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suppose by your letter that you had spent
yeas in the mission field, you havre se tbo-
roughly before yoar mind, snd that accu-
rately,eour difficulties ber., and te boit
way cf meeting and overcoming ihea. It
seemu-to b. the most difficult thing in the
world te gai persons-aYeu thosa most
deeply iiiterested i's fbraigu missions-to
ndruotand, aven in the siightest degrea,
the stae of matters ont borze. Front the.
time of my landing ini Nova Sootia tdll the.
time of my sailing again for the Iulanda, 1
lertured or gave short addrasaes on the sub-
jaci about five Auradred times, besides pri-
vate enaversatiena withon, namber, laitton
in the Record, &c. ; and yet 1 amn surprised
bei und meaura te find, in quarters 1 littie
dreamed of, mach a want of accurate knov-
ledge. This bas ledl me te think that auburn
ome cf our Meinde visit the~ islands, and re-
aide sme time among the natives, and have
ebîrgetof a mission station, they eau know
but le aither of the. field or the work.
Ycar lester, hovever, Wei the Most hoxait
thing 1 have yet seau fromn home; and per-
haps when te wild ideas our frienda have
so cftan formed of the field, of the kind cf
material wo have te work upon, and cf the
kind cf work va pr--m, aboli give place
te idesa hut upen the facts of the case,
then we mgsnad in makring curselves
geaarally uaderutood

Mission work oui bere is voiy bard
vcrk; it in aloo dry work ai tînes, and al-
ways difficult, up-bill, thankiesi, laboricus,
disharening, and almosi hopeless work.
Ofeen your fairast hopes are bIigtd, and
ail your liber seemsauseless. The hearis
cf eh heathan are se hard-uhey have &ucL
a hear-batred of the Gospel-wo their
minds it bringe ne " glad tidings"-it is flot
the Gospel of tbeir wisbes, tboagb, indeed,
'tis the Gospel cf tbeir needs. They are
perfectly content te live on in their own
old ways ; they lika the old paths cf enl in
vhich (rom turne immemorial they have
bee accustomad te valk. They feai bea-
thenismn ne burdaa-aay, they like it-ts
their delighe; revengo, sweet revenge, gars
foul rein, blood fer blood, and the more the
better. Mercy, te themn, meéns cowardice;
forgiveneas is weakn.ss, and characteristac
of women anid children; but revenge is
nianly, aud if &en men waylay and kili co
mxin, tey ane called berces.

Bui, on the other baud, there is mach te
encourage. Wbat tii Gospel bu accom-
plished, it is stdll a" te accoeplish. The
Gospel cf Jésus Christ has accowplisbad
ches thatno ceher*ncy ceuld. Even
ini ibis greup cf Islande what marvallous
changes bath kt wroagbe!f Men on Ansei-
yam, Aniwa, Eremanga and Fate, vho
vwere ai one Urn. more in nature lika wild

besa than like rational men, are new
peacefai sud pcace-lovîng, mobar men, and
leving Christians. There is mach to en-
courage miasionîries, viowing it in this
lighî; snd oh I there is much to entourage
us (rom the Bible seand-point, "'Bat as

maly as I hive, ail the earth ahal be filled
Wiuh the glorr cf the La>.

Wben, again, a fcw beauhen do corne in,
andl joina the Christian pariy, how the mis-
sionary is encearagaýd t Andvhcn he con-
traits evea the. face cf the weakeat Chris-
tian on his island, with the hbst mien among
the heathon, the contrast is ver y markad
iadaed in favorofChristianisy. The Chris-
ii.in natives muet ba viewed as a whole, or
wa do thern injustice. If they have teir
weak points, sud thera la ne doubi îbey
have, mdil i is equilly irue that îhey have
their good p oints. Pcrhaps, however, it is
net e une the wemkness cf teair Chris-
tiauiey, as or ovn errer in expecting te
find among tham »e high a type cf Chris-
tianity a&l at once. They have baue ifted
op e o f saeh dcep pics, that it is anfar te
judge uheru, exoept in viev cf the depihs
from which they bave beau takea. tIis
vcry trying, I must say, to discover
the. remnains cf reveuga, decekt, disboacsty,
uatruîhfulaass and superstition ameag
the vr bast Christians ou Eromanga;
bat perhapi, like othars, 1 arn inciued, te
expect toc much (rom the poor natives,
who are ai jet onlv babas in Cbristianity.

Yoa mav fe surprisad te notice, by tbe
beading cf ibis letter, thatve are on Tanna,
sud net on Eromanga; but ona word will
explain. The state of Mrm Boberuson's
health ae present renders it nercssry that
va shoaid cone haro or go te sme other
iilaud for a time.

W. were vr busy at house-bailding
for se% end months bafore comiag away, and
did ai. in car power te make prepara-
tien for car coming by settiing, and aftar-
'afd! visitiug teschans, and giviug charge
cf the wock te teachars aud chiefis. Ail
ibinga bcinag raady, and a fine able boat's
crew being uad, va started, in cur
heur-tic Ya-uaYarra-alt 6 a. m., on
Weduesday, NMirember 26th, aud ai mid-
nighistrrivad ût Port Resoluion. (Mr.
Nailsen's Staties, 1 The day vas very,
mary bot, and we* had very littie wind,
but what litile va bail wa u aor *avor.
We puiiad tha first four ~'r.thtn goi
up both ale aud roui acrosa under the
lea cf Taana, then pttliad again wo te
barber, ir giad iadaed to gai eut cf the.
boat and it 1fr. Neilson's bouse te rest.
Hmare renined tili Friday, a then
came round te the place vhere I amn vriting
ibis latter, aud distance cf oniy iveive miles,
tbcagh from Eremanga va came a distance


