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We close the volume with the wish that our subscribers and
their friends may have & Joyous Christmas and that the coming
year will be a better and & happier one for all our readers. We
hope they have all found the Canadian Journal of Fabrics worth
much more than the dollar asked, butif the subscriber has doubt
on this poiat, let the sccount be squared and the paperatopped.
Short accounts make long friends, and the proverb applies with
special forceto subscriptions. We will take it as a vote of con-
fidence from all who remit, and encouraged by this vote we willtry
to produce a better paper next year. The paper will now be
addressad by a printed label showing by figures the date to which
the subscriptionis paid; for example 11-3 means that the sub-
scription in paid to December, 1903. Subscribers changing their
addiess will please give old, as well as the new, address,

THE FUTURE OF THE WOOL SUPPLY.

As Canadian textile manufacturers ave large users
of South African wool, they will have a special interest
in that part of the Jmperial Commissioner’s report on
South African trade conditions bearing upon the pro
duction of wool in the Orange River Colony. Under
the old regime the Boers devoicu themselves almnst
exclusively to stock-raising, and it is estimated that
before the war there were 7,000000 sheep in that
colony, representing a clip of wool ecqual to 50,000
bales. The decimation, due to lack of pasturage and
the needs of Tommy Atkins' larder during the cam-
paign, was such that fo-day thereare probably not more
than 1.000,000 sheep, and the clip must he propor-
tionately less. According to the commissioner it will
take five or six years to re-establish the flocks and
herds, and in the interval the shortage of the South
African wool supply will continue. This condition of
affairs following closcly in the wake of the scrious
losses to the Australian wool growers caused by the
great droughts indicates that no reduction in the market
price of wool can be tooked for in the immediate future
unless a compersating increasc is forthcoming from the
Argentina. But cven if there should bhe a material
merease in the sup; 'y from there it would not compen
cate for the shortages of colonial wool if the suality
was inferior.

The Textile Manufacturer calls attention to the
jurther inroads being made into the supply of wool by
another factor, viz., the frozen meat industry.  Our
contemporary says: “It is now a few years since the
advances made in the methods of freczing mutton first
made their mark upon the wool trade. To the growth
of this new industry we are largely indebted for the
large proportion of cross-bred wool in our imports, for
sheep farmers now consider other points than thosc
connected with the flecce alone. In Australia and New
Zcaland the freezing establishments arc in full work,
and it is easy to sce that the busier they are the shorter
will be the future supplies of wool. There is at present
a phenomenal demand, not only for sheep, but for
lambs, for freezing purposes, and the demand seems to
be limited only by the supply. Just after a loug and
disastrous drought many pastoralists are in nced of



