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many men of mark from Methodism a serious

fact that demands some satisfactory explana-

tion. Good may be done by these changes, but
canthe Methodiss Churchatford suchdepletion ?
Though the itineraney is given as the chief

case of the dissatistaction, Dr. Curry seems

disposed to give a prominent place to an indi-

vidual restiveness ider the Joss of indepen- |

denee in a system where the power is centred
in the hands of a few, and the rank and file
of the ministry have few opportunities to
make their intuence felt i the attairs of the
Church.”  We may add, there are a growing
number of “loyal hearts and true " who are
standing neaver the light of carly apostolic
days, and tind *“the traditions of the seribes ”
a burden unbearable,
more of this yet in Canada; and if our Con-
gregational churches will but arouse them-

selves, shake off” the reproach of uncleanness -

and charlatanry, there is yet a future as
there has been a past. The race is not to the
swift, nor the battle to the strong, but to
those who

‘ 8tand ever in the light,
All rapture throngh and through
In God's most holy sight."”

There is to us a faith the faith of the gospel;
an organization, the organization of life: a
liberty which is the liberty of the truth, to
do, if needs be sutfer. for the loved Master
and His Word.

TharovGH the kindness of our friend Dr,
Hannay, the Engli<h Year Book, 1851-2, lies
before us. From it are vathered the following
items : There aie in Great Britain and Ire-
land 4.397 churches and 899 mission stations,
There ave also 589 churches in the colonies,
not including the churches sustained by the
London Missionary Soeciety in heathen lands,
where there are employed 152 English mis-
sionarics. 369 native ordained missionaries
and pastors, and 4679 native preachers, the

church members numbering 92,474, and native !

adherents 343,708, Of the churches in the
United Kingdom 2000 are under ordained

pastors, 38 are served by lay pastors, and |

there are 130 evancelists.  For the 308

churches without settied pestors, the serviees !

of 571 ordained ministers are to some extent
available. In the Metropolitan area there are
250 churches and 127 ission rooms.

We shall experience !

THE CANADIAN INDEPENDENT.

Ovr English friends seem to fight shy of
detatied statisties ; thuir Year Book atfords no
i eriterion of the state of membership, or of the
! comparative strength of the churches. The
"¥reshyterian churches are much more thor-
onugh in their eeclesiastical statistics, approach-
ing our owninfulness, as thefollowing synopsis
makes manifest: The Established Church of
Scotland reports 1,560 churches and preach-
ing stations ; 1,660 ministers and licentiates ;
communicants, 520,000. Raised for home
and foreign missionary purposes, £377,740.
The Free Chureh of Seotland : 1,006 congre-
gations, 1,634 ministers, 230,000 communi-
cants.  Foreizn Missionavy income, £75,600;
raised  for all church purposes, including
' missions, £3500,000. The Pnited Presbyterian
; Church: 349 congregations in Scotland and
I’Irclaml, and 387 ministers, with a church
membership of 173,982, Foreign missionary
income, £32,336; total Church income, £383,-
600.  The Presbyterian Chrreh of England:
272 congregationy and 7 stations, with 53,256
communicants ; 18 foreign misstonaries.  For-
eign missionary income, £12090. Total for
all church purposes, £203,630. There are
also 20 churches in England formed into four
presbyteries, in conncetion with the Estab-
lished Church of Scotland.

AKIN to this is the religious census of the
Globe, taken in Toronto on the tirst Sunday of
February, when the attendauce at the various
city churches was professedly counted. We
| xay professedly, having reason to belicve that

the larse congregations in some insiincees
were estimated, whilst the smaller would
readily be cownted. However, the geveral
Iresults may be aceepted as approximately
i correct, individual ervors balancing against
cach other. The estimated real attendance
for the entire city was 88,796, out of a popu-
lation of Sii 445, or nearly 45 per cent. The
! Roman Catholies head the list; the Anglican
Church comes next; then the Presbyterian,
Uollowed by the Methodists ; though if we
Cembrace the three bedies of Methodists in
i one enumeration, the palm belongs to them.

i The Baptists, with ourselves, follow at a wide
| interval.  ¥rom this 1t would scem Toronto
Unust needs be a religious city, or else some
| find “amusement ” and recreation in churches
which pander to a vitiated taste rather than



