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PASTORAL LETTEZR.

Wo publish the following very able
astoral lotter of his Qrace Arc
ishop \Walsh, which he wrate whon
Bishop of London It was largely
quoted in our leader of lust woek, but
its solid argumonts wund touching
thoughts will bear repotitirn ond be
usoful readibg during this month of
the dead Fr Carn Remoaren
To tha Cleryy, Reivyicns and Laity .S

the Diucese, Hewlth and Benedition

l'n "ll‘ "ﬂ'll-

Dearur Berovkn Bagtunes .

Thoe approach of tho month of No.
vember, with ita ** All Souls Dy, 18
for us an approprniate occasion for
addressing you on the consohng and
salutary dootrine of Pargatory and on
the duties of pinty eud charity towards
tlto faithful doparted, that spring from
it.
month to s
who have

order the better te attune our minds
to solemn thoughts of death and to
touch and move our bearts with the
sacred memories of those who have
gons buefore us. November is the
gravo-yard of the year. The withered,
fallon leaves; the naked treos; the
hush and siienco of the woods; the
dark, short melancholy days; the
moamug winds, that seem lhke the
dirgo of nature over its departed glories
and 1ts prosent sad desolations—all
these charactenstics of our November
strongly urepress the mind with
thoughts of deray and death. They
remind us that, n the language of
Seripture. ** All tlesh 18 grass and all
the glory tharcof as the flower of grass;
the grass 18 withered apd the flower
is fallen,"—Ils. xl., 6. They tel1 us
that, 10 the words of the Psalmst,
+ In the mormng man shall grow up
hiko grass, in the morming be shall
flourish and pass away; in the even-
mg he shall fall, grow dry and
wither.,"— Pralms Ixxxix., 6. The
Holy Churoh takes up these voices
and warnings of nature, and, blendiog
them with her own, teackes her clil-
dren that, at this season of the year,
they shall occupy themselves with
salutary thoughts concerning death
and the dead; that, mindfal of the
certainty of their own death one day,
they should not forget those who have
gone hefore them, but should, by
yers and almsdeeds, and especially
y the oblation of the holy sacrifice of
the Mass, seek to bring them aid and
refreshment and to hasten their ad-
vent into that eternal rest and ever-
lasting light and unending and perfect
happiness which are enjoyed in the
Kingdom of God. For there is a
place of punishwment in the next life,
whers some souls gaffer for a time be.
fore they can go to Heaven, and these
souls may be helped and relicved by
prayera, alms-deeds and other good
works.

For us Catholics there can be no
doubt about the doctrine of Purgatory,
for it is a defined article of cur faith
that there is a middle state in the next
life, whore some souls are datained for
s shert time belore they reach their
immortal and happy destiny, but it is
usefal to show that this, hke all the
other doctrines of the Church, is in
strict accord with right reason and in
perfagt hermony with the revealed
word of God.

In treating this question we must,
for the. prover understanding of it, lay
down ocertain preliminary propositions:

We will premise by stating that
overy sin is not mortal, and does not
deserve oternal punishment, according
to the laws of divine justico ; but that
there are less griovoue sins which are,
from their -nature, venial, and do not
destroy grace and charity ; and 1t is
to. such the Bonpture refers when it
declares that the just man falls seven
times. Hence, the just can traly use
the words of the Lord's prayer : **For-
give us our trespasses.” St. John

! declares that if we say we have no sin, |

| nod w us.

| ohao., Our L

| *for every idlo word wo o
shall render an accuunt on the day of

Jocoso lio wora equal n gravity to tho

The Cburch, in consecrating tins |
o1al devotion for those |
ted i Chnst, seems o |
have formed an allianco wirth nature in |

'to forgiven grievous sing.  But, since

we deeeivo oursclves, and the truth is

16t Epis, 8t. Jobn, 18t
imrﬂ oven assuros us that
cak, wo i

judgment,”  (Matthew, ochap, 12.)
Would it not bo monstrous, for in
stance, to essert that tho telling of a

horrible crime of parricide, or the
shameful ain ol adultry, and that it
deserves a hiku punishment 2 Henoo,
BL. Augustine says that, ** for tlhiose
daily, transiont and venial offonocs,
without which this lifo Is not lived,
the daily prayers of the faithful
satiefy."

Wo must, in the second place, pro
miso that, oven when GQod pardons
tho truly ponitent the oternal punish

the noxt, amﬁmnco the necossity of |

Purgatory, or a g}nco of punighmont
in she othor lifo, whorosomo souls suffor
for a timo bofore thoy can go to Heaven.

