My Church Allegiance and My Reasons for it.

By g Rigut Rev, THE MODERATOR OF THE GENERAL AssEmbLy,
or VICTORIA, AUSTRALIA, Prorrssor Rexrovr, M.A., D.D.

1 chooso to be a momber and mimster of the Great Spiritual
Brotherhood called the Presbyterian Church, within the Catholio
Church of God,—in the firat place, I suppose, becauso I was born
wishin it, apd nurtured amidst its ennobling memories. In the
second placo—atter full thought, and after exporicnco of Goda
work in many lands, and of the nocessary defects which oling to
allmodesof Church organisation—thePresbytorian Churchapproves
1taelf to my conscionce and judgment as the bost nursery of fe
and Life and chawacter. Ihonor aud gladly cecogeiso all thu
Churches which hold ** the living Head Christ Jesus.” Amongst
theso living Churches of Christ, the Presbyterian Church seeme to
me, on the whole, the most Scriptural tho most brotherly, thebest,
fitted to make a peoplo of Christ {ree, earceat, intelligent, Liveral.
I notice also that tho other Churches, in our modern day, are
botrowtng more and moro from the {zatures of Presbyterianism—
its popular Assembly roprescntative-system, ita presence and
equal voice of the laity in Charch courts, its spiritual cquality of
the ministry, the congregationa: right of its people (inkeoping
with the interest and faith of tho Church asa whole) to elect their
own ministers and spiritual leaders, and its principle of a cornmon
fand for the support of tho ministry. By such a fund, whilseach
congregation is at liberty to givo to itd own minsster according to
its afiluence or ability and according to Lis ability, yet the
ministera of struggling churches, who would otherwise receive
inadequate support, have their ministerial income lifted nearer
to a platform of equality. Thus, in the Presbyterisn Church,
there is avoided that shamneful feature which has marked some
parts of Christendom, where ono minister of Christ gets a vast
yearly sum, and the hardest-worked ministers in the country or
in the cities' dingier places receive onl, amiserable pittance. The
Presbyterian principle of ministerial support inat preseut winning
the assent of Church leaders of all kinds as the wise and brotherly
method—tho one best fitted tocarry anintelligent churel: life, with
an educated and decently supported ministry, into the poorer
districts of the couatry.

I will take, in order, soine of the main reasons which appesal to
my judgment as winning my allegiance tothe Presbyterian Church,
FERSONAL HISTORY.

It nurtured mo and my forefathers; and for it thoy suffered and
dared. Heredity means much in every department of life. In
apiritual life its influence is incalculable. To any intelligent,
spiritually minded man who knowa what the history of the great
Presbyterian Church has been ever sinco the morning of the
Reformation, it isimpossible to abandon or turn the back upon
tins splendid spiritual lincage.

As a student of Scripture and of Early Church History, I am
led to tho creed and the orgavisation of Presbyterianiam.  As the
name implies, it sceks to keep closo to the Early Christian Church
of the Apostolic day, and of the firat half of the sccond century.
Pitt, tho great Farl of Chatham, expressed this forcibly in a
memorable sentence of a memorable specch : ¢ The Presbyterians
cling more ¢losely to thocollege of (Galilean) fishermen than to the
College of Cardinals ; they contend for & Scriptural faith and o
Scriptural worship.”” As Professor Sanday, of Oxford, frankly
says—(if wo except the pecularactivity oftho Apostles themselves,
whose office was necessarily a epecial and temporary one, and who
could have no succesrors)—tho Church of the Apostles’ day was
undoubtedly Presbyterian.

This can be seen by any unbiassed student of the New Testa-
ment, Thoe Early Christian Church’s organisation aruse upon the
model of the jewishpopular synagogue worsbip, with its Synedrion
or conucil of clders (presbyters) attached to each synagogue
(or “congregation” ) and the brothcrbood of theae synagogues
representedin a larger court of appealof ¢ tho cldersandbrethern.”
St. James calied the Christian Church by this name *“synagogue.”

TUE MINISTERIAL OFFICE.

I noed not apend time i proving v hat isnow admitted by the
vast majority of eminent New Testament scholars of all schools,
that, in the Apostolic Church, tho stafed minisiry or office-bearers
consisted of two kinds, and two kinds only, viz., of * presbyters™”
(which is the greek term for the Hebrew wocd meaning *¢ elders ™)
and of “* deacons.” Theso deacons, it is admitted by all, wore a
new and special order appointed by the growing Church of Jesus
to look after the noods of the Church’s widowed, orphened and
poor. Tho presbyters or clders, on the other hand, were the
Church’s afiritual teachers and ‘‘ovorseers,” attsnding to the
ministry of tho * word and teaching™ aud to the spiritual discip-
line of the belioving peopls.

