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THE FUTURE 0F THE WOOL SUPPLY.

As Catiadian textile inialnufactutrer,- ire large tiserq

of South Africali wool, thcy wilI have a special interest

in that part of the liliperial Coiinînissioiier's report oni

South African tratde conditions bcaring tîpiun the pr(o

(luction of wool iii the Orange River Coloniy. 1-Jndclr

the old regiime the Boers devoýeu tlîeiulsvvcý alintiq

exclusively to stock-raising, and it ks eqtiiîna-tet that

before the war thcre wvCre 7,000.000 shçcri) il' titat

colony, represeniting a clip of wvool equal to 5o,ooo

l)alcs. TUic decinuation, due to lack, of pasttîragc and

the îîceds of Toiiunîy Atkius' larder during the eain-

liaign, wvas snicl that io-day there arc prohahly iot more

than 1.000,000 shicep, and the clip îiiiit liv prapor-

tioilately lcss. According to the coîiikSiqioiler it wvill

take five or si.x ycars to re-establisli the flocks and

herds, and ini the interval the shortage of the South

African wvooI supply will continue. TIhis condtion of

affairs following closely in the wake of the serions

losses to the Atistralian %'uol gruwvers catis'il hy tlite

great drought., indicates that nuo retititil iii thc market

prc of wool cani he lookc(l for in the inîniecliate futur(-

unless a coulip)eisating inicrease ks forthictutiiing frofni the'

Argetinita. But evex if there shotuld lie a iniaterial

increase in the sup; 'y froîn there it xwotîlil it tt uiuîwni

sale for the shortages o! colonial wool ii tht' .1 uatlitv

\vas inferior.

Tie Textile Manufacturer %talîs attentioin ti the

itirtîter inroads î>eing niadle into thc supply of wool by

atnother factor, viz., the frozen ineat indtistrv- Olur

contiporary says: *"It is iîowv a few years silice the

ad(vances niade in the nxiethods of freczdîxg niiton first

inade thecir mark upon thc wool trade. To the groiwth

of tbis new industry wc arc largely indebted for thc

large proportion of cross-brcd wool in our iniports, for

slieici fariners nloî consider other points than thosc

connected with thc flecce alone. In Australia and 'New

Zealancl the frczing establishmecnts arc iii full work,

aîîd it is easy to sec that the busicr thcy aire the shortcr

w~ill bc the future supplies of wool. There is at prescrit

a phienomenal deniand, not only for sheccp, but for

lai-abs, for freezing purposes, and the cciand t1)

he liiîuited oilly by the supply. Just afler a lonig asil

disastrous drouglit miany pastoralists are in tnerîl <il
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We close the volume witb tbe wish that 'dur subscribers and

îhçir friendu may have a Joyous Christmas a"d that lte caming

year vill be a bellot and a happier one for aIl aur readers. We

hope tbey bave &Il found the Canadian journal of Fabrict warlh

mucb more titan the dollar auked, but If the subscriber làa doubt

on tbis point. let tbe accaunt be squared and the paper stopped.

Short accoate maire long friends. andl the proverb applies wllb

special force to aubucriptiafla. We will take il sa a vote af con-

fidence from a&U wbo remit, andl encouraged by tii vote we wili try

ta produce a botter paper next year. The paper will nov be

adalfesmoa by a printeal label sbowing by figures the date t0 which

lte subecriptioti lu palal; for example 11-3 recans ltat the sub.

scription lu pald to December. 1903. Subacribers cbanglng titeir

addes wiii pleute give oid, as wel s the new, addreau.,