We now come to tho Borptural

roofs of this dontrine,  In the Bucond

ook of Machabees (xii, 46} it is ro-
lated that tho heroio and pious Judas
Machabous cent 1,200 drachmas of
silver to Jerusalem for saoriflces to bo
offered for hia soldiers slain in battle,
and tho Inspired writor, commenting
on this fact, sags. It is thereforo o
holy and and a wholesome thought to
ray for the doad, that thoy may be
ovosed from their sins.” Now, il
would bo porfectly useless to pray for
tho dend if thoy wore in Honven, and
worso than ascloss to pray for them
were thoy condemned to otorpal tor-
ments. Thoio mast be, therefors, in

world to como.” Thess words mani
festly imply that sins may be forgiven
in the world to come, and, thorofore,
there must bo a middle place wherin
this forgiveness could bo meted out,
a8 jt could pot take place in cither
heaven Jr holl, und this is tho mean
ing which the Holy Fathers, with o
:tﬁking unonimity, attach to this
oxt.

Tho last scriptural aathority to
whioh wo shall call attention in proof
of a widdlo place, ot purgatury in the
noat life, is taken from St. Faul's 1at
opistle to the Conintlusns ., 1815,
whero the apustlo says. ~* Tho day of
tho Lord shiall Lo revealed by fire, and
that fire shall try evory man's work,
of what sortitie, If avy man's works
abido, he shall receive a roward, If
any man's worke bu Lurnt, he shall

mont due to mortal sin, Ho does not | the bolicf of tho inapired writer of this | suffer loss, bat ho Limaclf shall be

alwaya forgive cortain temporal chas
tisements which remain to be endured
or espiated by the forgiven sinner.

Uur first porents disobeyed the com
mand which God gave them—thoy
sinned. God pardoned their sin, but
oh ! how terrible wero tho temporal

umshments mnflicted on that ain?
;J).‘hey were banished from Paradise
and werv condemned to death, and
that sentence of death comprised all
their posterity. By tbeir ein thore
came nto the world pestilonces, |
famines, plagues, wars, sickness and
death. Moses and Aarun, for having |
sinned at tho water of contradiation
by want of confidence, were never per
mitted to cnter the promised land,
and though Moses feasted hia eyes
upon its beauties, yet, as a temporal
pumishment of his sin, be was never
allowed to sut his fool apon its soil.
David, than whom there was never a
greater ponitent, offended God. The
prophet of the Lord was sent to him.
He confessed his sin, exclaiming, ** I
have sinned agamst the Lord." The
Erophet. said to him, ** the Lord also
ath taken awnﬁ thy sin, thou ghelt
not die, nevertheless, because thou
hiast given occasion to the enemies of

the Lord to blaspheme, for this thing
the child that 18 born thee shal: sursly
die.” There remsins, therefore, &
temporal punishment due even to for-
given sin.

We should also understand that no
sin, according to God's ordinary pro-
vidence, can or will be forgiven with-
out satisfying, asto all the punishment
due to 1t, tho laws of divine justice.

Now, it can happen, and it too often
happens, that the just depart from this
Iife still stamned with venial gins, or
bound by the debt of the temporal
punishment yet duoe for mortal sins
forgiven, as to their guilt, and the
sternal punisbment due to them.

Men die suddenly m many ways—
some by Leart diseeso, cthers by
apoplexy; some are found dead m
their beds; others are killed by ac-
cident on traing or steamboats—and
thus have not time to repent of venial
sing, and die stawned with their guilt.
It 15 certain that the number of souls
who thus die 1in venial sin, or who have
not discharged the temporal punish-
ment due mortai sin forgiven, 18 very
great. No sin shall go uupunished ;
unless it be punished by the sinuer
himself, by penanco, it must bo pun-
ished by God, who is offerded. Divine
mercy does not wiolate the rights of
oternal justice, but respects and con-
gerves them. Hence, whilst it forgives
the gmlt of sin and the eternal punish-
ment doe to it, it does not abzolve from
the debt of temporary punishment to
be undergone 1n order to satisfy justice.
Now a9 nothing defiled can ever enter
the kingdom of Heaven, and no debt
of punishment due to sin can coexist
with eternal beatitude, it necesserily
follows that, bofore the imperfect can
onter Heeven, they must bo purged
from the gteins of venial sing and from
the debt of temporal puunishment due

this doss not always take placs in this
life, 1t must necessarily take place n

bouk of Soripture, an intermediato
place, where, in the next life, somo
gouls arc dotained, and who may be
looged from their sinaby pieus prayers
and suffrages, I am awaro that non

