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THE SOLDIER OF AUVERGNE.

BY MI18S MARRIBT ANXE WILKINS.

*Twas midalght, and tho soldler took
His lone and quiot march;

Tho moon's bright & foll gloriously

n the forestarch;

And through that forest's dreary gloom,
Full twenty leagues nway,

The army of the chem
Watted the dawn of day.

The watcher listencd, for hio heard
Tho wild-wolf's dismal howl,
A crashing of the underbraush
Betrayed his wary I’”"' H
Yat where the branches thickest wenve
The soldier took his way;
IHe atarted—for a band of focs
Had selzed him as their prey

He wasa captive—onestrong hand
Upon his 11ps did e,

While in hoarse whispers rung thetr words,
¢ Retray us and you die.”

Warm love was nestling at his heart,
Warm lifo was in his veins,

Onc dream of Jove, of life, of hiome,
Lne dream of captive chafts.

Twas but a moment, and ho thought
Orthose whoastept uround,

Safo and sccuro while he kept wateh
Upon the sentry ground.

‘Twas butl 2 moment and o flush
Passed o’cr hischeck and brow;

His volce rang on the midnight alr,
4 Auvergno! Auvergne? tke foc i

‘The swords that in the moontight shone
Upon his bosom rushed

And from the dauntless soldier’s heart
Life's streamlets Quickly gushed.

Yet cfe his beaming eye was closed,
He saw his brethren's lance;

Trampling down bushand brake, hc heard
The cavalry of France.

Ho felt strong arms ~° .wad him placed,
Ho saw the! m;lncelv train;

A nation's thanks were in his cars—
He had notdied in vain;

They lald him while the host pursued
The fast retreating foe,

Beneath that glorious flag for which
He laid himselfso low.

0! may it bo that when. if e'er,
Sodirca fsto wo claim,

And through our country oud resounds
WVar’s fearful, shuddering name—

‘Then may our hearts and houscholdsyicld—
Ther may our focmenleara,

1Wo have such hearts as sleep beneath
Tho banncrof Auvergne.

THE BATTLES OF 1812-15.

IX.

‘Thoaction at Fort George and subsequent
retreat of Gen. Vincent to Burlington
heiglits wers operations coaducted wmth
spirit and in perfect accordance with the
rules of military science. e have now to
record the result of an expsedition of an ex
actly opposite character, conducted by the
Commander in-Chief in person, disgraceful
in every respect to all concerned and only
redesmod from actual infamy by the daring
and bravery of o fow Indians.

Sir James Lucas Yeo had arrived atKings-
ton in command of a party of officers and
seamen as Commodors, and atonce proceed-
od to man and ¢quip thovesselslying there.
When that work had been accomplished it
was proposed-1o Sir George Prevost to make
an attack on Sackett’s harbour which from
the absence of the American fleet was known
to bo defenceless, a blow struck there cffec-
tually would beo irreparable, as it wasin
reality tho American base of operstions.
As the proposition was acceeded to on the
morning of tho 27th May the vessels of Sir
J. L. Yeo's fleet, having on board about 750
soldiers, left the harbour ot Kingston and
arrived cff Sackett's harbour at ncon the
fame day,

Sackett's harbour bears from Kingston on
Lako Ontario, South by East, distant in a
straight course 25 miles, but by a ship’s 35
miles. Its description in 1813 was as fol.
lows:—*“Itstands on the south east side of
an expansion of Black river, near to whare
it flows into Hungry bay; the harbour is
smail but well sheltered. From the North-
wost runs out a low point of land upon
which is the dock yard with large store.
houses and all the buildings requisite for
suchan establishment. Upon :this point
there is a strong work called Fort Tomp-
kius, having within it a block house two
stories high, on tho land side it is covered
by & strong picketing in which there aro
embrazures. At the battom of tho barbour
is the village containing &0 to 70 houses, to
thesouthward of it is & barrack capable of
containing 2,000 men and generally used
for the marines belonging to the fleet. On
a point eastward of the harbour stands Fort
Pike surrounded by a ditch in advance of
which there 1s a sirong line of picketing
about 100 yards from the villags and a litde
to the westward of Fort Tompkins is Smith’s
cantonments capatle of containing 2000
men. Itis stronglybuilt of logs forming a
square with a block house at exch corner
and is loop holed on every side. Most of
the guns belonging to the works had besn
conveyed to Fort Niagara.

Towards the middle of 1814 there were
three additional works, Fort Virginia, Fort
Chauncey and Fort Kentucky with several
new blockhouses erected mounting in all 60
pieces of heavy artillery.

