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TRUTHFUL ANNIE.
BV FRANCIS FOIIIESTER, ESQ.

" Wuirsîu's nmv kiulfe? Have von seen my knile,
Annie ?" s:id Quînibv, ithe fislier-mani, t( i lis obtu-itcr
one evening as mlle cailue 11 o ira the slIar(-of filue
cave to flic (100iway of lier cata I( I <uie.

No, huatîter," suid A aie,, I lua veuit su-a i.'
NoNv Aitutie va-s vem-v iumucli iii te habit of' takîuue

tliing-s froni thie louse to the beaeh amni le;îving theit
thieme wlîen slie was tîmed of pl:ving îvîth tlia.
'l'lie fire -shovel, thte boe, thie lianunierl, thîe brom i,
lier littie cricket, and 1 don't know luow many otliet-
things, laid at various timies been sa left. Indtej,
Boule Of ber motliei"s liotiseliolul utensils liad been
ivaslied out to sea througli Anniie's habit of takio
t1liem OuIt o Play uith amni Ilen fargetting to return
tliii to tlîeir pI)aces. You need flot w-onder, Ilitre-
foi-e, tliat lier fatlier suspected lier of liaving tiken
luis knie. Ilie seeinecd, in truthi, to be sur-e of it; for
after lieari- lier denial, lie said:

"Are you sure, <quite sure, (-ldit dot voit hiaveu't
taken my knite dowvn ta lte e aîIi ami Iît it t ileue
as usuaî '

Yes, ujlite sure, as sure as 1 cuiie,'reliedili-
nie, I îîslîiug as sîie cal led ta nilma I tue maany- tIi igs
slie liad Ieft tht-ie ut diffi-rent tiliies.

ler ýtIler iistaîk Ithe iiieainuii,.af thte I usit on
lier eliies. lie tliitîulit it wvas a Ma:rk af urui t-
tîtat Aimi- laild last Ili., kul mi as teîlinig a lie
ii tile lieir fatijt. I ulauît tlîiak lie diui righit to

itj(tlier, l'or Auniie Ilia neyer heci kua11wmi to tell
ai lie. But lie w-as iii an iIl-liuui)r jîmst Iluen, because
lie w:unteul tao-e thue knitè on thie net lie is niend-
iing. And i ll-liuîou-, yoiî knaw, lîrings in:iny othe
evil feeling(s withi it. lileuce, witli a 11111e sternine.s
la lus tolue, lie saisi

"Camne lie! Let mie look at your tomîgue !

Naw Alitiie laid been tauglit tii believe tie fioilislî
and flîlse notion thaI if a (1111(1tîuîd a lie a l)iiulI
WOUuuld ise oamiht(M.l B- tkiowilicg sue xas in-
nacent, suie Stel)lect boldlîy Up 10 lier tltier's kiiees,
sliiit lier e.yes, ani put out lier tangue.

"There is a pimple on it, Annie,"1 said lier father
holding up bis hand, "la large red one. You have
certain] v told mle a lie."1

Analie drew back, opened lier eycs, and looking,
lier f atiier fully in the face, replied:

Inu~,fatier, I hiavcn't Seen your knife to-day.i."
Fishiernian Quinmby could not doulît tlîat Ibmn

voice, nor thiose clear bine cyes wluicli gazed so
earnestlv at Iilmi. 0f course , lie knew thje piniple
notion to be a (leception, gotten up in the olden
timie hy foa)isli people for the purpose of frigbten-
jflr their chljdren inito t'.hling the trutb. IL vas a
verv qucer andl a v-eîy wicked notion to invent one
lie for thn- l)iii1)ose of discovering anothier. I tbink
the e isliernian felt asliamed for hiaving ulsed it to
frighîlten biis trutlî-telling child, for lie resuiined bis
w-ork on tiie net, nîîîttcringr

Jt's verv odd about thiat knifc !"
As the fishiermian w-as taking up bis net bis band

struck against souaething blard ina the corner of bis
jackct-pocket. Hie feit it. It ivas bis knitè. It bad
ivor-ked throughl a liole in the ])ocket and liad lodgred
i wvecn the lining and the clotlî of thie coat.

WstAnnie -lad, and di dn't bier langb ring mer-
rilv out on the air Mlien slie saw lier flîtlier take out
lus ku1iifetbink you ?She Nwas glad, indecd, for the
kiaife w-as proof of lier innocence. Wasn't lier fâtiier
a littie asliamied and not a littie sorry for baving

Su-'i(-edls Annle ?Ile as, and lie felt stili woî-se
wlien lus chiili sai(l:

Fatiier, (lan't little girls wlio neyer tell lies have
lpimplles on tlîeir tangues soinetinues ?"

Fi-uherinan Quiniby took Aniie into lis strong
armis and presscd lier inost lovingfly to bus broad
breast. lie tiien t01(1lber tlînt tîte sayiagr about the
pimiple wvas a miei'c scarecrow ; tîmat tlucre wvas noth-
ing iii it but a foolishi falsch-Iood ; tluat lie laid donc
Nv-roa(ri in using it ; tlîat luis Annie vas lus swectcst

sand dear-est treasure on earth, and tliat lie lio])e(
slie w-oultl alwavs dling to the truth as the liiui1 et
(10e5 to the rock.

This, of course, miade Annie fecilihappier tbian
('ver. If lier exanîple shiould inake vou resolve on
dlie one lian(l fot to be so tlîouiglîtless as slite mas in
leaving things about, ani on the otîter hiand to love
the truili and stick to it, my storv ill not ]lave
luec writen la vain. Wilxou nuake sueli rtsolu-
tions ? You Nvill ? Very goo(l 1 \ay God lieîl) you
ta keep it thea ' May you be a thouglitful, nierry,
trutli-telling child

M1ARY ATCHISON.
NOT many years ago a little girl eleven years oId,

nanmed M1ary Atebison, mighut have been seen on a
cold, stormy -%rinter's evening walking tbrougli the
streets of iNew York witli a smnall bondIe under lier

5arin, apparently seeking for slelter. Many -a weary
stel) sîte took, not knowving whiere to go inor whbat to
do. No door would open at lier ring ta admit hier-
ta thie ebeerful warntb and conîforts of a hiomie. At
length shue turned into a newly erected building aud


