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I choose te be a member and mnnster cf the (irest Spiritual
iirctherhood caiied tho Plresbytcraan Churoh, irithin the Catholio
Church of God,-în Vhe liret place, I suppose, hecause 1 iras born
widain it, and nurtured amidat its ennobiing amomeries. In tias
second place--alter fuil thouglat, and atter experaencs o! Uod s
work au many lands, and ci the neeeasary defecta iviaich oling ta

ail modes o[Church orgauîaataon-thii Presbyteraan Churchapproves
ituell Vo îuy conscience aud judgment as the beat nursery af Ir
and life and chakecter. I lianor and gladiy tecogciso ail tnu

Churchea whieh hold *1 Vhe living Hecad Christ Jes us.' Amonget
those living Cburchcs of Clia it, the Presbytecraan Ciaarch seeme te
me, on the whoie, the moat Scriptural Vhe moat brotberiy, the beit,
fitVed to zuake a peuple ai Christ free, eurnt, intelliagent, lierai.
1 notic alan &hat the other Churches, iu aur modern day. are
botrwiug more aad more froni the faatiares af Ilrcabyteniansm-
its popalar Assenmbly rtipreaentative-syst<ii, ats presence aud
equal veice cf the laity in Chairch courte, ita spiritual equality of
the ministry, ths congregaticni right cf its people (in iceeping
with the intercat and faith of the Church ase iole> tc elcct thear
awn miniaters sud spiritual leaders, snd ils priraciple of a commun
fuma for Vhe support of the miniatry. B.V aucla a fuud, whale ach
congregation is at liberty Vo givo Vo iti cava rutinister accrdang te
its aflluenco or ability and according Vo Liîs ability, yet Vue
minusterat of struggling churches, whoi wouid othervise receive
iîaadequate support, have their miniatetial incorno lifted nearer
te a pistiorni cf equality. Thus, in tho 'Preshytenian Churcb,
there in avoided that abasaneful feature which lias marked nome
parts o! Chrisitendom, Rhiere eue minîster cf Chrast geta a vast
yearly suni, aud Vhe hardest-warked ministers iu Vhe country or
ina the citaeâ' dingler places receive onlj, amiserable pîttanco. The
Preabyterimn principle af ministerial support inat prscat, wînniug
the asseut et Church leaders ai ail kinda as Vhe irise and hrotheriy
mothod-Vhs oue tient fltted to carry an intelligent churelà lite, with
an educated anid dccently aupported miniatry, into the pocrer
districts o! Vhe country.

I will take, in erder, soine o! Vhs main roauons 'whicla appeal Vo
mny judgment as wmnning my aliegiance tothe Preahyterian Church.

a'ERSOiAL RISTOfli.

IV nurtured me aud niy foretathers; sud fori IV heyauffred sud
dared. flcrcdity menus much in cvery department o! lite. In
spiritual lifes lu indfuence ia incalculabnle. To sny intelligent,
sparatually manded man inhe kucirs wlat the history of the great
Preshytora Church han licu ever sinco Vhe zuorning c! the
Rcformatîon, ib in impossible te abandon or Vari the back upon
Viais splendid spiritual liucage.

As a atudeut, of Scnipture and of Early Church Bistcrj, I arn
led to Vho creed sud Vhs ergaulsati!Dn cf Presbyterianism. As the
naine aînplîes, iV seeks Vo kccp dloso to Vhs Eariy Christian Chîarch
o! the Apcsîoiic ciel, sud cf Vhe finit hait cf Vho seoîd century.
Pitt, tho great Earl of Châthani, expreased thia forcibiy in a
memorable sentenceof ca memorablo speech : '< The Pre3byteriaus
chung mor-c lcsely Vo Vhs college cf <GallIcan) fisheranen than te Vhs
Coliege of Cardinala ; Vhey contoud for a Scriptural faith sud a
Scriptural wonabip." As Profeasor Sauday, cf Oxford, fraukly
sayi-<if we except tho pecularactivity cf tho Apostles ohamselves,
whnse cilice mas necosarily a apecial aud temporary ane, sud irbo
could have n auccesaors-the C hurch o! the Apostles day was
uadoubtcdly Presbytenian.

