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the chief obstacle to success on the part of the agent
wilj îot be reinoved.

Now, int cOliiteCtiot witli tlîis, the question arises,
Nvhletlier it nîay flot be possible that tie cotuipanies
materially retard so emnently desirabie a consulîumia-
tioli by layinig too luticii stress upon the investnient.
side of the business. The word Ilinvestnîe:ît Ili

nny xuinds savors soinewhat of luxury for the behoof
of those having surplus funids to dispose of, whercas
abolit Ilprotection"I ticre is a decided flavor of nieces-
sity. EHence the xîced perchance of a wvaring to cati-
vassers, and of the suggestion not to inakze "'tontine
profits I and IIbig rctiir is I too, proininient a feature of
their argument, especially for insurers of nioderate
meanls, for, afler ail, ft is tic existing risk tlîat carnies
conviction unless a ni be more of a speculator thani a
careful provider for the future. However this iinay be,
the fact reniains that the publie mid stili requires
Imucl, educating iii "'le lue of conviction as to the
practkai benefits of h.-e insurance, and we îîîay weil
beievethat there is ample scope for the xiost encergetic
and intelligent Ilmissionary work" for year:i yet to
corne, iii the way of inducing people to promp tly act
as Ivell as to theoreticaily believe.

E.D.TAPEISM I PAYING DEATHI CLAIMS.
Just at this tinie, wvlien the liberal conditions incor-

porated in the lîfe iiisirance policy are ciainling a good
deal of attention, it may be in order to inquire a little
into wvlmýt soute of the companies require iii the way of

proofs of loss wvhen the iîîsured dies. It is perfectly
obviaus that the simpiest formns of proof, compatible
with showing that the man is actually dead, are ail tîtat
ouglit to be asked. As a mile, the certificate of the at-
tending physician, the officiating clergynîai, and soine
xellknowvn citizenx conipletely covers tîxe case, and the
nequireinent of aily other proofs is siniply iii the nc.ture
of a ghastly impertinence. And yet, thcrc are suinle
companies which furnîshi fornîs to, be Q:lled out whicli
&val the red tape processes of Dickens' circunilocution
office.

\Ve happen to know tîvo cases wliere two promlinent
companies miade it aboiit as liard for the beneficiaries
atxufriends of the dead mien to comply with the red-tape
requisitions ofproof ns to estabiislî a dlaim to an entail.
ed estate situated in a forcign country. In both cases
the deceascd we-e pronlinent anu well-knowil citizens
of this city, wlîo died ait their homes after a somnewiat,
protracted ill'xcss. In one case the company required
cetificates flot only froni attending physician, clcrgy.
man, and friend of deceased, but actually wvanted cen-
tificates, from ail the doctors wvho had attended hii i
recet years, though no question wvhatever hiad beeti
raised by anybody as to the mener of bis death. Iii
the other case, au equally plain one, the company 's
" ries " required ahl the above, and, further, thaithei
eceipt from premiums on the policy for cvery yecar of

ils existente should be furnished, and actually higglcd
over the niatter for three or four weeks, to the disgust
of ail acquaintances and friends. In the lighit of sucli
outages-for they are nothing less-it is quite tinie to.
tak a ltte about resonable and:decent re4ý1atioq

for the paymient of policies %%,lien a muan is dcad.',w'elj
as abouit liberal provisionîs for lus convenience w~hule
living.

We are tiot hiere talkiiîg of exceptioual cuscs iviiene
suspicions circiuistances or obscure sunnouindings exist,
and whili inay justify coînpanies iniinîaking excep).
tional. requirenielîts, but of the inety-inie cases iii
every hutndred with wliiclî cotupanies have to do, and
wliere Uic siînplest forais of identification anc ail suffi-
-ieîît. «e -arc glad to, kixow that: a good ilialy coin-
panies require oniy suicli proofs as are rcally nccessary,
aîîd the sooner soine otiiers abanîdoni their present
inquisitorial practices tie better it wvill be for then.

TUE NATIONAL ASSOCIATION Or, LrxE
UNDERWRITERS.

In an article spealzing of the truc significaxice of the
existenîce of Uic above organizatioui which incts ncxt
wveek iii New York, tue hzszurance Post of Chicago ]lits
the nail on the lîead iii the followviiig:

Here wve have a itovenient spriîigilug froni aiiong the
life agenîts, thosc arteries of the great life isru.
body, aîîd wvhat gond iîîay it îîot accomiplisît, if wisely
directed! The purpose of the association is, or ouglit
to be, reforniation ; to gatiier ail thiose %îýlio arc seiiing
life insurance inito otie liarnoniouis body, 50 that al 1
shall bc aniinated by a coiiiîiîoî desire. Sonie wlio are
iniclinied to be rcactionary say tlîat this is coiîining.
at tue wvrong end ; tiîat mn onder to be effectuai, thc
refonni should. coulc front Uic conîpauies. rhough
tîxis be desirable, -mc are of the opinion tiiot it xvill bc
.ully as effectuai fronit tue agenits. 'flicultirnate powcr
of any rcforiiî is fromi the people, and if thiese thousands.
of life agents, eacli iii his .vn spliere, teacli and prac-
tice righit inetiods, it wil ii ot be long before the people
ivili ixot tole;ate any otiien. The first stcp to bc accorni
plished wvas the establishmnent of a fraternal féee,-g
among the agents. It is impossible to figlit a battie
effectively with raw recruits; tlîey mnust be tauglit coui-
fidence in cac, other and iu their comnîiîder. This
pnimaryý object. lias beenl atêaine-d, and the troops are
ready for înarclîiîg orders. 'flic agenits know ecd
other and are w'illing to work together. 'fhey have
learned tlînt meii iray bc genitlemein aîid conipetitors at
tîte samne tinie.

Ticsc years have been a sort of West Poinît drill,
but iiow Uic tintie lias conle for actioni. Vth comnig
mîeetinîg lias an opportuîîitv for advanccd work. It
mîay seek ont sonie of the unisoutid places, and like a
skillful surgeonl, reniove ilhem. It caîx say wvith uîîited
voice, tlîis îîîctlod is prejudiciai to tic cause of life
insurance. It cati encourage the local associationti.
the details of inakziug its work more effective. It cati
etîforce the trutlî tlîat lic wlio is mnost loyal to correct
niethods iii getteral wvill bc tue bcst agent for his owîi
conîpany. 'flic itiotto slîould be, for fle ixîsuratîce and
the individual coiîîpany, wvitli life inisu rance first cvery
ti!ne.

TVienl, the poiver w'ieided by tlîis comning meectinig,
yvorking along the Unes incdicated, wvill be alinost
iinîasurable. A îniiglity arnîy spcakiîg as one nian,
saying to thc world citd tlîc conîpanes, we stand for
correct xnethods, for tnîe life inburaxîcc, and wvc Nvil

Carr out our belief iii loyal efforts for omîr conîpaîlies.
Tik you tîxat s,-icl a voice ivili lonîg remain un-
heeded? If tixis co' xeuîtion shall take such a stand, it
can accompiish a grect deal. If, on the contrary, Lt
merely salves itself wvith good intentions, then indeed
is reform siain in the house of its professed friends.