In the purely Gentile Churches, whers tho msaning of the
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word “presbyltor” or “clier” was not so well understeod, the word
‘episcopos” (translated in our English Bible by the term **bishop™)
wag uged as its equivalent,  Tho *presbyters” and tho **bisheps’
were exactly the samo persuns, and in cach congregation of any
sizo thero wero several *' bishops " or 'presbyters.”  The people
eleoted the ** bishopa.” The **council of presbyters™ ordaintd
hem.

T'his is evident in many parsages of the New Testament. 1
will point to only two. In Acts ax. 1718, the Apostle P'aul
addresses the olders (presbyters) of Ephesus, and calls them
‘‘episcopons” (bishops) : ** Tako heed untlu youreclves and to all
the flock in the which the Holy Spirit hath made you bishops
{overseeia) to shepherd tha Church of God.” ..ud 1n Tat. 1. 57, St.
Paul says. ** Appoint elders (preabyters; in every city . . . for the
bishop (episcopos) must Lo blameless, as God's ateward.,” There
passages, ssye Bisbop Lightfoot, prove thatin the New Testament
thowords*‘bi.hop' and * presbyter* ' aro 8y nony tuous,” and mean
the same ~ffice * Even Canon Core, the High Churchman,
con{catenthat in the firat century ** tho presbytersand the cpiscopi
wero in facs the same persons. ™

Fuarthermore, it was the Counoil of Elders (preabsters) to whem
belonged tho function of ordaining the Church's ministers. Even
when an apostle was present at the appointment of ministers, he
took part only aaone clder among the clders.  Thus, t* agh the
Apoatle Paul tock part in the ordination of Timothy, he did so
only as a member of the ““ presbytery.” Timothy was set apart
to his ministry *“by the laying on of the hands of the presbytery.”
Aud so the Apostle Peter writes. ** The clders (presbyters) among
you I exhort, who am a fellow-elder” (I Peter v. 1.)

Bishop Lightfoot has proven that this apostolic custom. of pres-
byterial ordination continued in some regions of Christendom for
several centurics, and only gradually did it give way before the
growth of prelacy. 1o quotes Jerome's authoritative declaration
int’ » fourth century: *Beforo factions were introduced into
religion by the prompting of the dovil, the Churches weragoverned
by a council of elders (preshyters).” The truth of this verdict
of Jerome, says Lightfoot, could notbedenied. In ¢* thesuccced-
ing ages bishops and Popes accepted it without question.”

THY, PRRSBYTER.

At the Reformation, when men discarded the growth of mediz-
valism and of priesthood in the ministry, and searched in the New
Testament itself for the model of the New 7Testament Church,
Protestant Europo in general restored the Presbyteriansystem of
thoe Thurch’s organisation. Only in a fow Protestest countries,
where the royal power and prerogative gave a spocial bent to tho
Reformation me  =.-at. was the Presbyter form of the Church's
ministry and organization not adopted. Thus ihe Roformed
Church, in almost all lands save England, took the Presbyterian
form of Church Govelnment. Aand the Lutheran Church of Ger-
many, though contrasted with the Reformed Church i afew
minor points of doctrine and administration, is practically P'ros-
byterian. It holds the prieathood of all believers, the cquality cf
the clergy (or ministors) aud the union of mimsteraand laymen 1n
Church courts for the government of the Church. In common
with tho Preabyterian Church (strictly so-called) the Lutheran
Church also discarded prelacy and the figment of Apostolic succes-
sion as mediaval after growth, and as perilous to the trucapintual
succession of tho believing Church of God. ‘loe Presbyterian
Church thus includes the majority of National Churches of the
Protestant countricsof Europe as well as many of the Free
Churches throughout I'rotestant Christendom. Tho Huguenot
Church of France, with its tragioc story of valor and martyrdom,
the T7aldenses of Italy, tho Church of Switzerland, both National
and Freo, the Church of Holland with its glorious assertion of
ireodom, the Roformed Church of Germany and tho Rhino land,
the Protestant Churches of Bohemia and Huogary, are Presby-
verian.  In Scotland the Natiopal and Frce Churches, including
ovor 80 per cent. of the population, are Presbyterian. In Ulster,
Preabyterianism is the most living spiritual power. In all the
British Colonies it apreads. Of the Unitod States of America I
will speak lower dovn.

Evenin England, whore the Reformers were themselves bishopo,
and adopted the diocesan Episcopal form of Cihurch Goverment,
they withont exception, recognised the Preabyterian Choreh as a
truly Scriptural Church with a truly Apostolic ministry. In the
earlicst and best epoch of tho Puritan ago Presbyterianism was
adopted as the onc National Church of the Threo Ringdoms. In
thedark day of tho return of Charles II.and the Staart despotism
to power, tho Act of Uniformity drove from their parithes over
2000 of the best of England's elergy, men liko Richard Baxter and
the rest of the heroicband. Tho great majority of these were
Presbyterizn. Py a scries of cruel and repressive measures
Paritanism was trodden under, the Preabyteries forbidden to
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