This can bo accu by suy unbiaaaed atudeut, o! the New Testa.
meut. The E-arly Christisa Church'a organisation amruse upou the
niodel of the jewaahpopuiar synagogue worship. wiVh its Synedrion
on cocucil of eiders <preshyters) att&chtd to each synagogue
(on "econgregat.ion") end the brothcrbood o! tbese synagogue&
represented in a larger courtot appealof l the elderaudbrathern."
St. James cailea the Chtintian Church by this naine IIsynagogue."

TaiE MISISTEIAL 0171CM.

1 nota moV apend Vinas lu preaingi% bat is now admitteda by Vhe
vait majority cf omineut New Testament acholars et &Il achools,
thatlu nVhs Apostolie Churcb, tho staled ministry or offlce'boarî
cansisted cf tire kinds, aua tire kinda oniy, vi-, cf IIpresbytena"
<whlch ia Vhs greek terni for Vhs Hlebreir word mean;ng teiders ">
sudoa! '< docouL." Thtso deacons,t in laadmitted by ail, woe a
noir aud apeiai orden appointed by t.ie growiug Church of Jenus
to look a! Ver Vhs needs of the Chunch'u widowed, orphaned and
ponr. Tho preabytera or elde:», ou the other baud, wre the
Church'a spiritual teachersansd '<oyersasrs," attendiug to Vhs
rninistry of tho Il'mord snd Veaehing" sud Vo Vhs spiritual discip'
Uins eftVhe b.lioving people.

In t;2s purey Gentile Chttrobea, wre the nng of Vhs
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ivord 'presby ter" or "eider' iB ail ot ao Weil undtrstvcd, à iae ivrd
'V<sPirIos" (tranelated iii aur Engish 1111>3e iy the terra ' 'bieiop">
was used as has equivalent. The «IlresbyterW' sud tho I«bithcps'
wero exactly the samo peraJns, and in each cangregation oi any
aizo tiacro iv'ere sceorai l'i>iaituisa or 'preab> tere.' The people
elected tlaoIl biahopa." 'lhe IIcouaacfl of presiiytcra " ordaint cl
hem.

'l'hie in evident ini aany pa.s.agcs of the Ncv Jt<atatnpnt. 1
ivili point to oaiy. two. lu Açte ix. 17 2-H, the Alicatle Pl'a
acidressea the eiders (prcabytcrôý of Epheaus, and celle theaa
'<epiacopons" (bisiiops> . Taho lctd utt à uutviie sud tu ail
the flock in the wbicia thia IIoly .Spirit iîsth made you bishops
loverseeifi) ta sheplierd the Claurch of 0od.- .. sèd in Tit. a. 5-7, St.
ilsul says. IlAppoint eIderi (preabjitcraý in eîery city . . .fur tiu
biizhot (epiacopois) muet te blamelcas, as God'a stewvard," Thepo
passages, sa3s 3iebc'p Lightfoot, jproe tiîst in Vi. Noi Testament
the ivards "«bi.hop" sud" prosby ter"" are a>ý non> iIous," and nicLa
the sarne «rirîe Il Evon Canon Cors, the 1JUgl Churchman,
confesses thatiluthe farat century IIthe presbytcrs and then cpiscopi
we-o in fac'1 the same portions. "

Furthermore, it iras tho Counoil of Eiders (preabj>teruî) to mbrm
belouged the function of ordaining the ('hurch'e mniiters. Even
whon an apo3tie was prescrit at the appointrnent of mniitera, ho
took part only as ane eider auiong the ciders. Thns, V' 2gh the,
Apostie l>aui Vuck part in the ordination of Timothy, hie did Po

oniy as a meniber oftho IIprcsbytcryII Timothy was set spart
to bin ministry' Ilby the iaying on of the banda of the pre3bytery."
And no Vhs Apostle Peter writes. IlThe eiders (presbyters) among
yen I exhorte who amn a fellow'clder ' ( I Pecter v. 1.)

