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W"e r--gret tu Itarn that Earitown is now

whcîily dtstiLute uf î-eligious servicesq, except
ws occnsionaly supplied by the I>resÈyrel-ies.
The U2. P. L. 1'. congregation has iecome
,tacant liy the dtath of the Rev. L. McDon.
iild. The Kirk congregation by the transla-
tion of the Rev. Nlr. N1cMi11ian to Sait-

%pigi Vhile the latter %tas lirencltio" bis
!faren-ell sermons in the Chutrchits, the former
%vas in a sutl more in1pressive mriner preach-
irpg his on a death-bed. Seldom lias
such a coincidence been kiiovn as that two
congregations worshi 'pping on alternate Sali.
batha ini tHe saine church, shoutd lie depriv.
ed of theïr pastors in one day. Surely it is
malter for qeriouq reflection *for those uport
vçhomn so dark a Cloud lowers.

1PRV. MI. MCWILLIAM writes to say ivith
1regard to the A:Ucoiinte wvith the Homne M.,is.

.q'n in Fcliruarv number of the Record:-
' The note inset ted ini the debit aiide of tme
]'ictou accounit, page 38, should have heen
ibrinteci nt the end of the account with the
1-1,mp 'iso and inîtnediately before those
,ý'itli the Lay Attici-tioni. The rame remark
bas to lie made ist r,-gard tn the note thrust
loto the middlc of the account with the Pictou
Lay A5sociatton ut the foot of page 39, it
(,houId have appeartd at the end of the whole
statenien t.

We have merely to explain that the mnde
adopted was simply for the purpose of l)re-
ýventin o m0nuch biank space, which reacters
generaily do flot like to sec. We trust MNr.
AecVi1tiaxn wil lie satisficd with the explana-
tion.

--

S EL EC T Il0N S

Chastening Love.

As m-iny as 1 love I rebuke and Chasten. 11ev.
iii. 19. 1 have chosen thee in the furnace of
affliction. Isaiali xlviii. 10.
D)o the weli-knuwn tones of a motber's

voice bush the clîild asleep, that lias been
atartled froin its coucli by utiquiet dreams?
'These tn'o Ilthouglits of Ced," the voice of
our :I-eavenly P>arent, may welt luit our
tussed spirits to rest, and lead us to pillow
our heads in confiding acquiscence in bis
holy will.

ihere are times indeed, 'wlen, d1e,,Pite of
betier convicio-i and a truier phitusopby,
our own thouglb'à are mingled witli guilty
doubts, unworthy surmiseai, regarding the
rectitude of the IDivine dealina. IVa are
led to saa or t) think wvith aed Ja2ob, "lAit
these thitigs P-rc against mec ;" lucre can lie
no kindn<'ss or faithfulness, aurely, in 8ucli a
sorrow as titis? PI Yes," is the repty of the
Divine Cha8tener, Ilthat trial, with ail its
apparent rueverit), is a thouglit of my love-
;à proof end pedbe of my interest iii tby welt-

lieing. In tiseee fierce furnacfices3 1 bave
cliosers Ilie; in these 1 wiLt keep thee; froni
tiiese I w<ili britig tlîee forth à vessel rc.fined
and fitted for the Master's use." "1 Ibat thi8
affliction is unspeaka>le love," mays onie who
"lould write fromi the depîlis of experience,
si b ave to doubt ; hecause lie %lio bas sent
it is no new frit-sid, but a tried and a preei.
as one." Il The afflictionti 'vitb tvhich '<ve

aro i-isitedl," suS s atioîher, *n re so many
notes in whvich God says, ' 1 bave rot ftorg*..
ten you.' " He sils as refiner of bis owni
furnace, tempering the fury of mie flanies.
l'le 9humaiz paretnt, ini meeting out clata8ise-
ment, may act at times capticiously, guide-d
by wayw<ard impul>te; Il but lie for our
profit, tbat we may be made partakers of his
hotiness." Heli. xii, 10. Ithet. surely, the
acutest discipline, the hardest strokes of the
m1(d, tban to lie left utichecked asot unre-
claimed in our career of worldiness, furizet.
fulness, and sin, God uttering that severest
%word, il Why sbotild ye bue 8trieken anv
moreP ye wilt [otv] revoit more and more,")
Isaiab i. 5. As if ie had said, Il Whv sbould
I any longer 'îbhink' of you, or attempt tu
ree'aim )on P My vrartings and remnon-
strances we in vain) Il 1 wil! returti to rny
place ; I will £ give 3ou up.'"' 0 nîost fear-
ful of ebastisements? '<'hen God's loving
thouglits, and patient tbouglits, and forbear.
ing thouglits, are exhausîed, anîd when cor
.Qtuliborn unhelief brings hlm to utter the
drom oi aliandoniment.

Tried one, rccognize henceforîli, in thy
sorest afflictions, a Father's rod ; bear in
thern a Fatlier's voice ; see in each what. wiit
invest thern 'vith a halo of subdued glory, a
mysterious, it mav be, but yet a Ilprecious
thought' of God, and that thought kindriess
and mercy. The loss of woridly substance-
il was, a 1tou g7t of God. That witliering
disappointmetit, tbe hlighting of young hope
-it was a thought of (Jed., Tihat protracted
sickness, tha. wastincr disease-it was a
thouglit of God. The amiting of iliat Clay
idol-it was a i/totight of God. This is sure-
ly eneugli ta wake up the tunelesq. liroken
sItrings of thy heart to melody ; IlWhom the
Lord lcvetk lie cbasteneth. and scourgeth
every bon whom lie receiveth." He is neyer
80 nigli o tdieu as in a lime of trial; neyer
does be sa reveal lus heart as then. Eiec-
tricity brings the thoughtR of earth ncam ; but
trial is the '<ire on wtîich ' the thougbss of
God' travel to the smitten spirit, and every
message i8 a titoiig7it of love. I will be
glad, and rejoice ini thy mercv ; for thou hait
considered nîy troubile ; thou hast k-nown niy
soul in adversities."-j1iacdiffs Thougluts of
God.

A Snakc Sermon.

Wlieu I came to Washington seme of the
people were %t'orse ilian the dcvil w<anted
them o 10le, for lie fear'a reacîlon. I was
vain of my preaching tuowers, but soon found


