple of authority.  May our unlappy fellow.
cauntrymen who tre prisoners at least pro
fit, Juring theb sojouinin Prussia, Ly appre
cinting that which gives streugth to & coun.
try - thoe powers that he vespected, the laws
obeyed, the military and patiiotie apirit
dominating all intetests and all opiniong !
Certainly the struggle was disproportionate,
tatt it would have hoen longer sustained and
Loaw alisasterons to our arms, if military
operations had not been uncen-ingly subor-
dinated to political considerations.  We
should also have been better prepared if the
Chambors had not incessantly been desirous
of reducing tho war budget, aud had they
nut ilways opposed any mesasure to inerease
the national forces.  IFifteen days befors
the declaration of war, the Commit{ce on
the Badget in the Corps Legislatif expressed
 iutention o suppress the Imperia{)Gunrd
amd to reduco the effective strength of the
army.

‘To these principal causes of our reverses
wo must add the lamentable habits intro-
duced into the army by the wars in Africa.
Want of discipline, want of cohesion, ab.

. seace of order, exaggeration of the weight

cartied by tho soldier, and the quantity of
baggage of the vilicers—ihese are the abuses

. whichi hava been introduced intoeur armies,

‘The French foot soldier formerly noted for
the rapudity of his march, is becoming
heavies than  the German infantryman,
Unrelessness of Learing affects a military
sputt: our oflicers and soldiers seem to be
po longer proud to wear their uniforms, and
the medely of costumes painfully affects the
eye. Thts abaudos in deportmont is reflect.
el m overything else.  Uno comes across
1o more that regularity, that love of duty,

{ that abnegation ot scif which are the first

quahities both of those who command and
thoso who obey.

‘To sum up, Je army always reflects the
stale of society in which it has boon formed.
Solong as authorily in France was strong
and respected, tho constitution of the army
presented a remarkable solidity ; but when
the excesses of the tribuno and of tho press
wore permitted to enfeeblo suthority, nnd
to intraduce everywhere a spirit of criticis ~
and insubordination, the army felt the of
fects of it.

God grant that the terrible drama which is
now being enacted may serve as a lesgon for
the future, and that our country may riss
agam from tho catustrophe which now over-
whelms her.

Fhe totally unexpected defeat of the fa
voured Mr. Garvie has completely crushed
the Anti'sof Nova Scoin, and they aro seck-
ing toretire from tho advocacy of a lost
cause with as littls publicty as possible.
Several of tho prominent men of that party
have, it is reported, in their humuliation
and vexation, rosolved to eschew politics in
the future ; and one of them, a member of
the House of Commons, is credited with the
intention of resigning his seat.

John B. Gough ance, while on 2 lecturing
tour through England, was introduced to a
village audience in theso torms. * Ladies
hand gentlemen, I 'ave the "onor to hintro-
duce t2 you the distinguished lecturer, Mr.
J. B. Gough, who will haddress us on the
subject of temperance. You know that
temperance is thought to be rather a dry
subject, but to nightas we listen 1o our
fiiens 1, the horator from hover the hocean,
we mmy 'ope to "ave the miracle of Samson
repeated, and to bo refreshed with water
from the jawhone of & hass!™