Biahop Lightfoot has preven that this apostoiic custorr. of pres-
byterial ordination continuad in nme regions of Chiritendona for
several centuries, aud only gradusiiy did iV give wîîy befare the
growth of preiacy. Ile quotes Jeromne's autharitative deciaration
inil t' fourth century: - «]>ore factions wero iatroducea into
religion by Vhs prompting of tho dovii, tho Churches weregoverned
by a council of eiders (preshyters). " The truth o! this verdict
of Jerome, says Lightfoot. could not be dcnied. Inu1 tVh succeed-
ing ages bisiiepsand l'open accepted iV without <ques tion."

TalyI i'ltLYTEI.

At Vhe Rctormation, when mon discarded tho growth niof d~
î'alisrn aud of prieathood iu the xninistry, and searched in the New
Testament itsif for the model of the Nsw Testamient Churcla,
Protestant Europe iu general restored thu l'resbytecri an&y stem of
Vhe D3hurch'a organisation. Oniy in a tow Protestent oountries.
wlîerc the royal power and prerogati've gavc a apecial tient te the
Reformation m,--. -.nt. iras ths Presby Ver tonm of the Chureh'a
ministry and orgenization not adopted. Thaun Las Rof,>rmed
Church, in sîninat ail lande savo Englaud, took the Preabyterîsu
feo of Church Govcînment. And the Lutheran Cburch of Ger-
mauy, Vhough contraisted inita the PReormea Church Là~ a kew
Tninor points of doctrine sud administration, in practically P>res-
b>'Verian. It holda the prienthooa of ail belierera, the equality cf
Vhs clcrgy (or min'asters) ad the union oi ministera and iayrnen in
Charch courts for the gavernrnent of tus Cbarch. In common
.'ath thz Presbytorian Church (etritiy aco.called) the Luthtas
('htarch aise discardcul preiacy aud the fignient cf Apostolie succes-
sion as medi.vval atter grain h, and ai psriious tu, the truc spiritual
succession cf Vian bclieving Church cf God. 'lue P1reabytorian
Church thon iacludes the majority cf National Churchcs cf the
1'rotestaut, coluntrica ai Europe as woell as many a! Vho Fret
Ciiurches throaaghout ['rotestant Claiatendoni. Tho Huguenot
Church cf France, with its tragia %tory of v'alor and niartyrdona,
tho Wa'ldenses cf Itaiy, the Church of Swvitzerland, botu National
aud Frc, the Chîarch ai Hfolland with îta glorlous assertion cf
iresdam, the ofeormed Churcla cf Germany sud the P.hino land,
the Protestant Churches of Bohernia and Hungary, are Presby-
&eria. lu Scotland the National and Frc Churches, iacluding
over 8(à pcr cent. cf the population, arc Preabyterian. la Ulster,
Prcabyterlaniamn ia Vhe moat, living spiritual power. Ia ail the
Biritishx Colonies it aproada. Of tho United Statea cf America I
will speak leirer dewu.

Evenin England, where the Refermera were themaelves bishopé,
and adopted tho diocesan Episcopal tormn of C'iurcla Govermeut,
Vhey withoat exception, rccognised the Preab)tcrian Claarch as a
truly Scriptural Church vith a truiy Apostoie niinistry. In the
carlicat sud besVcpoch c1 the Paritin ago Preabyterianiarn was
adopted as Vhe ono iaVional Church ai the Threo Kiagdonia. In
the dark day oi tho retuçn of Charles II. and Vhe Stuart despotiam
to powrer, Vhe Act of Uniformity drove from thoir pariahea cicr
2000 cf the boit cf Pogland'a ergi, men lako Richard Buater and
the rest cf the hornie band. The gi-est =ajoeity of these ware
Preabytsrian. P.y a serica cf cruel and re1jr4saive moasurez
Paritanlaim wua Vrodden under, Vhe Preebyterisa forbididen to
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