
suggestion and origin to imitation is a point 'vhich lias neyer beei-à
fully considered." The first ranoe -%vas niade in imitation of a rotten log
wvhich lIad served as a ferry boat. The first pillar wvas constructed in-
the likeness of an erect tree, and the gothic arci 'vas made to represent
the overarciing boiughis in a forest glade, suggestâve of howv the imitation
of the objects in nature underlies ail the varlous arts and iirodiicts of
humail labor. Nowv the absence of this facuity of imitation îvouid
produce, a stagnation in humait society, becautse, each man and each
generatiox of meni would dei-ive no benefit from wvhat thecir forefathers,
hiad learnied. The presence of no othier princiI)ie ef life mnust and does
ecjually produce, stagnation. A really hecaithy and pi ogressive state of
society is only consistent Nvith fi-ce thoughit and effort. It is diflicuit in
this nineteea:th century to readize a society which is really stationary.
'vith our greedy aupetite, for newv ideas, neîv things reforms and îm-,

lîroveruents. W\e cain scarceiy cre.dit that a greait part of the human
race knows noue of these, and feels no such appetite, that it has gone
on for cenEuries iii the saine %vaîy ais it goes on to-day, and th at it
regards any attenipt to introdace ne"' thotugit, or newv modes of life, miot
nereiy as an impertinence but au impiety.

But with ail our dev'eiopment and prgeswe miust be warned b"
thec fat. of Egypt, Greece, Romne and adi other great nattions of the past>
lest on reaiigi the zenith of our faine and prosperity, we relapse into,
a state of iipathy, indifference andi luxury, ani commit that inost fataîl
error of living on the repuitation ve, have, gaîined andi the sîxccesses we
hlave achieved. \Vlaen mnost obstacles have been overcome, aind wlîen.
the struggle for existence and greatniess hias beexa trinnmphantiv coll-
cludcd, nations arc apt to -ive way to a longing for rest, the accumula-
tion of wvealth, anad tlac enjoymient of luxiuîy. Politics and comumerce
doubtless rîile, to a -reat, extent, Lhe destiîîy of nattions, but tîxete are
other influences as weil, anmd chicf aînîoîg these airc, the social conditions
of the people. The twvo grezit examies of thme Itoman empire and tue
French monairchy stanid onît iii history as a warning-, tîme social coniditionîs-
of the people iii both cases lieing thme dowvnfahl of catch. What fàcts.ý
attCst thme pmeople cannot aifford to despise, aînd «t tiniely îvarînn mnaw
atvert nainy a daînger t1ireatciiing the puîblic wvelfîre.