The British squadron with the Wolfe, hav-
ing Sir G. Prevost on board, leading, stood
in about two miles to reconnoitre the squad-
ron lying to. ‘The troops were embarked on
board the boats awaiting the signal to pull
towards the shore. Afterhalf an hour'sdelay
they were ordered to roturn on board the
fleet; this done the squadron wore and with
alight wind stood back for Kingston. 4
band of 40 Indians in their canoes accom-
panied the expedition and not being accus-
tomed to the naval modeof warfare as prac-
tised by Sir G. Prevost resolved to have s
closer view of the enemy, accordingly they
stecred round Stoney poiat and discovering
a party of American troops on shore pad.
dled in to attack them. As soon as they
saw tho Indians they immediately hoisted
a white flag which was luckily sesn from the
Wolfe and they wers brought off in the
ships boats; they proved tobe 70 dismount-
eddrzgoons in 12 batteau, seven moré hav-
ing escaped.

Upon this circumstance or information
received from those men Sir G. Prevost de-
terminedjto stand back to Sackett’s harbour,
but the ships, owing toths light wind, were
not abie to fetch within less than six miles
ofit. The troops were again embarked in
boats and before day on the 29th advanced
towards the shore covered by the' gunboats.
Being without gaides or 2 knonledgo of the

topography they werp landed on Horse i

land which was connocted with the mainlang
by a narrow causeway defended by a six |
poundersupported by 400 militig; these were |
driven back and the gun captured, and thus
immediately captured Forts Tompkins any
PYike; the American troops rapidly retreat
ed setting fire to the navul barracks, tie
prizo schooner Duke of Gloucester, the sl
Gen. Pike, then building, and destroying
the naval atores and provisions captured a;
York. The log barracks and a stock
ade held by the Americans, on whicy
the British were advancing, when aj
order arrived from Sir George Provost 1o fa]]
back and reimbark; Major Drummond of
the 104th, a gallant officer, stepped up to
him and smd :—¢ Allow mo a feir minutes,
sir, and I will put you in possession of thg
place.” The answer was, *“ obey your orders
sir, and learn the first duty of a soldier.
The British retreated to their boats and re
turned toKingston with a loss of 30 killed
and 211 wounded; the total American loss
was 1575 their force was 87 regular troops
and 500 militia. They extinguished the fire
in the vessels but the naval barracks iras
destroyed.

Sir George Prevost got his Adjutant Len
eral, Col. Bayaes to write the following des
patch:

Kixgstow, May 30th, 1813,

Sin :~] have the honor to report to your
Excellency that in conformity to an arrang.
od plan of operations with Commodore sir
James Yeo, the flest of boats assembled
astern of Ins ship at 10 o’clock on the night
of the 27th inst. with the troops placed unde:
my command, and led by a gunboat unde:
tho direction of Captain Mulcaster, Koya
Navy, proceeded towvards Sackett's harbour,
in the order perscribed to the troops in case
the detachment was obliged to march in
column, viz: the grenadier company, 100tk
with one sect ion of Royal Scotts, two com
paniss of the Sth (or Kings), four of 101tk
two of the Canadian Voltigeurs, two 6 poun
ders with their gunners, and a company of
Glengarry light infantry were embarked on
board a light schooner which was prepsrec
to be towed under direction of officers of ths
navy so as to insure the guns being landed
in time to support the advanceof the troops.
Although the night was dark with rain ths
boats assembled 1n tho vicinity of Sucketts
harbour by one o’clock in compact and re
gular order; and in this position it wasntez
ded to remain until duybreak in the hopeo!
effecting a landing before the enemy conM
bs prepared to Lino the woods with troops
whichsurrounded tho coast butunforiunatess
a strong current drifted the boats conside:
ably while the darkness of thoe night andig:
norance of the coast prevented them froa
recovering their proper station until thodsr
dawned when the whole pulled for the post
of debarkation.

It was my intention to have landed inthe
cove formed by Horse island but onsp
proaching it we found that tho encroy west
fully prepared by a very beavy fire of muske
try from tho surrounding woods which wen
filled w:th infantry supported by a field piece.
1 directed the boats to pull round 1otk
other side of the island wherea Ianding v
effected in good o:rder and with littloless
zlthough executed in the face of a corps
formed with o ficld picco in the wood, 8o
under tho enfilade of a heavy gun of tN
enamy's principal battery, 'Tho adranyt