Catholics contend that this Second
Book of Machabees is not canonical
Heriptuce, but the very same aathe:l,

from which we hold the wholo Caron
of Scripture, namely, the authority of
the Catholic Church, holds this also
to be canonical and inepired Scripture.
But, admitting, for argument’s sake
that it ia not canonical, it must be ad
mitted, at all events, to be perfeotly true
and roliablo history. It, therefore,
proves that, amongst the Jews the
poople of God— in those days the belief
prevailed that some of the doparted
dead could be relieved and locsed from
their sins, and the penalties of their
sins, by prayer and sacrifices , and this
could not be the case if, bee’des the
Heaven of the saved, and the hell of
the damned, there did not exist an in.
termediate place of expiation for somu
souls ere they could reach their im

mortal and final destmy in Heaven.
Our Lord, who came to teach the
truth and to point out the errors and
corruptions that had crept into Jewish
belief and prectice, would bave cun-

i demned this doctrine wero it not trus,

but, so for from doing so, he confirms

.it. It is of this prison, according to

the Holy Fathers, our Lord speaks
when he says (Luke xii., 5, 9):
*Thon ghalt not depart thence till
thou hast paid the last farthing.” In
the parable of Dives and Laczarus, our
Lord tells us that the Iatter, after bia
death, was carried to tho bosom of
Abrsham. Now, what place was thig ?
It conld not biave been Heaven, for no
one could enter Heaven before ihe
death of Christ, nor could it have been
hell, for then the prayer of Dives to
Lazarus would have been without
meaning or purpose. It must, there-
fore, have been that middle place in
which tho souls of the just of the old
law wore detained unti} nfter the death
and resurrection of Christ. xvi:, 22.)

Again, in First Epistle of Peter (ii.,
19), we read . * Christ died for our
sing, being put to death in the flesh,
but enlivened in the spirit, in which,
also, coming, he preached to those
spirits that wero in prison.” Now,
what was this prison? It was not
surely the hell of the damned, but that
hell or prison of which the Apostles’
Creed speuks, in which were detained
tho souls of God’s servants who died
before Ckrist, and to whom the
Baviour came to aunounca the glad
tidings of their liberation and of their
eternal salvation. It is of those spir-
its the scripture speaks whon it
says of Chrigt that, sscending on high,
Ho led captivity captive (Chap. 4, v.
8), that is, he ireed from the captivity
of their prison the patriarchs, prophets,
and just of the old law, and led them
in trinmphant entry irto heaven on
the day of the ascension.

Jar blessed Lord and teacher {olls
ug in Matthow (chap. xii., 82). ¢ That
he that shall sposk against the Holy

Ghost the sin shall not bo fargiven.
“him, nather in this world nor in the

saved yob so s by fire.” Hore tho
apostle druws o distinction botween
porfeot works done in charity, which
stand tho test of fire, and bring ro-
wards to their autLors, and imperfect
works and venisl sins, which are
burnt by purgatorial fires. whilst theix
guthors are saved by thuse purgatorial
res.

The genurail counail of Florence,
held in 1488, and 1z which the Greok
sud Latn churches were anited,

{ teaches that these words are to be
| underatood of tho fices of Purgatory,

and so do all the Greck and Latin
Fatners, and the coustant tradition of
the Church. .z fact, the unbroken
tradition of tuo Casholic Church, and
of 8li the Chastiun ages dowa o the
aizceenth century, testifies that a
bunief in & muddle state of purgatonal
explation 1n the next life was a duc-
trine of Christan faith ficmly, con-
stantly and universally held and acted
upon. The east and west, the north
and south—in other words, the ani-
versal Ohurch of Chnst, from the ear-
hiest ages downwards, held and taught
the doctnine of purgatory and the
farther and co-relative dootrine that
the souls detained therein could be
asaisted, relieved and freed by prayers,
almsdeeds and by the unbleody sacri-
fice of the altar, Hende, the Council
of Tront, basing its teaching on the
word of God and tho unanimous tradi-
tion of the Christian agoes, defined and
decreed that + there 18 & Purgatory,
and that the souls there detained are
holped by the suffrages of the faith{ul,
but cluefly by the acceptable sacrifice
of the altar.” And tlus brings us to
the consoling doerine that those pri-
soners of hope may be helped, relieved
and freed from their purgatorial prison
by our prayers, nlmsdeeds and other
good works, but chiefly by the holy
sacrifice of the Mass, No dootrine of
our holy religion has more undeniable
proofs of its antiquity than this of the
duty of praying for the dead in Christ,
and the benefits they derive fro this
holy sacrifice. No proof of the exis-
tence of & middle state could be more
convinaing than this of the onfailing
tradition and practico of the Church.
Of what use, without the existence of
a middle state, could be prayers for
the dead? ‘T'hey could be no use to
the just in heaven, for as St. Augus-
tine says, ** he who prays for a martyr
does injury to the martyr;" of none to
the dumned, for out of hell there is no
reiemption. Tertullian, who lived in
the age next to that of the apostles,
speaking of a plous widow, says:
«She prays for the soul of her hus-
band, and begs rofreshment for him.”
Bt. Cyprian, in the following age, is,
in soveral pages of bis writings, a
witness to this belief and practice of the
Church in hisday. As far backasthe
fourth century, Bt. Cyril testifies that
it was tho cuatom to pray for thoso who
had doparted tius hfe, believing it to
bo a great assistance to those sonls
for whom prayers ara oifered while
the holy and tremendous sacrifice is
going on.” 8St. Chrysostom, who
flourished within threo hundred years
of the age of the apostles, writes .s




